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3Biology
• Professor Ranessa Cooper, who holds the Board of Women 
Commissioners Chair in Botany, was invited to teach in a 
Coastal Biology of Cape Cod course at Bentley University 
in Massachusetts last spring. She attended the Botany 2016 
conference in Savannah, Georgia, last August, where she 
presented two talks and a poster on Hill’s thistle, using Cape 
Cod as an outdoor laboratory, and using technology to teach 
science to non-majors in an outdoor setting. With Andrea 
Wallace, ’19, she presented an abstract they co-authored at 
the Michigan Consortium of Botanists conference at Grand 
Valley State University in October. Cooper supervised 
Wallace’s research through last summer’s LAUREATES 
program.
• Professor David Houghton spent the summer and fall 
of 2016 on sabbatical. He collected aquatic insects from 
pristine forest and montane habitats in British Columbia, 
the Yukon Territories, and Alaska. During three months in 
coastal Alaska, he took samples from glacial and spring-fed 
streams of the temperate rainforest. Eventually, he plans to 
publish a thorough faunistic study of the region, as well as a 
trophic comparison of these pristine habitats with those of 
Michigan.
• Last summer, Houghton advised seniors Allison Bieganek, 
Danielle Ciarelli, Kim Deichmann, Joel Haines, Joel Parker, 
Claire Schumock, Ashley Zachary, and Ryan Zemel on their 
research projects. Parker and Zemel accompanied Houghton 
to the 62nd Annual Research Conference of the Michigan 
Entomological Society in Traverse City, where they each gave 
a presentation on their research. Parker won first place for 
best student talk, and Zemel took second place. 
• Houghton published a paper on caddisflies in The Great 
Lakes Entomologist. One other manuscript was accepted, and 
two more are currently in review.
• Assistant Professor Silas Johnson conducted summer 
research last year with senior biology majors Angela 
Bonvissuto, Mae Bass, Imogen Kane, and Sarah Delie. Last 
July, he attended the American Society for Microbiology 
Conference for Undergraduate Educators and also 
participated in its Biology Scholars Program. On campus, he 
gave presentations on teaching biology at training sessions 
for the Barney Charter School Initiative. With Frank Steiner, 
he co-instructed the molecular biology section of the 
Summer Science Camp.
• Professor Bob Miller conducted summer research in 2016 
with seniors Charles Zawatsky, Christine Scanlan, and Frank 
Beranek. Last year, Miller, along with his former students 
Alison Bauer, ’15, Mary Fitzgerald, ’14, Adam Ladzinsky, 
’14, Sydney Lenhart Sherman, ’14, Benjamin Maddock, ’13, 
and Zoe Norr, ’16, published a research paper in Nutritional 
Neuroscience. He continued his joint research projects with 
scientists at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences, 
University of Queensland, Australia, and University of 
Newcastle, Australia.
• Visiting Lecturer Angie Pytel developed a new course 
for the Biology Department—Cognitive Neuroscience. Last 
summer, she handed over her duties as president of the 
Michigan Entomological Society to a new president and was 
then elected treasurer. 
• Chairman and Professor of Biology Frank Steiner, 
who holds the Grewcock Chair in the Natural Sciences, 
accompanied two of his research students and senior 
biology majors, Bilyana Petkova and Sheldon Saccoman, 
to the Regional District Convention of Beta Beta Beta, held 
at the University of Mount Union, in Alliance, Ohio, in 
April. Petkova won a first-place Brooks Award for her oral 
presentation titled “Analysis of Amylase-Binding-Protein A 
(AbpA) Complex Binding via Phage Display,” and Saccoman 
won a third-place award for his oral presentation titled 
“Assessing the Genotoxicity of Glyphosate via the Comet 
Assay.” Additionally, Steiner worked with Justice Swarthout, 
’17, and Michaela Miller, ’18, on their research projects. 
The Lee and 
Roland Witte 
Natural Sciences 
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 Some 60 high school students attended the 
annual Murdock Summer Science Camp in June.
4Steiner continues to coordinate and 
teach in the Murdock Summer Science 
Camp, now in its 27th year. 
• Professor of Biology and Curator 
of the D. M. Fisk Museum of Natural 
History Anthony L. Swinehart 
oversaw continuing improvements 
to the Museum. On December 2, he 
unveiled a 25-foot-long complete 
dinosaur skeleton to a standing-room-
only crowd of students, faculty, and 
community members. Swinehart 
and seniors Hee Sang Lee and Matt 
Hoenig helped excavate the dinosaur 
in South Dakota in 2015. Hillsdale 
College is one of only four places in 
the state of Michigan where one can 
see a complete dinosaur skeleton on 
display. He also embarked on several 
fossil-collecting trips on behalf of 
the Museum, including to northern 
Michigan, Indiana, Florida, and South 
Dakota. The Museum received several 
valuable donations, including a large 
collection of turtle shells as well as 
mammal, bird, and reptile skeletons 
from around the world given by 
Mr. Brian Johnson of Indianapolis.  
Other donations included a nautilus 
shell and other pacific shells from
Mrs. Joan Grindel and a huge 
Devonian coral head from Diane 
Crosley. During Homecoming, the 
Museum honored the contributions of 
Albert A. DeLapp, Class of 1914, who 
saved the museum after the 1910 fire 
and also founded the Hillsdale College 
Homecoming tradition. Several 
generations of DeLapps, including 
Albert’s daughter Mitzi, ’47, and 
numerous other alumni, gathered for 
a reunion at the Museum and to see 
poster displays about A. A. DeLapp’s 
contributions to the Museum and to 
the College. In December, seven new, 
handcrafted oak and glass display 
cases were completed and now occupy 
one entire wall.  The number of 
catalogued specimens in the Museum 
stands at 5,775, with approximately 
2,000–4,000 specimens yet to be 
catalogued.  
• Swinehart oversaw the senior 
theses of Megan Armstrong, ’17, Lisa 
Rardin, ’17, and Lillian Carville, ’17. 
Rardin received a Hillsdale College 
LAUREATES grant to conduct her 
study. Swinehart taught the 17th 
annual Marine Biology course in 
the Florida Keys and the second 
annual Field Methods in Vertebrate 
Palaeontology course that includes 
fieldwork in South Dakota. Outside of 
the classroom, Swinehart administered 
the “Fossil” activity and examination 
for the Science Olympiad held at 
Hillsdale College. He also taught a 
teacher education workshop on field 
biology for the Barney Charter School 
Initiative, and he gave two science, 
conservation, and faith-related talks 
for the “Convivium” series of
St. Anthony Catholic Church.
• Associate Professor Jeffrey Van Zant 
conducted summer research with 
Matthew Hoenig, ’17, Randall Rush, 
’17, Erin Flaherty, ’19, and Mason 
Clutter, ’19. Additionally, he supervised 
the senior thesis research projects on 
genetics for Rush, Hoenig, and Dani 
Shillingstad. Van Zant also worked 
with six junior research students. 
• Professor Dan York spent three 
weeks in Botswana, Africa, collecting 
data for Ben Block’s senior research 
project as well as assisting Cheetah 
Conservation Botswana (Ghanzi) with 
field work. York received a faculty leave 
grant and Block received LAUREATES 
funding for the research. 
Chemistry
• Savona Professor of the Natural 
Sciences Lee Baron worked with 
Two high school students work on a lab 
project during Summer Science Camp.
Professor of Physics Ken Hayes, shown here at Summer Science 
Camp, retired from the Particle Data Group this year. 
5seniors Sigrid Kiledal, Matthew Katz, 
Joseph Newcomb, Cassandra Asselta, 
and Anna Goodwin on their senior 
research projects, overseeing their 
research and thesis presentations. 
Additionally, she collaborated with 
Kiledal last summer through the 
LAUREATES program. Baron once 
again co-taught the chemistry portion 
of the Summer Science Camps with 
colleague Matthew Young. She 
developed her own research projects on 
coffee and tea analysis, and continued 
her research on the effects of ethanol 
on serum, heart, liver, and brain 
tissue using GC MS analysis of fatty 
acids in membranes, atomic emission 
analysis of K+ concentrations, LPO 
bioassay analysis, and SPME coupled 
with GC-MS analysis for aldehydes 
produced by lipid peroxidation.
• Associate Professor Christopher 
Hamilton supervised seniors Kyra Rodi, 
John Olberding, and Katherine Lodhia 
in their senior research, working with 
them last summer in addition to the 
school year. Hamilton, who serves as 
Hillsdale’s Preprofessional Advisor, 
attended the National Association of 
Advisors for the Health Professions 
meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
last June. Additionally, he attended a 
meeting of the Michigan Association of 
Advisors for the Health Professions at 
Western Michigan University in Sep-
tember. In March, Hamilton organized 
the annual Michigan Region 9 Science 
Olympiad Tournament on campus, 
which featured over 500 middle- and 
high-school students, parents, teachers, 
and coaches.
• Dr. Kelli Kazmier joined the Hillsdale 
faculty last fall as an assistant profes-
sor of chemistry. She co-authored an 
article, “Alternating access mechanisms 
of LeuT-fold transporters: trailblazing 
towards the promised energy land-
scapes,” in Current Opinion in Struc-
tural Biology. In October, she gave a 
presentation, “How to Effectively Apply 
to SLAC Faculty Positions,” at the Ph.D. 
Career Connections Seminar Series at 
Vanderbilt University.
• Assistant Professor Courtney Meyet 
mentored seniors Taylor Beckwith, 
John Russell, Eric Shankin, and 
Stevan Lukich (whose research was 
a joint project with Frank Steiner) 
in independent thesis research last 
summer and during the school year. 
Beckwith’s research was funded 
through the LAUREATES program. 
Additionally, Meyet worked with 
senior Tatiana Coverdell and juniors 
Madison Frame and Delaney Lehmann, 
who are writing theses resulting from 
independent research off campus.
• Professor Mark Nussbaum, who 
holds the Joseph H. Moss Endowed 
Chair in Chemistry in Honor of Marga-
ret Thatcher, passed on the chairman-
ship of the Chemistry Department to 
colleague Matthew Young last August. 
Nussbaum gave a presentation, “Mass 
Balance in Peptide Degradation: 
Considerations Regarding HPLC with 
UV Absorbance, Mass Spectrometric, 
and Chemiluminescent Nitrogen-Spe-
cific Detection,” at the 252nd National 
Meeting of the American Chemical 
Society in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
in August. He attended the meeting of 
the Midwestern Association of Chem-
istry Teachers at Liberal Arts Colleges 
last October. Nussbaum supervised the 
research of seniors Alexis Garcia, Sigrid 
Kiledal, Clare Coddington, Joel Parker, 
and Jonathan Wolff. 
• Dean of Natural Sciences and Wil-
liam and Berniece Grewcock Profes-
sor in Chemistry Chris VanOrman 
supervised senior chemistry major Kyle 
Shillingstad in research on the syn-
thesis of metal complexes through the 
LAUREATES summer research pro-
gram. VanOrman continues to promote 
science to children through chemistry 
demonstrations at local elementary 
schools.
• Associate Professor Matthew Young 
became chairman of the Chemistry 
Department in August. He supervised 
seniors Anna Goodwin, Eva Xiaoqi 
Tang, and Jonathon Misiewicz on 
Senior Bilyana Petkova received a first-
place Brooks Award for her presentation 
at the Beta Beta Beta (biology honorary) 
Regional District Convention.
Three generations of the DeLapp family gathered in the Daniel M. Fisk 
Museum during Homecoming to honor the contributions of Albert A. 
DeLapp, Sr. (Class of 1914) to the Museum and to Hillsdale College. 
Mitzi DeLapp Nielsen, ’47 (far right), is Albert DeLapp’s daughter.
6their thesis projects. He also led lab 
activities and performed chemistry 
demonstrations at the Summer 
Science Camp. Young gave several 
presentations on and off campus 
over the year, including one for the 
Chemistry Department’s junior/senior 
seminar and at the faculty roundtable 
for the CCA on Democrats and 
Republicans. He provided professional 
development training in teaching 
science for the Barney Charter School 
Initiative summer teacher training 
sessions on campus. Young attended 
several conferences, including the 
Polanyi Society Conference in 
Wisconsin, the Chemical Sciences at 
the Interface of Education conference 
at the University of Michigan, and the 
Richard P. Van Duyne Symposium 
at the University of Minnesota. He 
invited guest speakers from the 
University of Minnesota and the 
University of Toledo to give research 
presentations in the Chemistry 
Department.
Mathematics
• A record 25 mathematics majors 
graduated in 2017. Several graduates 
will pursue graduate degrees in 
mathematics while others will pursue 
graduate degrees in other disciplines 
such as physics and economics. Other 
post-graduate plans include teaching 
positions and employment in the 
actuarial industry.
• Throughout the academic year, 
the department hosted several 
speakers. Professor Emeritus Jack 
Reinoehl delivered a lecture on 
“The Unreasonable Effectiveness of 
Mathematics in Nature.” Megan Peitz, 
’06, of Sawtooth Software returned 
to campus to share “Mathematical 
Applications of Marketing Research” 
with current students. The 
undergraduate mathematical honorary 
Kappa Mu Epsilon hosted a trivia night 
and a screening of N is a Number: A 
Portrait of Paul Erdos. 
• The department’s Actuarial Club, 
under the guidance of Dr. Will Abram, 
continues to thrive with six different 
students passing a total of eight exams 
in the past year. At present, Hillsdale 
students have a 70 percent actuarial 
exam pass rate.
• Assistant Professor Will Abram’s 
paper, “Political Corruption and Public 
Activism: An Evolutionary Game 
Theoretic Analysis,” co-authored with 
Hillsdale alumnus Kadeem Noray, 
’15, was published in the journal 
Dynamic Games and Applications. His 
paper, “Intersections of Multiplicative 
Translates of 3-adic Cantor Sets II: Two 
Infinite Families,” co-authored with 
Jeff Lagarias and Artem Bolshakov, was 
published in the journal Experimental 
Mathematics. During the summer, 
Abram taught a course on Probability 
and Game for the Summer Science 
Camp, and advised a LAUREATES 
project on “Computing the Entropy 
of Path Sets: Algorithms and 
Experimentation.” Abram presented 
on “Interleaving of Path Sets” at the 
AIMS Conference on Dynamical 
Systems, Differential Equations, and 
Applications in Orlando in July. In 
August, he was an invited researcher 
at the National Center for Theoretical 
Sciences in Taipei. While in Taipei, he 
gave a lecture on “Arithmetic Symbolic 
Dynamics” for the summer course on 
Dynamical Systems: Topology and 
Arithmetic Dynamics, as well as a 
lecture on “Interleaving of Path Sets 
and p-adic Path Set Fractals” for the 
Workshop on Dynamical Systems. 
In December, Abram gave a lecture 
on “Intersections of Cantor Sets and 
Self-Similarity” at the Canadian 
Mathematical Society Winter Meeting 
in Niagara Falls. Abram has continued 
to serve his department as director 
of the Eaton Lab, director of the 
Mathematics Department colloquium 
series, and faculty advisor to the 
Actuarial Club.
• Assistant Professor David Gaebler 
served as the faculty advisor of the 
Kappa Mu Epsilon mathematics 
honorary and the coach of the math 
competition team. In the fall, he 
started a weekly social lunch for math 
students and faculty. He advised Daniel 
Halmrast’s senior thesis on spectral 
analysis of quantum-mechanical 
operators, and served on the history 
search committee and the library 
committee. He gave two math talks on 
the Hillsdale campus, and attended 
the Michigan Section Meeting of the 
Mathematical Association of America.
Dr. David Gaebler, leader of the Hillsdale Problem-Solving Seminar team, 
with Noah Diekemper, Jonathon Misiewicz, and John Jordan.
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Murphy was nominated for the 
national Mathematical Association 
of America’s teaching award, the 
Deborah and Franklin Tepper Haimo 
Award for Distinguished College or 
University Teaching of Mathematics. 
In October, he gave an invited talk 
on “Generalizing toric varieties” for 
the Algebra/Combinatorics Seminar 
at Central Michigan University.  In 
March at the annual Michigan Section 
of the Mathematical Association of 
America’s meeting at Ferris State 
University, he delivered an invited 
lecture, “It Takes a Community.”
•  Dr. Mark Panaggio joined the 
mathematics faculty as an assistant 
professor in the fall of 2016 after 
spending several years as a visiting 
professor at Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology. His paper, “Chimera 
states in two populations with 
heterogeneous phase-lag” (co-authored 
with Erik A. Martens and Christian 
Bick), was accepted for publication in 
Chaos: An Interdisciplinary Journal of 
Nonlinear Science.  He attended the 
2017 Michigan Section Meeting of the 
Mathematical Association of America 
and the Rose-Hulman Undergraduate 
Research Conference, where he led a 
short course on “Mathematical models 
of oscillation and synchronization 
on networks.” He also delivered off-
campus colloquium talks at Albion 
College and Hope College as well as 
on-campus talks on optimization, 
the origins of left-handedness, 
and mathematical modeling. He 
coached two teams of students in the 
Mathematical Contest in Modeling, 
an intensive, 96-hour, international 
competition in which students use 
mathematical tools to formulate a 
solution to a real-world problem. One 
of the teams was recognized with an 
honorable mention.
• Thomas Treloar was promoted to 
full professor. He continued to serve as 
a mathematics advisor to the Barney 
Charter School Initiative on teacher 
training and curriculum development. 
This past fall, he took part in a 
roundtable discussion on campus 
on “The Importance of Classical 
K-12 Education.” Treloar continues 
his research program in sports 
analytics and is currently preparing 
a manuscript for publication, “A 
Unifying Structure in Ranking 
Processes: From Markov and Keener to 
Colley and Massey,” with Dr. Stephen 
Devlin of the University of San 
Francisco. 
• Dr. Samuel Webster completed 
his final year as chairman of the 
Mathematics Department. He 
continues to serve as the faculty 
athletic representative to the NCAA.
Physics
• Professor and Chairman Ken Hayes 
retired from the Particle Data Group 
(PDG) after 32 years of service. The 
PDG is a collaboration of physicists 
that reviews and summarizes 
SAVAGE,  MINNESOTA
Daniel Halmrast, ’17
SENIOR DANIEL HALMRAST came to 
Hillsdale from Minnesota, attracted to the 
College by its attentive professors and its 
commitment to what is true. “Coming here, 
what I really admired was the faculty,” he 
says. Reflecting on his time at the College 
in contrast to his high school experience, 
Halmrast says, “Hillsdale is about teaching 
the truth, without any bias.”
At Hillsdale, Halmrast found time for many 
extracurricular activities, despite the full 
schedule demanded by his mathematics and 
physics majors. He belonged to the Esports 
Club and enjoyed ultimate frisbee and 
archery. Though he had never danced before, 
he got involved in the Ballroom Dance Club 
on campus, serving as its president his junior 
year.
His majors kept him busy in and out of 
class, involving him in the Society of Physics 
Students, the Astronomy Club, the Sigma 
Pi Sigma physics honorary, and the Sigma 
Zeta science and mathematics honorary. 
Halmrast also worked as a mathematics 
tutor and a telescope observer.
Last summer, Halmrast did research with 
Assistant Professor of Physics Timothy 
Dolch and, unexpectedly getting funding 
for student travel, spent two weeks in 
South Africa, presenting his research at 
the International Pulsar Timing Array 
Conference. Then in December 2016, 
he traveled with Dolch to the American 
Astronomical Society Conference held 
in Texas. “It’s definitely not normal. The 
stars aligned, and it was cool,” Halmrast 
says, expressing gratitude for the travel 
opportunities. “During each of the 
conferences, I met people that helped me 
along the way with my research.”
Halmrast has received a fellowship to pursue 
a Ph.D. in mathematics at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara. He is unsure 
where his path will lead afterward but says, 
“I definitely want to get a teaching position.”
While he looks forward to the next phase of 
his education, he will miss Hillsdale’s faculty. 
“As I’ve toured other schools, I’ve realized 
the professors here really care, and that’s 
something unique.” He adds, “That’s the 
reason I chose to attend Hillsdale—because 
the faculty wants to invest in you.”
THOMAS TAYLOR AND 
CHARLOTTE V. TAYLOR 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIP
8published results in particle physics. In 
even-numbered years, a summary of 
the work called the Review of Particle 
Physics is published. The 2016 edition 
was the last version to feature Hayes as 
an author. Hayes also co-taught, with 
Dr. Paul Hosmer, the physics section of 
the Summer Science Camp.
• Assistant Professor Timothy Dolch 
continued his astrophysics research 
program. In September, he published 
a first-author peer-reviewed paper, 
“Recent H-alpha Results on Pulsar 
B2224+65’s Bow-Shock Nebula, the 
Guitar,” which served as the conference 
proceeding for his talk at the Fermi 
Asian Network workshop on gamma-
ray astronomy in Muju, South Korea, 
the previous January. Additionally, 
he was a second author on six other 
peer-reviewed publications during the 
academic year. Four of these were from 
his currently emphasized research area 
of radio astronomy and gravitational 
waves, involving the US-Canada 
scientific collaboration, the North 
American Nanohertz Observatory for 
Gravitational Waves (NANOGrav). 
The other two were based on his 
previous work with the Hubble Space 
Telescope. He gave two contributed 
talks, one at the Fall NANOGrav 
Meeting at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign, and the other at 
the Winter Meeting of the American 
Astronomical Society in Grapevine, 
Texas. Dolch brought students to 
both these meetings, and in the latter 
case, the published talk abstract was 
co-authored with students. Dolch 
competitively applied for, and was 
awarded, 12 hours of observing time 
at the Green Bank Telescope (GBT) in 
West Virginia. The observations were 
carried out in the fall from the Radio 
Telescope Remote Command Center 
(RTRCC) in the Strosacker Science 
Center with students as co-observers. 
He also applied for competitive 
observing time at Kitt Peak National 
Observatory in Arizona, and was 
awarded four nights at this world-
class optical telescope. Meanwhile, he 
continued to process radio astronomy 
data with the involvement of Amazon 
Web Services, which awarded him 
a $10,000 grant for supercomputing 
use. He also served as a referee for 
the Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, an astrophysics 
journal. He received a Summer Leave 
Award, which he will use to attend 
the 2017 Meeting of the International 
Pulsar Timing Array in Sèvres, France. 
In the spring, he became a member of 
the Society of Catholic Scientists.
• While Dolch’s personal research 
involves physics majors at nearly every 
stage, he has also designed research 
opportunities more explicitly geared 
toward students. Ten Hillsdale College 
students and two Hillsdale Academy 
students have participated in the 
Student Pulsar Observing Team, which 
conducts radio telescope observations 
from the RTRCC on campus, using 
the GBT in West Virginia as well as 
the Arecibo Observatory in Puerto 
Rico, the largest functioning single-
dish radio telescope in the world. 
As a result of these efforts, Daniel 
Halmrast, ’17, and Joshua Ramette, 
’17, are co-authors on the upcoming 
Assistant Professor of Physics Timothy Dolch spoke on “Cosmos, 
Humanity, and God” during Fall Parents Weekend.
Dr. Kelli Kazmier joined the 
Chemistry Department last fall.
Daniel Halmrast, ’17, 
and Joshua Ramette, ’17, 
are co-authors on the 
upcoming NANOGrav 
11-year data release 
paper, to be published in 
the Astrophysical Journal.
9NANOGrav 11-year data release paper, 
to be published in the Astrophysical 
Journal. Dolch advised two senior 
thesis projects. One student presented 
a poster at the American Astronomical 
Society meeting in Texas, which 
was also displayed at the 2017 
LAUREATES symposium on campus. 
He followed up with a lunch seminar 
in which he presented his research. 
The other thesis student gave a talk 
on his research by videoconference 
to a multi-college student group 
(the Arecibo Remote Command 
Centers, or ARCCs) doing similar 
radio astronomy work. (Dolch also 
presented an invited videoconference 
talk to this group.) During the spring, 
Dolch advised and prepared three 
summer research projects (including 
one LAUREATES project), one of 
which includes construction of a radio 
telescope for use in Hayden Park. 
Another summer project includes 
attendance at the ARCC Team Leaders 
workshop at Franklin & Marshall 
College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Finally, he trained two Hillsdale 
Academy students in radio astronomy 
research, which became a capstone 
project for one, and for the other, 
resulted in his upcoming attendance at 
the Pulsar Search Collaboratory, a one-
week student research experience at 
the Green Bank Observatory in West 
Virginia. 
• Paul Hosmer was promoted to 
associate professor. He presented a 
talk, “Teaching Physics Through the 
Founding Fathers,” at the fall meeting 
of the Michigan Association of Physics 
Teachers in October. He co-taught 
the physics portion of the Summer 
Science Camp and assisted with the 
Science Olympiad. Hosmer facilitates 
two weekly student physics discussion 
groups. 
• Dr. Ryan Lang joined the 
department as an assistant professor in 
the fall. He helped with the continued 
development of Physics 100, the new 
core course required of all students and 
offered for the first time this year. He is 
a member of the Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-Wave Observatory 
(LIGO) Scientific Collaboration, an 
international team that uses Advanced 
LIGO observatories to search for 
gravitational waves. In December, 
Lang visited the University of Florida, 
where he conducted research with two 
professors on gravitational waves and 
alternative theories of gravity.
JUNIOR CHRISTOPHER JACOBSON first 
heard about Hillsdale College from his dad, 
who had heard about the College on Rush 
Limbaugh’s show. After visiting, Jacobson 
realized the “cultural difference here, 
compared to every other college I considered, 
was just like night and day.”
But for Jacobson, one of the biggest factors 
in his decision was Hillsdale’s Freedom 
Scholarship for veterans. Jacobson was a rifle 
team leader in the Marines before coming to 
Hillsdale. Originally stationed in California, 
he was on active duty for four years: seven 
months in Iraq, from 2008-2009, and seven 
months in Afghanistan, from 2009-2010. 
When he saw that he could come “without 
using the GI Bill,” Jacobson decided Hillsdale 
was the right place for him.
During his time here, Jacobson has been 
involved in A Few Good Men.
“We usually went out and did yard work or 
painting,” he says. “It was satisfying, helping 
someone out—now there’s something that 
that person doesn’t have to worry about 
anymore. I’d like to think that we’re making 
a difference in the community.”
Jacobson, a financial management major, said 
the class Readings in Leadership, Power, and 
Responsibility with Professor of Law Robert 
Blackstock has been “eye-opening” for him in 
revealing what it means to lead an examined 
life. 
“There are a lot of texts about people who 
realized too late that something was going 
wrong in their lives,” he says. “I’ve learned 
from Dr. Blackstock how important it is to 
question yourself.”
But Jacobson says the greatest thing he 
has received from Hillsdale, which he will 
take with him into his post-graduate life, is 
Christianity.
“In Seattle, where I’m from, it’s strange to 
be a Christian,” he says. “When I came here, 
I came as an atheist.” When anyone asked 
him about God, he says, he didn’t know what 
to say because he’d never considered such 
questions before.
“Coming to Hillsdale really introduced me to 
that conversation for the first time,” he says, 
“and really made me a part of that.”
He says that Hillsdale has in general taught 
him what it means to live an examined life.
“I’ve learned how important it is to make 
sure that you’re doing the right thing and 
following the right path,” he says. 
FRED AND MARTHA LUKENS 
MILITARY SCHOLARSHIP
L AKE FORES T PARK ,  WA SHINGTON
Christopher Jacobson, ’18 
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Art 
• The Art Department took a fall field trip to the 2016 
ArtPrize in Grand Rapids. This year, 2,124 artists 
participated in the three-week event, including the 
department’s own Sam Knecht, Anthony Frudakis, Barbara 
Bushey, and Doug Coon. In the spring, the department 
sponsored a trip to the Art Institute of Chicago, which was 
well received by the students and faculty who attended. 
• Professor Sam Knecht entered semi-retirement after 
teaching continuously for 44 years (38 years full time) at 
the College. He had chaired the department for 35 years. 
During this academic year, he published articles in three 
national art periodicals: Quarterly Journal of the Portrait 
Society of America, International Artist, and Southwest Art. 
In addition, he won awards in two 2016 national juried 
art competitions: honorable mention, Butler Institute of 
American Art; and finalist, portrait category in The Artist’s 
Magazine competition. Knecht had a large oil painting 
depicting Michigan’s Tahquamenon Falls displayed in the 
ArtPrize event in Grand Rapids, Michigan. His portrait, 
Onward, was accepted into the 2017 juried national 
competition at the Butler Institute. During its April 2017 
national conference, the Portrait Society of America 
bestowed Signature Status honor upon Knecht, recognizing 
achievements in portrait painting and the teaching of 
representational painting.  
• Associate Professor Anthony Frudakis participated in a 
show at the Ella Sharp Museum of Art in Jackson, Michigan, 
“100 Sculptors-100 Sculptures,” and a show at Nails in the 
Cross Gallery in Metuchen, New Jersey, titled “Great Spirits 
Among Us.” He also had a work accepted into the 12th 
International ARC Salon Competition at the Art Renewal 
Center in Port Reading, New Jersey. He created a bronze 
bas-relief, “Mr. and Mrs. Moss,” for Hillsdale College, 
recognizing Joseph and Nena Moss. Frudakis also served as 
a grant reviewer for the 2017 Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs mini-grant presented by the Arts Alliance 
(Region 9 of Michigan).
• Artist/Teacher Bryan Springer continues to collaborate 
with colleagues in the area of branding and identity. 
With fellow faculty members Susan King, professor of 
marketing, and Kirstin Kiledal, professor of rhetoric and 
public address, Springer directed his Graphic Design II 
students in a collaborative branding and marketing project 
for two business clients, Airohead and Hello Hillsdale 
County. Students from three courses—Graphic Design 
II, Advertising, and Speech Composition—were involved. 
Springer also worked with Maria Servold in the Journalism 
Department to introduce a new Winona yearbook course.
• Striving to improve the graphic design minor and design 
offerings within the art major, Springer worked to introduce 
a new foundations course, Introduction to Typography, 
which will be taught next year.
• Springer continues to create graphic design work for 
many different departments at the College. Most notably, 
he redesigned the Gift and Estate Planning identity suite 
for Institutional Advancement, and he designed a premium 
DVD boxed set package for the Marketing Department’s 
online learning course, Constitution 101. He also works with 
Parent Relations, Business Improvements, Career Services, 
the Kirby Center, Alumni Relations, and Fine Arts. 
• Lecturer Katharine Taylor finished her master of fine arts 
degree in May. Her thesis show was a collection of paintings 
celebrating craftsmen at work. 
• Lecturer and College Photographer Doug Coon had 
work accepted to the Muskegon Museum of Art Regional 
Exhibition in the summer of 2016 and also participated in 
ArtPrize 2016. In addition, Coon and Department Chair 
Barbara Bushey displayed their work in the Daughtrey 
Gallery in November. The show, titled “Winter is Coming,” 
included Coon’s photos of ice caves in Michigan and 
Bushey’s quilts depicting local cornfields in the snow. Bushey 
gave a talk to the Collegiate Scholars on modern art and 
attended the Midwest Art History Society conference in 
Cleveland. She was also the featured speaker at the Art Quilt 
Network conference in Columbus, Ohio.
Humanities
Barbara Bushey and Doug Coon with quilt portraits that Bushey 
created for their “Winter is Coming” faculty art exhibit.
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Classics
• Grace West was promoted to 
full professor. She gave a post-
performance talk on the Hillsdale 
College production of The Eumenides, 
with Professor of Theatre George 
Angell and senior classics major Anne 
Begin. She also joined the Michigan 
Classical Caucus and attended its 
annual meeting at Kalamazoo College. 
Next academic year, she will be on 
sabbatical and will continue working 
on her commentary on Xenophon’s 
Hiero, The Tyrannical Man.
• Associate Professor Eric Hutchinson 
took over as the director of the 
Collegiate Scholars Program. He wrote 
a review of Scott McGill’s (ed. and 
trans.), Juvencus’ Four Books of the 
Gospels (Routledge), which appeared in 
Classical Review. He also has an essay, 
“Words Made Strange: The Presence 
of Virgil in the Miracles of Sedulius’ 
Paschale carmen,” in Scott McGill and 
Joesph Pucci (eds.), Classics Renewed: 
Reception and Innovation in the Latin 
Poetry of Late Antiquity. He presented 
conference papers on Theodore 
Beza’s Icones and Latin verse-
paraphrases of Psalm 1, and gave a 
Doctoral Humanities Seminar lecture 
on classical humanism in Philip 
Melanchthon and Niels Hemmingsen 
to the students of the Van Andel 
Graduate School of Statesmanship. 
Hutchinson will be on sabbatical for 
the next academic year.
• Assistant Professor Laury Ward 
became the faculty advisor for 
Eta Sigma Phi classics honorary. 
Along with junior Brian Hall, she 
restructured and expanded the 
volunteer Latin program at Hillsdale 
Preparatory School. She spoke on a 
faculty panel on the “The Limits of 
Language” at a Liberal Arts Friday 
Forum on campus. She also presented 
her paper, “Visualization, Emotions, 
and Understanding in Senecan 
Exempla,” at the Classical Association 
of the Middle West and South annual 
conference in Kitchener, Ontario, 
Canada.
• Chairman and Professor Joseph 
Garnjobst received a summer leave 
grant to study conversational ancient 
Greek through the Paideia Institute’s 
Living Greek in Greece program in the 
Peloponnese.
• Hillsdale College students 
participated in the Maurine Dallas 
Watkins National Translation 
Exams. In Koine Greek, senior Noah 
Diekemper took first place and 
senior Anne Begin took third place. 
In advanced Greek and in advanced 
Latin, Diekemper took second place. In 
intermediate Latin, freshman Emma 
Frank took third place.
• Throughout the academic year, 
Classics students have been presenting 
papers at various national and regional 
conferences. In October, seniors Noah 
Diekemper and Anne Begin delivered 
papers at the Classical Association of 
the Middle West and South–Southern 
Section conference. Begin’s paper 
was titled “Focalization in Tacitus’ 
Histories 1.1-50,” and Diekemper’s 
paper was “Nec Ullo Modo Barbaros: 
Cicero’s Rivalry with Plato and his 
Republic.” In January, Begin delivered 
a paper at the Society for Classical 
Studies conference in Toronto, Canada, 
titled “Counterfactuals in Thucydides’ 
Pylos Narrative.” In March, junior 
Emily Barnum presented her paper, 
“Language as an Indicator of Cultural 
Identity in Herodotus’ Histories” at 
the Eta Sigma Phi national convention, 
and in April, Diekemper presented his 
paper, “Scandalous Verse, Credible 
Threats, and Literary Theory: 
Analyzing Catullus 16” at the national 
meeting of the Classical Association 
of the Middle West and South in 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. Finally, 
Barnum, Diekemper, and junior Shae 
Whitmore had their papers selected to 
be delivered at next January’s Society 
for Classical Studies conference in 
Boston, Massachusetts.
English
• The English Department enjoyed 
another fruitful year serving the core 
and the mission of the College, as well 
as working with our wonderful majors. 
We give special acknowledgment and 
gratitude to Professor Debra Belt, who 
is retiring after 30 years of service.
Senior Sara Pezzella entered 
her work in ArtPrize.
Retiring Professor of Art Sam Knecht with his wife 
Melissa and daughters, Lydia and Katherine.
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• Associate Professor Patricia Bart 
continued to refine her upper-level 
seminar on the “History of the English 
Language,” and she developed a new 
course for the Collegiate Scholars 
program on research writing. Bart also 
serves as executive board member, 
technical advisor, and active editor for 
the Piers Plowman Electronic Archive 
at piers.chass.ncsu.edu.
•  Professor Christopher Busch offered 
his popular upper-level class on the 
novels of Willa Cather, and will turn to 
the poetry of Robert Frost this coming 
fall. Busch also serves as vice president 
of the board of directors at Will 
Carleton Academy, a charter school in 
the Hillsdale area.
• Assistant Professor Kelly Scott 
Franklin discovered an unknown 
Spanish translation of Walt Whitman, 
and his essay on that discovery is 
forthcoming in The Walt Whitman 
Quarterly Review. In January, he 
presented at the roundtable for the 
CCA on the American West. In 
February, his essay on Milton and 
suffering, titled “Stand and Wait,” 
appeared in Commonweal Magazine. 
During the summer, he gave a lecture 
to the Barney Charter School Initiative 
teacher education program titled “How 
to Teach Darkness in Literature.” He 
regularly writes for magazines and 
newspapers on topics of literature, 
culture, and faith.
• Associate Professor Dutton Kearney 
published two essays (“Swift’s Critique 
of Philosophical Materialism” and 
“How to Historicize Thumos: Swift’s 
Battle of the Books”) in Swift and 
Philosophy, published by Rowman and 
Littlefield. He also traveled to Dublin 
to present an essay during a conference 
celebrating Swift’s 350th birthday. 
Kearney will be on sabbatical in the 
fall of 2017. He plans to finish a book 
on literary analysis with colleague Dr. 
Justin Jackson, work on an article about 
Swift and Lucretius, and prepare for 
new courses on theological aesthetics 
and 18th-century literature.
• Professor Justin Jackson delivered a 
paper, “Julian of Norwich, The Cloud 
of Unknowing, and the Doctrine of 
FOR SENIOR RAMONA TAUSZ, the 
concept of a liberal arts education, one 
that offers students an education for life 
as opposed to vocational training, seemed 
questionable. “I was a bit resistant at first,” 
she recalls. Yet the educational philosophy 
she initially questioned opened her mind 
to the big questions that Hillsdale students 
wrestle with in their core classes—What is 
truth? What does it mean to be human?—an 
education she found life-changing.
Tausz realized she wanted to major in 
English after taking Dr. Stephen Smith’s 
Great Books class her freshman year. “That 
was how I wanted to pursue truth, through 
studying great literature,” she says. An 
upper-level English class on Dante, also 
taught by Smith, “changed my life,” she 
recalls. “Dante’s presentation of how one 
goes about ordering one’s loves is mind-
blowing.” 
In addition to the extensive writing she 
has done as an English major, Tausz 
also participated in the Dow Journalism 
Program. She has written for the Collegian 
all four years, serving as a section editor 
for two years. “It’s been challenging and 
satisfying to work as a team to produce a 
paper that sparks campus dialogue and 
fosters connections,” she says. With the 
guidance of her journalism professors,
Tausz procured invaluable experience 
through two internships, first at the Times 
of Israel in Jerusalem in 2015, and then last 
summer at The Federalist in Washington, 
D.C. “I’m so grateful for the experience,” 
Tausz says of the three months she spent in 
Jerusalem, where overcoming a language 
barrier added to the challenge of reporting. 
At The Federalist, Tausz wrote and edited 
articles and managed social media. 
Tausz has also used her editorial skills as 
copy editor for the Winona yearbook and 
the Hillsdale Forum, an independent student 
magazine. Additionally, she has served as 
a piano accompanist, worked as a resident 
assistant in Mauck Hall, volunteered in the 
Buddy Reading Program, and belonged to 
several academic honoraries, in addition to 
Sigma Alpha Iota women’s music fraternity 
and Phi Kappa Phi honor society.
This summer, Tausz will begin work as a 
junior fellow at First Things magazine in 
New York. She will continue to abide in the 
community of learning and pursuit of truth 
that she embraced at Hillsdale. “Through 
studying the Great Tradition, I fell in love 
with being a part of the conversation with 
authors who have pondered what it means to 
be human,” she says. 
FRANK A. FUSCO MEMORIAL 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP IN 
JOURNALISM
ADDISON,  ILL INOIS
Ramona Tausz, ’17 
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Deification,” at the 52nd International 
Congress on Medieval Studies in 
Kalamazoo. He was part of the 
sponsored session, “Medieval Theories 
of Atonement.” He is also completing 
work on three new essays, forthcoming 
in the new academic year.
• Associate Professor Dwight Lindley 
received tenure and promotion this 
year. He presented a paper on “Milton 
Transforming Augustine: The City of 
God in Paradise Lost” at the Patristic, 
Medieval, and Renaissance Conference 
in Philadelphia. Forthcoming are 
book reviews of Rémi Brague, 
The Legitimacy of the Human (St. 
Augustine’s Press, 2017) for the Wall 
Street Journal, and Jesse Rosenthal, 
Good Form: The Ethical Experience of 
the Victorian Novel (Princeton, 2016) 
for Christianity & Literature. Over the 
summer, he is finishing an essay on the 
phenomenology of literature, as well 
as a solicited article on character and 
probability in the epistemology of John 
Henry Newman.
• Associate Professor Lorraine 
Murphy offered a successful new 
course this spring on “The Rise 
of Narrative Realism.” The class 
examined masterworks from 
Cervantes, Balzac, Flaubert, Tolstoy, 
Kafka, and Mann. She will be on 
sabbatical in spring 2018. She will 
design a new course on the rise 
of the English novel, and she will 
continue her scholarly work, with 
special attention to Austen and Bronte.
• Professor Stephen Smith continued 
to serve as department chair. He 
concluded his tenure as Dean of the 
Faculty in the spring, and agreed to 
become the new Dean of Humanities 
over the summer. Smith offered a 
new course, “With Mortal Voice: The 
Major Poetry of John Milton,” in the 
fall. He recorded an online class on 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet and The Tempest 
for the College, and he delivered a 
public lecture, “A Birth like Death: 
Art, Experience, and Education in 
Dante’s Inferno,” for the Van Andel 
Graduate School. In the fall, he also 
gave a public lecture on Thomas More 
in Washington, D.C. This summer 
he will complete, with co-editor 
Gerard Wegemer, the final texts for 
The Essential Works of Thomas More, 
forthcoming from Yale University 
Press in late 2018.
• Assistant Professor Benedict Whalen 
published an essay, “Friar Laurence 
and Sacramental Confession in 
Romeo and Juliet,” in Critical Insights: 
Romeo and Juliet (Salem Press, 
2017). He also published a review of 
The End of Satisfaction: Drama and 
Repentance in the Age of Shakespeare 
by Heather Hirschfeld for the Ben 
Jonson Journal. He continues to serve 
as Book Reviews Editor for the Ben 
Jonson Journal. In the fall, he delivered 
the English Department Opening 
Charge lecture, “Does Poetry Make 
Anything Happen?” In the spring, he 
offered a new upper-level seminar on 
the metaphysical poets (John Donne, 
George Herbert, Andrew Marvell, and 
others).
• Provost and Professor of English 
David Whalen gave a paper titled 
“Literature and the Christian 
Imagination” for the Lumen Veritatis 
Institute in December. He also gave 
a lecture titled “The Higher Ends of 
Higher Education” at the Kirby Center 
in March.
French
• Four French students studied in 
Tours this summer: Tess Patton, ’19, 
Lara Forsythe, ’18, Laura Kleven, 
’19, and Amalia Hansen, ’17. Three 
of them benefitted from the Lilian 
Libby Rick Foreign Study Scholarship. 
Department Chair Marie-Claire 
Morellec and Assistant Professor 
Sherri Rose met all of the students 
in Paris where they spent three days 
together visiting monuments and 
museums, including the Grand Palais 
to see the Centennial Rodin exhibit 
and the Orangerie museum for its 
exceptional exhibit titled “Tokyo-
Paris Chefs-d’œuvre du Bridgestone 
Museum of Art, Collection Ishibashi 
Foundation.” 
Associate Professor of English Dwight Lindley 
(center) received the Emily Daugherty Award for 
Teaching Excellence at the Fall Convocation.
Poet and editor Christian Wiman addressed students and 
read from his work as a part of the Visiting Writers Program.
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• Senior Garrett Glassburn was 
recognized as the outstanding French 
graduate with the Kate King Bostwick 
French prize. Glassburn spent the 
spring semester at the Institut de 
Touraine in Tours thanks to the Cécile 
Frazier Smith Scholarship. Christine 
Frazier Smith’s generosity will also 
help three more students this coming 
year: Laura Kleven, Lara Forsythe, 
and Jemima Gapuz. Ms. Smith’s 
gifts to the French Department in 
honor of her mother, Cécile Frazier 
Smith, significantly help students to 
participate in a study-abroad program 
in France. 
• Pi Delta Phi French honorary 
members enjoyed Rossini’s The 
Barber of Seville based on the French 
play by Beaumarchais at the Toledo 
Opera. This outing, organized by Dr. 
Morellec, promotes an appreciation 
for French culture but would not 
be possible without the wonderful 
generosity of Ms. Smith. 
• In April, Dr. Sherri Rose attended 
the Society of Dix-Neuvièmistes 
annual conference where she presented 
a paper titled: “‘Que cherchent-ils au 
Ciel’: Seeing with the Blind in Bruegle, 
Baudelaire and Maeterlinck.” The 
conference took place at the University 
of Kent in Canterbury, England. For 
the past two summers as well as this 
summer, Rose has taught a six-week 
course on French composition in Lyon, 
France, with the University of Virginia. 
This past year, Rose joined Professor 
of Spanish Carmen Wyatt-Hayes as 
a faculty advisor to the International 
Club. Memorable activities included 
student talks on their life experiences 
in countries as varied as North Korea, 
Kenya, and Syria, as well as a panel 
discussion on study abroad and a 
lecture on the Jewish faith by Rabbi 
Victor Weissberg.
• Assistant Professor Anne Theobald 
presented a paper at the annual 
meeting of the Renaissance Society 
of America in April titled “Reproach 
and Remonstrance in Romance: The 
“Trésor des Amadis,” which was part 
of a panel discussion, “Reproach, 
Disagreement, Resistance in Literary 
Fictions.” Theobald is also publishing 
“Charles Sorel: An entry in Literature 
Criticism from 1400 to 1800 (LC14-18)” 
through Layman Poupard Publishing, 
forthcoming this summer. Theobald 
was asked to select critical essays for 
reprinting and supply an annotated 
further reading list on Charles 
Sorel, the subject of her doctoral 
dissertation. She is also dedicated to 
being a volunteer fitness instructor 
and has been teaching RPM (Cycling) 
and Bodypump at the Roche Sports 
Complex during the entire academic 
year. 
• In April, Morellec attended an 
informative study-abroad conference 
at the French Consulate in Chicago 
that focused on visa procedures, the 
organization and management of 
study-abroad programs in France 
and in the U.S., and the study and 
work opportunities open to American 
students in France.
German
• When German majors and 
twin sisters Rebekah and Rachel 
Molloy walked across the stage at 
Commencement as salutatorian 
and in third place of the Class of 
2017, it marked the festive end and a 
crowning moment of another highly 
successful academic year for German 
at Hillsdale that saw historically high 
enrollments, enthusiastic teaching and 
learning, timely scholarship, thriving 
international study programs, and 
popular extra-curricular activities.
• Assistant Professor Stephen 
Naumann’s excellence in teaching was 
acknowledged by Middlebury College, 
a powerhouse in modern language 
pedagogy, when he was invited to serve 
as a member of the German School 
Faculty in summer 2016. He remained 
active in his field of scholarship and 
offered pertinent presentations on 
and off campus. At the 58th Annual 
Convention of the Midwest Modern 
Language Association in St. Louis, 
Missouri, in November, he delivered 
a paper titled “National Narrative, 
Transnational Space: The 1945 
Border Shift in German and Polish 
Literature” as part of the German 
Literature and Culture panel “Border 
States.” At Hillsdale College’s Mossey 
Library lecture series in September, 
Naumann gave a lecture titled “From 
the Journals of a Germanist in Poland: 
My Experience with Polish Language, 
Culture, Travel, and Life.” Last 
semester at the College, he presented 
“The 1989/90 Wende or ‘Turn’ in 
German History and its Impact on 
Contemporary Politics and Culture” 
as part of the Lyceum Lunch Lecture 
Series. He expanded his teaching 
portfolio by developing and offering a 
new Collegiate Scholars seminar that 
investigates the theme of “rebellion” 
in works by Goethe, Ulrich Plenzdorf, 
and J.D. Salinger. His contributions 
to extra-curricular activities are not 
limited to German, but extend to Slavic 
and Film Studies. With James Brandon 
of the Theatre and Dance Department, 
he continues to organize and host a 
Slavic Film Series on campus.
• The popularity and success of 
German at Hillsdale derive to a 
measurable degree from the many 
academic and social activities of the 
Iota Nu chapter of Delta Phi Alpha 
national German honorary under 
the dedicated and tireless leadership 
of Associate Professor Fred Yaniga. 
As one of the most active and visible 
student organizations on campus, 
Delta Phi Alpha enjoyed another great 
year filled with social and academic 
activities such as weekly German lunch 
tables (Stammtisch), the screening and 
discussion of German films, poetry 
nights, a communal attendance of 
the Theatre Department’s production 
of Friedrich Dürrenmatt’s play The 
Physicists, the annual Oktoberfest 
at Dr. Naumann’s lake house, and a 
Goethe-inspired Easter poetry walk, 
Osterspaziergang. In December, 
15 members travelled to Chicago 
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for the annual German Christmas 
market, Christkindelmarkt. Finnegan 
Cleary, ’18, Delta Phi Alpha student 
president, opened his home to a new 
and delicious activity, a bi-weekly 
German dinner on Tuesday evenings: 
Dienstagschmaus! A record 33 new 
members joined the ranks of Delta 
Phi Alpha last year, bringing the 
number of active members to 60.  
At Commencement, 16 Hillsdale 
graduates proudly wore the black, red 
and gold honor cords.
• Research-related travel led Fred 
Yaniga to Paderborn, Germany, and to 
Vienna, Austria, during his sabbatical 
semester last fall. He is pursuing 
projects related to Austrian literature 
and a future class on that topic as well 
as research on religious freedom in 
19th century Prussia with an unlikely 
connection to Michigan. Other 
sabbatical travel saw him in Würzburg, 
Germany, where he investigated 
additional housing options for the 
department’s Summer Study Program. 
Along with senior German majors 
Amelia Stieren and Rebekah Molloy, 
he attended Aquinas College’s annual 
German Career day.
• In addition to his administrative 
responsibilities as chairman of the 
department, Professor Eberhard 
Geyer continues his stewardship 
of Hillsdale’s own German study 
programs in Würzburg and at 
Saarland University as well as of 
other departmentally approved 
study options at various locations in 
Germany. Under Geyer’s tutelage, 11 
Hillsdale students participated last 
July in Hillsdale’s Summer Language 
and Culture Program at Würzburg. 
The Saarland University-Hillsdale 
College exchange program enabled 
five students from Hillsdale and three 
participants from Germany to pursue 
semester- or year-long foreign studies 
at their respective host universities. 
After a 30-year run in charge of the 
teaching of the Würzburg program, 
Geyer passes the baton to a younger 
generation of colleagues in his 
department. The 20-year-long history 
of the exchange between Saarland 
University and Hillsdale College was 
feted in an article that appeared in 
the student quarterly Champus, 2017, 
2 (https://asta.uni-saarland.de/index.
php/champus) at the German partner 
school. 
• For 2017, award monies in support of 
foreign study from the German Study 
Abroad Scholarship and the Lilian 
Libby Rick Scholarship were granted to 
Luke Grzywacz, ’20, Kristin Freeman, 
’19, Paul Keenan, ’18, Elizabeth Laux, 
’19, Lilian Martin, ’18, and Frank 
Pagurko, ’20.
• This year’s report of the German 
Department would be incomplete if 
it did not mention with gratitude and 
a sense of blessing the friendship and 
the generous financial support of the 
department and its student honorary 
by Mr. Lucas Wegmann of Rhode 
Island. His benevolence will open 
many doors for the advancement of 
our students, our department, our 
scholarship, and our teaching. Vielen, 
vielen Dank!
Music
• The Music Department produced 
and presented over 120 public 
performances during the academic 
year, ranging from student and 
faculty recitals to chamber ensembles 
and orchestra and choir concerts. 
Additionally, the Professional Artists 
Series brought in the following guest 
performers:
• Anthony de Mare, piano—
“Liaisons: Re-Imagining Stephen 
Sondheim from the Piano” 
• Vincent DiMartino and John 
Foster—“Sound the Trumpets” 
• Carl Allen, drums—“Carl Allen 
and the Art Of Elvin” with Sean 
Jones, trumpet; Diego Rivera, 
saxophones; Xavier Davis, piano; 
Rodney Whitaker, bass
• OLGA—Male A Cappella Vocal 
Ensemble
• David Katz—“MUSE of FIRE, 
Sorcerer and Apprentice”
• In February, the Music Department 
and Wind Symphony Director Robert 
Livingston hosted the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Honor Band Clinic 
featuring John Madden, associate 
director of bands at Michigan State 
University, as the guest clinician. 
The Chamber Choir performed at the 35th Anniversary National 
Leadership Seminar held in Atlanta, Georgia, in April.
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• The Music Department collaborated 
with the Theatre Department to 
produce and present five performances 
of Cole Porter’s Kiss Me, Kate on 
Spring Parents Weekend. Theatre 
Department Chairman James 
Brandon directed the play, while James 
Holleman served as music director.
• Artist/Teacher of Music Melissa 
Osmond (producer) and Artist/
Teacher of Music Debra Wyse (music 
director) supervised this year’s Opera 
Workshop production of RIP or Die 
Laughing featuring student directors 
in April. 
• Two seniors graduated with music 
majors in May: Sarah Chavey, piano 
with an emphasis in music education, 
and Marie Landskroener, organ with 
an emphasis in music education.
• The Hillsdale College Symphony 
Orchestra, under the direction of 
Chairman and Professor of Music 
James A. Holleman, was selected as 
one of two guest college/university 
orchestras to perform at the 2017 
College Orchestra Directors 
Association Conference (CODA) 
on the campus of George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Virginia, in 
February. Hillsdale College is the 
smallest school ever to perform at 
a CODA National Conference. In 
addition to the orchestra’s feature 
performance, they participated in 
conducting workshops and attended 
a performance of the National 
Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy 
Center for the Arts on the final 
evening. The audience, for the 
Hillsdale performance, was made up 
of CODA member college/university 
orchestra conductors from across 
the United States, Europe, and South 
America. Also in attendance were 
Hillsdale College alumni and friends, 
parents of orchestra members, and 
Mrs. Penny Arnn. A video recording 
of the performance is available on 
the college website at https://www.
hillsdale.edu/academics/majors-
minors/2017-coda-conference/. 
• In addition to the featured 
performance at the CODA Conference, 
the orchestra performed four concert 
cycles during the year:
• October— The orchestra gave 
two performances for Fall Parents 
Weekend.
• December—The orchestra 
collaborated with the college 
choirs for three performances of 
Handel’s Messiah. 
• March—Featured this month were 
works by Mussorgsky, Hovhaness, 
and Rimsky-Korsakov, as well 
as performances from two of the 
four winners of the concerto/aria 
competition—Sarah Schutte, ’18, 
soprano, and Tova Forman, ’19, 
violin.
• May—Commencement Weekend 
featured two concerts with 
two of the four winners of the 
concerto/aria competition—
Micah Heinz, ’18, piano, and 
Katherine Scheu, ’18, soprano—
Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings, 
and Bernstein’s Symphonic 
Dances from West Side Story. 
Twenty graduating seniors were 
recognized from the orchestra. 
• Holleman, along with Artist/Teacher 
of Music and Accompanist/Assistant 
Conductor Debra Wyse, led the 
Hillsdale College Choir and Chamber 
Choir in two main concerts. In 
December, the choirs combined with 
the College Orchestra to present three 
performances of Handel’s complete 
Messiah. This year, during the three 
performances, 35 students performed 
vocal solos. A video recording of 
this year’s Messiah performances 
is available to view on the College’s 
website at https://www.hillsdale.edu/
academics/majors-minors/handels-
messiah/.
• In April, the choirs combined 
for the Annual Spring Concert at 
College Baptist Church. The concert 
featured 15 individual works and 
featured pianists Debra Wyse and 
senior Sarah Chavey along with 
sophomore violinists Tova Forman 
and Joshua Brown. The Hillsdale 
College Chamber Choir traveled to 
Atlanta, Georgia, in April to perform 
during two dinners at the National 
Leadership Seminar (NLS), and also 
presented an open rehearsal of Eric 
Whitacre’s Leonardo Dreams of His 
Flying Machine for the NLS guests. The 
Chamber Choir performed at various 
college functions throughout the year, 
including Freshman Convocation, 
Fall and Spring Convocation, Spring 
Parents Weekend Luncheon, Chapel 
Groundbreaking, President’s Club 
Breakfast, and Spring Commencement. 
• The Hillsdale College Big Band, 
under the direction of Artist/Teacher 
of Music Chris McCourry, hosted 
special guest artist Fred Radke, solo 
Senior Jared Eckert performs at Phi 
Mu Alpha’s Battle of the Bands.
The orchestra rehearses for the Tower 
Players’ production of Kiss Me, Kate.
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trumpet and music director of the 
Harry James Orchestra, for a concert 
featuring the music of Harry James in 
February. The next day, the Hillsdale 
College Big Band performed at the 
University of Michigan Jazz Festival 
in Ann Arbor. In April, the Big Band 
hosted trumpet guest artist Walter 
White for its annual spring concert, 
which featured two performances. 
• The Hillcats, Hillsdale’s Faculty 
Jazz Ensemble, directed by Chris 
McCourry, presented two concerts. 
In October, the ensemble featured 
the music of Weather Report, and 
in March, they featured the music 
of Joni Mitchell with vocalist Sunny 
Wilkinson. A new CD recording of 
the Hillcats featuring jazz vocalist 
Gianna Marchese, ’17, will be released 
in September.
• Professor Melissa Knecht 
presented lectures this past year at 
the International American Viola 
Society in Oberlin, Ohio, and the Our 
Faculty’s Ongoing Research series 
in Mossey Library. She published an 
article review of her book Developing 
Your Musical Mental Map: A Program 
to Build an Aural and Spatial Sense of 
the Fingerboard for Advancing String 
Players in violinists.com. Knecht 
continued to serve on the board of 
MASTA (Michigan chapter of the 
American String Teachers Association) 
and was master of ceremony and 
coordinator for the MASTA Solo 
Competition Performance at the 
Michigan Music Educators Conference 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. She 
performed multiple concerts this 
past year, including a faculty recital 
in September. She also performed 
off campus with the Ann Arbor 
Symphony Orchestra and the 
Michigan Sinfonietta. 
• Knecht served as a guest adjudicator 
for the Bowling Green University 
Concerto Competition and the 
Michigan Music Teachers Association, 
and as a guest clinician for the 
Michigan State University Community 
Music School Suzuki Conference in 
East Lansing, Michigan. She produced, 
directed, and presented a Violin 
Virtuoso Concert on campus in March 
that included her violin students, 
faculty, and guest artists. Knecht 
hosted two special violin masterclass 
sessions, bringing University of 
Michigan music faculty guests Stephen 
Shipps and Danielle Belen to campus. 
Additionally, she hosted the Michigan 
American String Teachers Association 
Solo Competition on campus in 
November. Violinist Anne Begin, ’17, 
was awarded the Audience Choice 
Prize. Knecht continued to direct the 
Hillsdale College Community Music 
Program, supervising eight Hillsdale 
College student teachers of 40 
community youth string players. 
• Assistant Professor Derek Stauff 
published an article, “Schütz’s Saul, 
Saul, was verfolgst du mich? and the 
Politics of the Thirty Years’ War,” 
in The Journal of the American 
Musicological Society. In the spring, 
Stauff presented separate papers at 
the annual meeting of the Society 
for Seventeenth-Century Music 
(Providence, Rhode Island) and at 
the Bach Colloquium (Cambridge, 
Massachusetts). He served as guest 
organist for Holy Week at Park Cities 
Presbyterian Church in Dallas, 
Texas. On campus, Stauff presented a 
lecture, “Gregory, Charlemagne, and 
Gregorian Chant,” for the Van Andel 
Graduate School of Statesmanship 
Doctoral Humanities Seminar.
• Dr. Daniel Tacke joined the Hillsdale 
College Music Department last fall as 
visiting associate professor of music, 
theory/composition. This fall, he 
will begin a tenure-track position as 
associate professor of music. 
• Tacke was selected as a featured 
composer for the following:
• The Contrasti Festival 
of Contemporary Music, 
performance of musica ricercata 
| musica poetica by Ensemble 
MotoContrario, Fondazione 
Caritro, in Trento, Italy, in March
• The MATA Festival of 
Contemporary Music in New 
York City in May, performance of 
musica ricercata | musica poetica 
by SCENATET
• wasteLAnd New Music, 
performance of einsamkeit by 
percussionist Sean Dowgray, 
ArtShare Los Angeles, in April 
• The American Composer’s 
Alliance 80th Anniversary 
Concert Celebration, performance 
of übermalung von JSB by 
members of “Cantata Profana,” 
the DiMenna Center for Classical 
Music, New York City, in May
• Tacke presented a performance 
of his andenken at The Society of 
Composers, Inc. National Conference 
at Western Michigan University 
in March. As a harpsichord player, 
Tacke was the continuo player for the 
Music Department’s production of 
Handel’s Messiah in December, and 
he performed the complete Goldberg 
Variations of J.S. Bach in a faculty 
recital in Conrad Recital Hall in March. 
• In addition to directing 
performances with the Hillsdale 
College Big Band, Hillcats, and student 
jazz combos, Artist/Teacher of Music 
Chris McCourry collaborated with 
music faculty Brad Blackham, piano; 
Hank Horton, bass; and Daniel 
Palmer, guitar, for a faculty trumpet 
recital. McCourry also led several 
on-campus performances with the 
Hillsdale College Trumpet Ensemble 
throughout the year. 
• Artist/Teacher of Music Brad 
Blackham, piano, performed a guest 
concert in collaboration with Music 
Department colleagues Stacey Jones-
Garrison, percussion, and Dr. Andrew 
Spring, clarinet, at the Southern 
Composers League 2017 Forum at 
Washington and Lee University 
in Lexington, Virginia, in March. 
Blackham also served as a guest judge 
for the Bowling Green State University 
(Ohio) Concerto Competition in 
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December and the Music Teachers 
National Association, Michigan Young 
Artist Division Piano Competition 
in November. In January, Blackham 
collaborated with Chris McCourry in a 
faculty recital.
• Artist/Teacher of Music Debra 
Wyse performed as a guest artist 
with her duo piano partner, Kristi 
Gautsche, for the Williams County 
(Ohio) Community Concert Series. 
As accompanist/assistant conductor 
of the College Chamber Choir, Wyse 
traveled to Atlanta, Georgia, with the 
Chamber Choir for their performances 
at the College’s National Leadership 
Seminar in April. She was the organist 
for the Music Department’s production 
of Handel’s Messiah in December and 
was the accompanist for several of the 
Opera Workshop scenes in the spring. 
• Artist/Teacher of Music Stacey 
Jones-Garrison was a featured guest 
artist, in collaboration with Hillsdale 
College music faculty Brad Blackham 
(piano) and Andrew Sprung (clarinet) 
at the Southeast Composer’s Forum on 
the Campus of Washington and Lee 
University in Lexington, Virginia, in 
March. Jones-Garrison continued to 
perform as a member of the percussion 
section of the Jackson Symphony 
Orchestra and as a clinician with the 
Western High School Band Program 
in Parma, Michigan. As Music 
Department Admissions Coordinator, 
Jones-Garrison supervised and 
coordinated the recruitment process of 
over 200 prospective Hillsdale College 
music students, arranged over 70 
auditions, and successfully recruited 
more than 65 students to the music 
program for 2017.
• The Hillsdale College Faculty 
Woodwind Quintet, featuring Jaimie 
Wagner, flute; Kaycee Ware-Thomas, 
oboe; Dr. Cynthia Duda, bassoon; 
Dr. Andrew Sprung, clarinet; and Al 
Taplin, horn, presented concerts in 
November with Brad Blackham, piano, 
and in April with senior Kaitlyn Johns, 
bass clarinet. 
Philosophy 
and Religion
• Two new core curriculum courses, 
now required of all incoming students, 
were offered for the first time this year: 
The Western Theological Tradition 
and The Western Philosophical 
Tradition.  
• The department graduated 16 majors 
this year. Among them, Honghyun 
Lee has been accepted into Yale 
University’s master of arts in religion 
comprehensive degree program. Jared 
Eckert has been awarded a prestigious 
John Jay Fellowship. Griffith Brown 
and Carly Howell have both taken 
positions with Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship—Brown at Hillsdale and 
Howell at the University of West 
Virginia. Don McChesney will begin 
graduate studies at Trinity Divinity 
School in Deerfield, Illinois. Jonathan 
Church will be teaching junior high 
and high school Latin and rhetoric 
at Bloomfield Christian School in 
Michigan, and Sam Clausen will teach 
upper school mathematics at Atlanta 
Classical Academy. Among Christian 
Studies majors, Meredith Didier will 
begin graduate studies at Catholic 
University of America, and Kathryn 
Lewis is spending the summer in Iraq, 
teaching English in refugee camps. 
• The College has established an 
arrangement with Philos/Passages to 
offer Hillsdale students ten-day trips to 
Israel to study its history, politics, and 
culture. Two trips were offered this 
year. About a dozen Hillsdale students 
attended in the summer and 43 during 
the winter break.
• The department sponsored five 
guest speakers throughout the year. 
Rob L’Arrivee, the Faith in Life Lecture 
Series speaker, gave an informative 
lecture on Islam, in particular on 
the theological and philosophical 
underpinnings of ISIS. Dr. Tim 
McGrew from Western Michigan 
University gave a lecture titled “How 
to Think About Miracles.” After the 
lecture, about 25 students attended 
a dinner discussion with him. The 
department also sponsored a “virtual” 
lecture by Dr. Jonathan Reibsamen 
(Saint Louis University) via the 
LifeSize application titled “Should 
you believe what you’re told? A brief 
history of epistemic trust.” The annual 
Gershom Lectures in the fall featured 
Dr. Joel Willitts from North Park 
University and Dr. Robert Nicholson, 
director of the Philos Project. Willitts 
gave a lecture titled “Reading the 
New Testament in a Jewish Way:  
Reclaiming the Apostolic Hope for the 
Renewal of Ethnicity and Restoration 
of the Land.” Dr. Nicholson spoke 
on “Beyond Zionism: Recovering the 
Hebraic Tradition.” The day after the 
lectures, Professor Don Westblade 
moderated an interview with the 
speakers. In the spring semester, the 
Gershom Lectures sponsored a one-
hour seminar on Luke and Acts taught 
by Dr. Mark Kinzer. 
• In conjunction with the Education 
Department, the Catholic Student 
Society, and the Chaplain’s Office, 
the department also co-sponsored 
three lectures by Dr. Peter Kreeft of 
Boston College. Dr. Kreeft spoke on 
Christian unity and heaven, and on the 
philosophy of logic. 
• During the fall semester, the Phi 
Sigma Tau philosophy honorary 
sponsored a philosophy tutoring 
program that met twice a week. In 
November, the honorary organized 
a trip to South Bend, Indiana, for 
the 17th annual Notre Dame Center 
Faith in Life lecturer Rob L’Arrivee
20
for Ethics and Culture conference.  
The theme of this year’s conference 
was “You are Beauty.” In March, the 
honorary held a mixer to welcome 
the department’s two new faculty 
members.
• Dr. Blake McAllister joined the 
faculty as an assistant professor of 
philosophy. He published two articles: 
“Divine Command Theory and Moral 
Supervenience” in Philosophia Christi, 
and “Seemings as Sui Generis” in 
Synthese. Additionally, he has two 
articles forthcoming in American 
Catholic Philosophical Quarterly and 
in Restoration & Philosophy, as well 
as two that have been commissioned. 
He gave the following scholarly 
presentations during the school year: 
“The Perspective of Faith” for the 
Society of Christian Philosophers 
Eastern Regional Meeting at Rutgers 
University; “Reforming Reformed 
Epistemology” at the American 
Philosophical Association’s Eastern 
Division Meeting; “Why Internalists 
Should Endorse Phenomenal 
Conservatism (and Externalists Should 
Pay Attention)” at the American 
Philosophical Association’s Central 
Division Meeting; and “Restoring 
Common Sense: Common Sense 
Epistemology and the Restoration of 
Tradition” for the Christian Scholars 
Conference at Lipscomb University. 
Additionally, he served on a panel on 
Philosophical Engagements with the 
Stone-Campbell Tradition. 
• Professor of Philosophy 
Nathan Schlueter’s book, Socialist 
Conservatives and Selfish Libertarians: 
The Philosophy, Economics, and Politics 
of the Libertarian-Conservative Debate, 
co-authored with Nikolai Wenzel, was 
published by Stanford University Press. 
He and Wenzel also debated at the 
Kirby Center on libertarianism versus 
conservatism. Schlueter authored a 
chapter, “More than Mere Will: The 
Ground of Fidelity,” in Torn Asunder: 
Children, the Myth of the Good Divorce, 
and the Recovery of Origins, published 
this year. He wrote “The True Lessons 
of 1984” for National Review Online 
and two online articles for Public 
Discourse: “Moral Truth and the Ethics 
of Voting: How Should I Vote?” and 
“The Politics of Passion: The Lesson of 
Thomas More.” 
• Dr. Ian Church joined the 
department as a visiting assistant 
professor of philosophy. He spoke at 
the Collegiate Scholars retreat this 
summer on the relationship between 
science, philosophy, and religion, in 
preparation for a Collegiate Scholars 
seminar he will teach next semester 
titled “Science and Religion: A 
Philosophical Introduction.” Two 
of his articles were published: “The 
Limitations of the Limitations-Owning 
Account of Intellectual Humility” 
in Philosophia, and “On Epistemic 
Consequentialism and the Virtue 
Conflation Problem” (with J. Adam 
Carter) in Thought. He also wrote 
an invited chapter, “Is God Hidden, 
Or Does God Simply Not Exist?” 
for Philosophy, Science and Religion 
for Everyone. His book, Intellectual 
Humility: An Introduction to the 
Philosophy and Science (co-authored 
with Peter L. Samuelson), was 
published by Bloomsbury Academic, 
and he is in the process of editing the 
Routledge Handbook on Theories of 
Luck. Church has also been selected 
to become the faculty advisor for 
a Christian apologetics group on 
campus.
• Assistant Professor of Theology 
Jordan Wales delivered a paper at the 
conference of the North American 
Patristics Society in May, “Visionary 
Empathy: Gregory the Great on 
Compassion as Human Participation 
in the Life of God.” He also presented 
a paper to the Van Andel Graduate 
School, “Gregory the Great and 
the Theology of Christian Rule: 
Compassion, Contemplation, and the 
Art of Arts.”
• Professor of Philosophy James 
Stephens team-taught a course on 
Philosophy of Mind with Professors 
Angie Pytel (biology) and Jordan 
Wales (religion). Stephens was a cast 
member of the Theatre Department’s 
performance of The Eumenides, and, 
at the director’s invitation, did a “talk-
back” with the audience after the show. 
He also performed in The Taming of 
the Shrew, this year’s production for 
the annual “Shakespeare in the Arb.” 
• Assistant Professor of Religion Don 
Westblade gave a response to Andrew 
Ballitch on John Cotton’s “Place in 
Puritanism,” and to Walter Schultz on 
“Emanation in Jonathan Edwards’s 
End of Creation,” at the Evangelical 
Theological Society Annual Meetings 
in San Antonio, Texas, in November. 
He serves on the steering committee 
for the American Christianity section 
of the Evangelical Theological Society. 
Westblade also attended the Advancing 
Native Missions national conference 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, this year, 
as well as the InterVarsity Faculty 
Conference. He was a guest lecturer at 
the Jonathan Edwards Seminar at the 
University of Northwestern in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, in October.  
• On campus, Westblade served as a 
moderator for the Gershom Lecture 
Panel in September and as the Inter-
Varsity Christian Fellowship Soma 
speaker in April. He was initiated into 
the Phi Kappa Phi national academic 
honorary. He also served as an interim 
preacher at College Baptist Church.
• Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
Lee Cole presented an Aquinas 
paper in October at the Patristics, 
Medieval, and Renaissance Conference 
in Villanova, Pennsylvania, titled 
“Between Being and Nothingness: 
Prime Matter Revisited.” That 
same month, he gave a talk, “On 
the Humanizing Effects of Liberal 
Education,” at a Hillsdale College 
Admissions event at the Iroquois 
Club in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 
In November, he organized a trip 
(involving eight students and two 
other faculty members) to South 
Bend to attend a lecture by D. C. 
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Rhetoric and 
Public Address
• The Speech Studies Program 
achieved departmental status last 
August, becoming the Rhetoric 
and Public Address Department. 
This change reflects the College’s 
commitment to the classical roots of 
communication as a discipline, and 
the department’s integral relationship 
with the latest core course offering: 
Classical Logic and Rhetoric. 
• Dr. Kirstin Kiledal was named 
chairman of the new department. In 
addition to this responsibility, Kiledal 
is a co-coordinator of the Classical 
Logic and Rhetoric course, serves as 
Director of Forensics (overseeing each 
of the three competitive speaking 
teams and the integrated program), 
and is an editor of a series of texts and 
readers for the new course, sharing 
responsibility for their development 
with Assistant Professor of Education 
Jeffrey Lehman.
• The 2016-2017 academic year 
was a busy and successful one for 
Assistant Professor and Director of 
Debate Matthew Doggett and the 
Debate Team. Doggett attended 
two debate camps—Illinois State 
University and Lafayette College—
where he served as a lab leader at 
each. He also presented a series of 
lectures at the Lafayette College 
Debate Cooperative. He attended the 
National Communication Association 
conference with Professor Matthew 
Warner to continue professional 
development and review assessment 
practices in the field. Doggett served 
on the National Forensics Association 
ad hoc committee on ethics and as a 
voting delegate. 
• The Hillsdale College Debate Team 
completed one of the most successful 
seasons in its 30+ year history. The 
team reports national champions in 
Discussion and Novice LD at the Pi 
Kappa Delta National Convention and 
Speech Tournament. This tournament 
is the oldest and largest comprehensive 
Schindler titled “Love and Beauty, 
‘The Forgotten Transcendental,’ in 
Aquinas.” On campus, Cole gave a 
lunch presentation, hosted by the 
Lyceum, titled “‘Christian Philosophy’: 
Culmination or Contradiction?” He 
also gave a lecture to the Collegiate 
Scholars program, titled “A Brief 
History of Metaphysics.” Cole 
is currently working on a book 
on Thomistic metaphysics and 
epistemology.
• After 27 years, Grewcock 
Professor of Humanities Tom Burke 
resigned from his position as Dean 
of Humanities. He will remain 
chairman of the Philosophy and 
Religion Department. Burke will 
be on sabbatical during the 2017-
2018 academic year. He will conduct 
research on various topics in the 
philosophy of religion, emphasizing in 
particular the doctrines of the Trinity 
and the Incarnation.
“LIFE IS IN LANGUAGE,” senior Madison 
Estell says. Estell majored in Spanish simply 
because she loved it, while her biology minor 
has prepared her well for the medical career 
she foresees. She also hopes her knowledge 
of Spanish will help her as a physician, 
especially if she works in urban areas. “Being 
able to connect with Spanish-speaking 
patients would be a great advantage,” she 
says.
Hillsdale’s Spanish Department has been one 
of the best parts of Estell’s undergraduate 
experience. She cites Assistant Professor of 
Spanish Olga Muñiz, who passed away in 
May 2016, as one of her favorite professors. 
“Her passion and her love of poetry spoke to 
me,” says Estell, “and I really connected with 
her over that. That’s a time I hold dear.”
Estell participated in the Sigma Delta 
Pi Spanish honorary, the Phi Kappa Phi 
interdisciplinary honorary, and the Pre-
Professional Society on campus. She 
competed with the Charger Track and 
Field team and belonged to the Pi Beta 
Phi sorority, and she attended the Greek 
InterVarsity and the Athlete InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship. She recently earned 
GLIAC Academic Excellence Honors 
for track. Estell also participated in the 
Buddy Reading Project and the Adopt-a-
Grandparent Project, and she volunteered 
at a local hospital. For nearly her entire 
four years at the College, Estell worked in 
the President’s Office as well, researching, 
managing mail, and transcribing writings of 
Winston Churchill.
Now Estell is returning home to Shawnee, 
Kansas, while she does research and applies 
to medical school. She plans to take a gap 
year and travel to a Spanish-speaking 
country before pursuing her medical degree. 
“I would like to do some medical missions 
work,” she says. “That was always my 
dream.”
Reflecting on her full Hillsdale experience, 
she remarks, “Don’t do things halfway. You 
can’t do everything—you can’t do everything 
well—but you can give it everything you 
have.”
FORREST C. AND FRANCES H. 
LATTNER SCHOLARSHIP 
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Madison Estell, ’17 
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debate tournament in the nation. At 
the National Forensics Association 
National Lincoln Douglas Debate 
Tournament, three students placed in 
quarterfinals and won the 2nd place 
debate sweepstakes. Both of these 
achievements are records for Hillsdale 
College. These national awards 
constitute only a small portion of the 
more than 70 team and individual 
awards that the team won throughout 
the season. In addition to its heavy 
travel schedule, the team hosted a 
college tournament on campus. While 
the team’s success should never be 
taken for granted, the future looks 
bright as the team returns in the fall 
having graduated only one competitor. 
• Professor and Director of Individual 
Events Matthew Warner served 
the greater forensics community as 
Director of Debate and as host and 
tournament director of the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Speech League fall 
invitational tournament.  Warner is in 
the final stages of his doctoral program 
at Wayne State University.  
• The Individual Events Team, under 
Warner’s direction, earned the state 
championship in Dramatic Duo at the 
novice level, as well as placing students 
as finalists in the extemporaneous and 
impromptu events. At the varsity level, 
Michigan state finalist placements 
were awarded to Hillsdale competitors 
in informative speaking, performed 
oral interpretation, and poetry. At the 
Pi Kappa Delta National Convention 
and Speech Tournament, the team 
earned the “Excellent” ranking in 
discussion, extemporaneous and 
impromptu speaking, as well as in 
informative speaking.  
• Mock Trial continued its progress 
toward a place at the national 
tournament of the American Mock 
Trial Association; they are now ranked 
52 in a field of more than 650 collegiate 
teams.  Under the tutelage of Hillsdale 
County Prosecutor and Coach Neal 
Brady, the Hillsdale College program 
sent three unit-teams (A, B, C) to 
regional competition, winning one 
competition with an 8-0 record, and 
advancing two units to the Opening 
Round Competitions of the national 
tournament.
Spanish
• Spanish Department Chairwoman 
Sandra Puvogel continued in her role 
as advisor to the Spanish honorary, 
Sigma Delta Pi. This year Patience 
Tyne, ’17, served as the honorary 
president with the support of her 
three officers:  Alexis García, ’17, 
María Grinis, ’18, and David Stone, 
’18. During the first semester, the 
Spanish honorary sponsored a weekly 
tea/conversation hour to converse 
in Spanish in a relaxed atmosphere. 
Students gathered to share in the 
Spanish language and talk about 
current events and their daily lives. 
In the spring semester, Tyne, with the 
help of her fellow officers, brought 
the Flamenco troupe, Compañeros de 
Flamenco, to campus. They performed 
in AJ’s Café and presented a taste of 
Spanish music, dance, and culture to 
a large and enthusiastic crowd. The 
Spanish honorary is grateful to the 
Music Department, which helped to 
sponsor this group and also made a 
dance and guitar masterclass available 
to students prior to the performance. 
In April, the honorary welcomed 
ten new members and elected a new 
executive board.
• Puvogel and her Spanish 
Department colleagues Amanda 
Stechschulte, Kevin Teegarden, and 
Carmen Wyatt-Hayes conducted 
a nationwide search to add two 
new professors to the department. 
After reading 135 applications, the 
department chose 24 candidates, 
whom they interviewed at the Modern 
Language Association Convention 
in Philadelphia in January. After 
interviewing five candidates during 
two-day interviews on campus, the 
Spanish Department, in conjunction 
with the entire search committee and 
the administration, hired two new 
professors who will begin teaching at 
Hillsdale this fall: Todd Mack with a 
Ph.D. from Stanford University and 
Katia Sherman with a Ph.D. from the 
University of Virginia.  
• The Spanish Department had 
a successful academic year with a 
strong senior class comprised of 12 
graduates with majors in Spanish 
Junior Kyle Huitt participated in this year’s Edward Everett Oratory Competition 
on the topic “Is the Supreme Court the Final Arbiter of the Constitution?”
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and one student who received an 
International Studies degree with 
Spanish.  Christian Allison, Christina 
Dressel, and Madison Estell graduated 
with departmental honors due to their 
excellent performance on the Spanish 
written and oral comprehensive exams. 
This year’s Melendy-Dow Prize, 
an award given to the outstanding 
Spanish student in each year’s 
graduating class, went to Alexis García 
and Shelby Nies. 
• The following students from the 
Spanish Department received the 
Lilian Libby Rick Foreign Study 
Scholarship: Allison Dewire, ’19 
(summer 2017, Seville, Spain); Avalon 
McKinney, ’20 (spring 2018, Alicante, 
Spain); Kevin Curby, ’19 (spring 2018, 
Seville, Spain); and Elise Clines, ’18 
(spring 2018, Seville, Spain).     
• The Spanish Department again 
sponsored a weekly conversation 
hour in the cafeteria, designed to give 
students of all levels an opportunity to 
improve their oral and comprehension 
skills in a relaxed atmosphere. 
Senior Christian Allison organized 
and facilitated this additional hour 
of Spanish conversation. Katrina 
Mersereau, ’18, Shelby Nies, ’17, and 
Allison also lent their tutoring talents 
to the department to help first- and 
second-year students.
• In the summer of 2016, four 
Hillsdale College students traveled to 
Spain to participate in study abroad. 
Juniors Katrina Mersereau, Daniel 
Cody, and Emily Balog enrolled in 
classes and undertook internships 
in Seville to further their knowledge 
of Spanish culture and language. 
Junior Laurel Nitzel studied at the 
renowned University of Alicante where 
she completed courses in advanced 
Spanish grammar and conversation. 
In the spring, three other Hillsdale 
College students—McKenzie Yaussy, 
’18, Mercy Tyne, ’19, and Madeline 
Conover, ’18—undertook a semester-
long study of Spanish language, culture 
and literature in Seville. In these 
Spanish Studies Abroad programs, 
students live with Spanish host 
families and take part in numerous 
extracurricular activities such as 
visiting museums, attending concerts, 
or traveling to nearby cities to see 
major historical sites. Study-abroad 
programs provide language majors 
with the opportunity to gain valuable 
cultural insights, improve linguistic 
proficiency, and acquire rewarding 
interpersonal experiences—all of 
which significantly enhance their 
liberal arts education.
• Professor Carmen Wyatt-Hayes 
attended the 2017 International 
Congress on Medieval Studies, 
focusing on those sessions dealing 
with saints’ lives, her field of interest. 
During the spring semester, she 
redesigned her Spanish 393 class 
so that, in addition to providing 
practice in advanced conversation 
and grammar, the students could 
read seminal texts from early Latin 
American history, such as Columbus’ 
first letter to Ferdinand and Isabella, 
Hernán Cortés’ impressions of the 
Aztec capital, Tenochtitlán, and el 
Inca Garcilaso de la Vega’s reflections 
on life in Peru before and after the 
Spanish conquest. 
• Wyatt-Hayes and Assistant Professor 
of French Sherri Rose are co-advisors 
to the International Club. This year, 
the club hosted many events, among 
them, a celebration of the Jewish 
holiday Purim; “Know My Culture,” 
in which foreign students presented 
their personal perspectives on their 
countries of origin; and “My Journey 
from North Korea to Hillsdale,” a 
fascinating account shared by Tia 
Yeon, ’17.
Theatre and Dance
• This past academic year, the 
department underwent some major 
changes. After decades of fruitful 
collaboration, and due to growth 
and changes in each half, the Theatre 
and Speech Department is no more. 
Speech has become its own Rhetoric 
and Public Address Department, and 
Theatre is now known as the Theatre 
The Theatre and Music Departments collaborated 
for a production of the musical Kiss Me, Kate. 
Juniors Nikolai Dignoti and James Young performed in 
the Tower Players’ production of Death of a Salesman.
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and Dance Department. This change 
highlights the burgeoning dance 
program at the College.
• With the change, longtime Chairman 
and Professor of Theatre George Angell 
stepped down from the leadership 
position he had held since 1996. The 
department grew and developed 
significantly under his watch, and 
his many years of experience and 
leadership continue to be an invaluable 
resource to the theatre arts at Hillsdale 
College as Angell continues to teach 
and direct in the program. Professor 
of Theatre James Brandon assumed 
the duties of chairman last summer, 
and he looks forward to leading the 
department in new directions, as 
well as continuing the legacy of his 
predecessors. 
• The production season for the 
Tower Players and the Tower Dancers 
included six major shows, including 
Aeschylus’ Eumenides, Arthur Miller’s 
Death of a Salesman, Cole Porter’s 
Kiss Me, Kate, the Tower Dancers 
Concert, and Friedrich Durrenmatt’s 
The Physicists. This year also marked 
the beginning of a new regular feature 
in the department: The Staged Reading 
Series. Each season, the Tower Players 
will produce a formalized staged 
reading (without costumes, sets, or 
props). These annual readings will 
alternate between neglected classics and 
new plays. The program began with 
a neglected classic: Susan Glaspell’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play from 1931: 
Alison’s House, which was directed by 
Hillsdale alumna Tory Patten Matsos, 
’02.
• On campus, James Brandon 
directed Kiss Me, Kate, was on the 
faculty panel for the Orson Welles 
CCA in March, and also was part of 
a panel presentation on creativity for 
Alpha Rho Tau, the art honorary, in 
November. He continues to advise the 
theatre honorary, Alpha Psi Omega, 
and he also advises the newly re-formed 
Anime Club. He continues to partner 
with Dr. Stephen Naumann of the 
German Department to host a Slavic 
Film Series, where students watch and 
discuss examples of Russian and Polish 
cinema. In May, he partnered with 
Professors Sam Knecht (art), Holly 
Hobbs (dance), Brad Blackham (music) 
and Bryan Simmons (theatre) to host 
area junior high students in the annual 
Payback for Education, a countywide 
program where students get a taste of 
the professional world. 
• Off campus, Brandon attended the 
annual departmental trip to Stratford, 
Ontario, to see productions at its 
world-famous Shakespeare Festival. He 
served as an American College Theatre 
Festival (ACTF) respondent for Alma 
College’s production of Our Town, 
presenting a guest lecture in October; 
and in January he accompanied nine 
students to travel to the ACTF Regional 
Festival in Indianapolis. While there, 
junior theatre major Elena Creed 
advanced to the final round of the 
directing competition, and senior 
theatre minor Eileen Thoma made it to 
the final round of the costume design 
competition. Brandon also attended 
the annual meeting of the American 
Society for Theatre Research in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and presented 
at the Association for Theatre in Higher 
Education Conference in Chicago. 
He continued his work as an editorial 
The Tower Dancers presented their annual concert in April, featuring almost 30 students.
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reader for Ecumenica Journal of 
Theatre and Performance.
• Professor George Angell took a 
sabbatical in the fall, working on a 
number of projects. He also directed 
two shows for the Department: 
Eumenides, which featured senior 
theatre major Dani Morey performing 
the role of Athena as her senior project; 
and The Physicists. He arranged 
and led the annual theatre trip to 
the Stratford Shakespeare Festival. 
He served as an American College 
Theatre Festival respondent for a show 
at Hope College in October, giving a 
guest lecture on their production of 
Roustabout. Angell also continued to 
work as a sound designer and engineer 
for the Tower Players, and he continues 
to design publicity materials for the 
Theatre and Dance Department.
• Along with his duties as Sage Center 
for the Arts production manager, in 
which he facilitates every event held 
in the building, Lighting Designer 
Michael Beyer also taught five different 
classes, designed the lights for five 
departmental productions, and 
directed the production of Death of a 
Salesman.
• Off campus, Beyer crewed, built, 
designed, and/or maintained lighting 
for shows and installations at a variety 
of venues, including the Electric 
Forest Festival in Rothbury, Michigan, 
in June; Faster Horses Festival in 
Brooklyn, Michigan, in July; and 
the Hoxeyville Music Festival in 
Hoxeyville, Michigan, in August. He 
attended the Stratford Shakespeare 
Festival on the annual departmental 
trip. He was a guest lighting designer 
for Capital Ballet Theatre (formerly 
Children’s Ballet Theatre) of Lansing 
twice, designing The Nutcracker in 
November and Don Quixote in May. 
• In February, Beyer created the 
lighting design for Among the Darkest 
Shadows at the Wharton Center in 
East Lansing, Michigan, for the Inlet 
Dance Theatre from Cleveland, Ohio. 
Also in February, Beyer designed 
lights for the Lansing Community 
College production of The Snow 
Queen. Finally, in March, he created 
the lighting design for a production of 
Almost, Maine, at Ashland University, 
Beyer’s undergraduate alma mater.
• Costume Designer Bryan Simmons 
supported the Theatre Department’s 
schedule by designing, building 
costumes, and managing the 
costume shop for productions of The 
Eumenides, Death of a Salesman, Kiss 
Me, Kate, the Tower Dancers Concert, 
and The Physicists. He also served as 
the faculty advisor and shop manager 
for Ria Harju’s senior capstone design 
project for the Tower Dancers.
• As assistant professor of scenic 
design and technical director for 
the department, Renée Surprenant 
designed the sets for four shows of 
the Tower Players season. At the 
start of the fall semester, she hired 
four students to work in the scene 
shop building and painting sets 
under her tutelage. That semester, 
she also co-taught Basic Theatre 
Technology with colleagues Bryan 
Simmons and Michael Beyer, which 
has been a recurring class each fall. 
In the spring, Surprenant created 
and taught two classes for the first 
time: Understanding Theatre and 
Scene Painting. She also worked 
professionally as set designer and 
scenic painter for shows at several 
other Michigan college theatre 
departments this year, including 
Central Michigan University and 
Lansing Community College. 
Surprenant will leave Hillsdale College 
this summer to accept a job at Brown 
University as visiting lecturer of set 
design. 
• The dance program continued 
to grow, flourish, and collaborate 
with other departments and the 
community this year. The dance minor 
experienced further development with 
nine students joining the program 
this year. The newly established dance 
honorary, the National Honorary 
for Dance Arts, continued to add 
members and events. This year, the 
dance honorary produced the second 
annual Nutcracker Suite. In order to 
accommodate a larger audience, this 
performance moved to the Markel 
Auditorium main stage with special 
appearances by young students from 
the local dance studio, Studio 55.  
• Dance students presented two 
informal dance showings as part of 
the Choreography and Improvisation 
I and II courses. Visiting Assistant 
Professor Holly Hobbs directed the 
13th annual Tower Dancers concert 
in April. This performance featured 
almost 30 students performing 
works in ballet and modern, four 
student choreographers, two faculty 
choreographers, and a guest artist. 
Hobbs created “Cosmic Resonances” in 
conjunction with the Hillsdale College 
Physics Department and Assistant 
Professor of Physics Timothy Dolch. 
The concert also included a special 
collaboration with Dawn Erb, associate 
professor at the Center for Gravitation, 
Cosmology and Astrophysics at the 
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee, 
who created the sound score for the 
dance. Adjunct Lecturer Jillian Hopper 
created a dance for nine women based 
upon the foundational technique of 
Doris Humphrey.  
• The spirit of collaboration continued 
between the Theatre and Dance 
programs on the spring musical Kiss 
Me, Kate. Returning guest artist 
Phil Simmons choreographed the 
production and once again taught 
a course for theatre students on 
musical theatre dance styles. Further 
collaboration across departments 
included a senior project by theatre 
major Ria Harju. Under the direction 
of Costume Designer Bryan Simmons, 
she designed and created costumes 
for four of the dances on the Tower 
Dancers concert program. 
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Economics and Business 
Administration
• Professors of Accounting Bruce Ikawa and Michael 
Sweeney presented a paper, “CPA Licensing: Interstate 
Variability in Barriers to Occupational Entry,” at The 
Academy of Business Research Conference in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, in March. 
• Bruce Ikawa, who has held the Brouwer D. and Jane E. 
McIntyre Chair in Business Administration, retired this 
spring after 18 years of service to Hillsdale College.
• Susan King was promoted to professor of marketing. 
She began a collaborative effort with Bryan Springer (art) 
and Dr. Kirstin Kiledal (rhetoric), bringing together the 
Advertising, Advanced Computer Graphics, and Theories of 
Rhetoric classes to design a marketing communication plan 
for the newly created Hillsdale County Division of Tourism 
and for Slumber Stache, a division of Airohead Limited. The 
combined output provided these firms with encompassing 
and professional promotional recommendations while 
building student portfolios.
• In an effort to offer practical business experience, the 
Economics and Business Administration Department offers 
business consulting assistance to the local community 
through the Marketing Research class led by Professor King. 
Each year she identifies and secures business candidates 
for this class. This year’s clients included Ouray, Colorado, 
Recreation Study; Montrose, Colorado, Tourism Study; 
Inspired Hands Feasibility Start-Up Study; Hillsdale Daily 
News Subscription Study; and the EBA Alumni Study. The 
response to this initiative has been positive and has helped 
build and solidify relationships between the College and the 
community.
• Last summer, King worked with the Hillsdale Chamber of 
Commerce to develop a free website-building seminar that 
was attended by local businesspeople. 
• Through the generosity of a donor, the department offers 
a three-credit Small Business Seminar to Hillsdale College 
students. This course provides information that allows 
students to prepare a business development plan, outlining 
the steps they would take in a new business venture.
Education
• Daniel Coupland, chairman of the Education Department, 
completed work (with co-author Mrs. Tammy Peters) on 
an English grammar curriculum for K-6th grade students 
titled Well-Ordered Language: The Curious Child’s Guide to 
Grammar. Classical Academic Press released Level 2A and 
Level 2B of the Well-Ordered Language curriculum this 
year; Level 3A and Level 3B should be released in the coming 
year. In April, Coupland gave a lecture at Oakdale Academy 
in Waterford, Michigan, titled “Can vs. Ought: Two Views 
of Education in C. S. Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia.” 
Coupland authored a book review of Matthew Denison’s 
‘Over the Hills and Far Away’: The Life of Beatrix Potter in 
the April 2nd edition of National Review. He served as an 
advisor for the classical education minor and coordinator for 
the teacher apprenticeship. He also served as a consultant for 
the Barney Charter School Initiative, focusing primarily on 
teacher and administrator training with a specific emphasis 
on English language arts. Again this year, he planned and 
hosted Hillsdale College’s annual Classical School Job Fair, 
an event that attracted classical schools from across the 
country. In May, Coupland was promoted to full professor. 
• Jeffrey Lehman continued to teach and to develop two 
relatively new courses within the classical education minor: 
Classical Quadrivium and Master Teachers in the Western 
Tradition. Lehman also wrote the logic text and edited and 
Social Sciences
Chairman and Professor of Education Daniel Coupland received the Emily 
Daugherty Award for Teaching Excellence at the Spring Convocation.
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revised the logic reader for the new core 
course, Classical Logic and Rhetoric. He 
was actively involved in the planning 
and development of the course, and he 
taught a seminar for interested faculty 
in the fall. Lehman launched two new 
courses, Augustine the Teacher (fall 
2016) and Aquinas on the Virtues 
(spring 2017). In addition to the logic 
text and reader, he also wrote Augustine: 
Rejoicing in the Truth, a book on St. 
Augustine’s philosophy and theology of 
education (forthcoming with Classical 
Academic Press). Lehman is the director 
of the Arts of Liberty Project, an online, 
interdisciplinary collection of resources 
for teachers and students of the liberal 
arts and liberal education. He is also a 
Justin Martyr Fellow of the Institute for 
Catholic Liberal Education. He speaks 
frequently on the liberal arts and Great 
Books and serves as a consultant for 
various institutions of higher education 
seeking to craft programs of study 
committed to the liberal arts and liberal 
education. He served for a second 
year as faculty advisor to the Catholic 
Society. Finally, Lehman received 
tenure and was promoted to associate 
professor. 
• Assistant Professor of Education 
Benjamin Beier joined the Hillsdale 
College faculty this year. He taught 
Philosophy of Education and the 
new core course, Classical Logic 
and Rhetoric. In addition to these 
preparations, he spoke to the 
Collegiate Scholars about Ben Jonson’s 
poem “To Penshurst” in November 
and delivered the after-dinner address 
at the Classical School Job Fair on 
campus in February. He penned 
forthcoming book reviews for St. 
Austin Review and Moreana and 
participated in a conference marking 
the 500th anniversary of Thomas 
More’s Utopia in Dallas in November, 
contributing a paper, “Epicurean 
Pleasure in Utopia.” He co-organized 
a panel at the Renaissance Society 
of America and gave a paper on 
Shakespeare’s character, Jack Cade, 
as part of the panel.  Lastly, while 
violent storms kept him from 
attending the annual Shakespeare 
Association of America meeting, he 
co-organized a seminar, “Testing 
Knowledge on Shakespeare’s Stage,” 
that went forward without him for the 
Association.
• Mary Proctor Randall Preschool 
continued to implement a 
comprehensive preschool program 
that emphasizes foundation skills 
in logical concepts, language and 
literature, moral character, and 
civic responsibilities within a well-
structured learning day for 48 
children.
• Mary Randall also serves as 
a training facility that prepares 
individuals to teach elementary 
students. The early childhood 
education minor at Hillsdale is open 
to all students on campus. This 
allows students to complement their 
classroom studies with the opportunity 
to work with children in order to excel 
in a variety of professions. This year, 
100 college students completed weekly 
laboratory hours at Mary Randall. 
• The Mary Randall staff is grateful 
for the generosity and continued 
support provided by the Board of 
Women Commissioners. Hillsdale’s 
model program has many allies: 
faculty, parents, consultants, and other 
colleges and universities.
Professor of History Bradley Birzer gave the 
commencement address at Hillsdale Academy.
Distinguished Fellow Victor 
Davis Hanson spoke on the topic 
“Why World War II Matters.”
Dr. Thomas Conner, who was voted Professor of the Year by the Class of 
2016, gave the Fall Convocation address titled “It’s the People.”
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Concordia Seminary focusing on the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
He was a participant in the Liberty 
Fund Colloquium, “The Declaration of 
Independence in Multiple Contexts,” 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. He was the 
co-organizer and discussion leader for 
the colloquium on “Religious Liberty 
and American Self-Rule” hosted by 
the Graduate School of Public Policy 
at Pepperdine University in Malibu, 
California. Kalthoff attended the 
Cushwa Seminar in the history of 
American Religion at the University of 
Notre Dame. He lectured on Galileo 
and the Church for the Barney Charter 
School Initiative’s teacher conference. 
His book review of Galileo’s Telescope: 
A European Story appeared in the 
journal of the Conference on Faith and 
History. In April, he was inducted into 
the honor society of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
nation’s oldest and most selective all-
discipline honor society.
• Thomas Conner, the William P. 
Harris Professor of Military History, 
accompanied a tour group led by 
Victor Davis Hanson to Ireland and 
Scotland last summer. While there, he 
delivered two lectures on Irish history, 
one at the Trump Resort in Doonbeg 
and the other in Kilkenny. In July, he 
led another Churchill-World War II 
group to England, Normandy, and 
Paris for the Hillsdale Summer Study-
Abroad Program. His manuscript on 
the history of the American Battle 
Monuments Commission was accepted 
for publication by the University Press 
of Kentucky and should be on the 
market by the end of summer 2018. He 
taped a lecture on “America as World 
Power” for the College’s online course 
on “The American Heritage” and 
delivered the Fall Convocation address, 
“It’s the People,” as the Class of 2016’s 
choice for Professor of the Year.
• Professor Richard M. Gamble holds 
the Anna Margaret Ross Alexander 
Chair in History and Political 
Science. His chapter on American 
evangelicals appeared in American 
Churches and the First World War, 
and he published reviews in Society,
The American Conservative, American 
Political Thought, and The Journal of 
• The preschool held its 69th annual 
Commencement Ceremony, a long-
standing tradition in which 25 
children presented a play, sang favorite 
songs, and received diplomas.
History
• Paul Moreno, who holds the 
Grewcock Chair in Constitutional 
History, returned to campus after 
four years at the Kirby Center. He has 
taken the helm of the Social Science 
Division following his appointment 
to succeed Jon Fennell as divisional 
dean. His new book, The Bureaucrat 
Kings, was published by Praeger, and 
he and Joseph Postell co-authored an 
article for Constitutional Studies. He 
wrote book reviews for the Journal 
of American History, American 
Nineteenth-Century History, and The 
Claremont Review of Books.
• Mark Kalthoff completed his 15th 
year as chairman of the History 
Department. During the past year, he 
attended the 40th Annual Symposium 
on the Lutheran Confessions at 
CARROLL ,  IOWA
Christopher Pudenz, ’17 
FROM THE FARMLANDS of Iowa, 
Christopher Pudenz has deep roots in 
agriculture in his state. But after hearing 
Hillsdale President Larry Arnn speak about 
the rigor of the College’s liberal arts program 
at a National Leadership Seminar in Texas, 
Pudenz could not shake the feeling that if he 
did not attend Hillsdale, he would be missing 
out on something special. A campus visit 
confirmed that feeling, so Pudenz left Iowa 
for the hills and dales of southern Michigan.
As a recipient of the Omicron Delta Kappa 
(ODK) Scholarship, Pudenz represents 
the honorary’s standards of scholarship, 
leadership, and character. As president of 
ODK, he oversaw activities designed to bring 
the campus and the community together, 
including a forum this spring in which 
local business leaders spoke to students 
about entrepreneurship. He has served on 
Student Federation for three years and led 
Bible studies in Galloway Residence. He 
cites his two years as head resident assistant 
in Galloway as the activity that helped 
him grow the most. “It’s been fun to see 
how young men can thrive in a close-knit 
community where the higher things are a 
common goal,” he says. “I’m so thankful 
for this experience to be a mentor and to 
watch men develop in their relationship with 
Christ.”
An economics major and math and Spanish 
minor, Pudenz appreciates the “economic 
intuition” that Hillsdale’s classes afford. “It 
gives you a framework for understanding the 
technical aspects of economics,” he says. He 
always knew he would work in agriculture. 
“There’s something about agriculture that’s 
good for the soul,” he says. To that end, 
he worked on a classmate’s cattle ranch 
in Wyoming in summer 2014, held an 
internship with the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association in Washington, D.C., in 
2015, and spent last summer preparing 
for the Graduate Record Exam. He will 
return to his home state to attend Iowa State 
University this fall to earn a graduate degree 
in agricultural economics.NICHOLSON OMICRON DELTA 
KAPPA SCHOLARSHIP
30
Ecclesiastical History. He continued 
to serve on the editorial boards of 
The American Conservative, Modern 
Age, and Humanitas and on a 
regional selection committee for the 
Truman Foundation scholarships. 
C-SPAN’s BookTV and NPR broadcast 
interviews about his 2012 book, In 
Search of the City on a Hill. His new 
book on the “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” will be published by Cornell 
University Press in 2018. 
• Associate Professor Korey Maas 
published the chapter “Justification by 
Faith Alone” in Reformation Theology: 
A Systematic Summary, as well as 
articles for the Wall Street Journal 
and The Federalist. He spoke on the 
topic of natural law at conferences 
in Indiana and North Dakota, and 
presented a paper on “The Vocation 
of the Student” for the Honor Society 
of Phi Kappa Phi. He continues to 
serve as the president of Hillsdale’s Phi 
Kappa Phi chapter, and also sits on the 
board of directors for the Concordia 
University System. 
• In September, Yale University 
Press released Professor Paul Rahe’s 
new book, The Spartan Regime: Its 
Character, Origins, and Grand Strategy. 
He also published “Athens and Sparta” 
in Great Strategic Rivalries: From 
the Classical World to the Cold War 
(Oxford); “Machiavelli and the Modern 
Tyrant” in Machiavelli on Liberty 
and Conflict (Chicago); “Religion, 
Politics, and Piety” in The Oxford 
Handbook of Thucydides; “Liberty 
and Property in Classical Antiquity” 
in The Journal of Policy History; and 
“Aristotle and Modern Politics” in The 
American Journal of Jurisprudence. 
He conducted a seminar in New York 
for the Philos Project. He gave talks at 
Texas Tech University; West Point; the 
University of Otago in Dunedin, New 
Zealand; Thomas Aquinas College; the 
Franciscan University at Steubenville; 
and The Heritage Foundation. Rahe 
also delivered the keynote address at 
the annual meeting of the National 
Association of Scholars. On campus, 
he gave a number of talks, and he 
served as faculty advisor to the 
Alexander Hamilton Society.
• Distinguished Associate Professor 
Darryl Hart’s latest book, Damning 
Words: The Life and Religious Times 
of H. L. Mencken, was published in 
November by Eerdmans. He continues 
with two additional writing projects. 
One is a study of post-World War 
II Roman Catholics and American 
exceptionalism—Between Heresy 
and Exceptionalism—and the other a 
study of Presbyterians in the United 
Kingdom and North America on 
resistance to tyranny, monarchy, and 
the politics of popular sovereignty. 
Hart finished the manuscript for the 
former book, which is part of the series 
he co-edits for Cornell University Press 
on Religion and American Public Life. 
The study of Presbyterians is under 
contract with Palgrave Macmillan. 
Hart’s writing for the Wall Street 
Journal continued this year with three 
separate book reviews: John Fea, The 
Bible Cause: A History of the American 
Bible Society; Kenneth L. Woodward, 
Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and 
Politics From the Age of Eisenhower to 
the Era of Obama; and Philip Gorski, 
American Covenant: Civil Religion 
from the Puritans to the Present. Hart’s 
public speaking included a talk on 
Senior Hailey Morgan created an exhibit on Hillsdale College’s role in the Civil War, which was then displayed in Mossey Library.
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“Religion and Climate Change” for 
the Epworth Heights Lecture Series, 
a paper on “American Presbyterians 
and the National Mainstream” for The 
Colloquium of Presbyterian Scholars, 
a response to a panel of presentations 
on American religious diversity at the 
Conference on Faith and History, a 
book talk about Damning Words at 
Hillsdale College, and an interview 
for the Federalist Radio Hour about 
his book on H. L. Mencken. In March, 
Hart also participated in the faculty 
panel of Hillsdale College’s CCA 
on Orson Welles. He serves on the 
Christian Education Committee of 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
the board of Great Commission 
Publications, and the Christian 
Education Committee and Church 
Revitalization Committee of the 
Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario, 
in addition to weekly responsibilities 
as an elder at Hillsdale Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church.
• Russell Amos Kirk Professor of 
American Studies and Professor 
of History Bradley Birzer’s fifth 
biography, Russell Kirk: American 
Conservative (2015), continued to sell 
well and earn critical acclaim. Sources 
as diverse as the New York Times 
and the Wall Street Journal favorably 
reviewed the biography, and the book 
itself won the Paolucci Book Prize, a 
“Notable Michigan Book” award, was 
nominated as the American Library 
Association’s best book of the year, 
and was named the best book of 
2016 by The American Conservative 
and The Imaginative Conservative. 
In addition to working on two new 
biographies—one of sociologist Robert 
Nisbet and the other of President 
Andrew Jackson—Birzer published 100 
online and print articles, reviews, and 
book chapters.  And, on a somewhat 
left-fielded note, he wrote all of the 
lyrics and the concept for a rock album 
produced and released in Europe 
by a prominent English musician.  
During the school year, Birzer 
traveled extensively, mostly attending 
conferences sponsored by Liberty 
Fund, the Intercollegiate Studies 
Institute, and The Fund for American 
Studies. This summer, he will teach a 
mini-course on the conservatism of 
Edmund Burke for Yale University.
• Matthew Gaetano was promoted 
to associate professor. In the fall, he 
went to the Patristic, Medieval, and 
Renaissance conference at Villanova 
University and presented his findings 
on Aristotelian natural philosophy 
after the Scientific Revolution in a 
paper titled “Corpuscles, Particles, 
and Elements: Matter in Early-Modern 
Scholasticism.” In February, he gave 
a lecture, “Thomism, Natural Rights, 
and the Politics of Prudence,” at the 
Kirby Center in Washington, D.C. 
This spring, the Renaissance Society 
of America had its annual meeting 
in Chicago, and Gaetano—at the 
invitation of the Society of Fellows of 
the American Academy in Rome—
discussed his research on the role of 
the thought of Thomas Aquinas in the 
Italian Renaissance.  
• Dr. David Stewart offered a new 
course, Introduction to Public History, 
as part of the History Department’s 
initiative to prepare interested students 
for post-graduate work in museums, 
archives, and national parks. As 
part of this initiative, two students 
(Hailey Morgan, ’17, and Elizabeth 
Brom, ’17) each completed an exhibit 
examining a facet of the College’s 
history, which they displayed in the 
Library and Dow Center, respectively. 
In addition, several students earned 
summer internships with national 
leaders in public history, including 
the Smithsonian and James Madison’s 
home at Montpelier.
• Professor David Raney, holder of 
the John Anthony Halter Chair in 
American History, the Constitution, 
and the Second Amendment, continues 
to write and speak about topics 
relating to firearms ownership and 
regulation. In September, he chaired 
a panel at the American Political 
Science Association annual meetings 
on the topic of carrying firearms on 
college campuses. That same month, 
he delivered the keynote address for 
the College’s Fall Seminar and Shoot, 
and throughout the academic year he 
discussed the Second Amendment in a 
variety of media interviews. Raney also 
spoke on behalf of the College at two 
Gift and Estate Planning luncheons 
last fall, addressing the subject of 
elections that helped to transform 
America. Additionally, Raney once 
again lectured on various topics in 
American history for the “Roots and 
History of American Liberty” high 
school summer study program this 
past July, and he was a featured speaker 
at two summer Lifelong Learning 
Seminars. Finally, Raney continued 
his collaboration with Dr. Arnn on a 
project to reissue In the Name of the 
Emeritus Professor of History Burt Folsom walking to his last class. 
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People, a book about the involvement of 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas 
in the Ohio Campaign of 1859.
Politics
• Professor Tom West, the Paul 
Ermine Potter and Dawn Tibbetts 
Potter Professor of Politics, had his 
book, The Political Theory of the 
American Founding: Natural Rights, 
Public Policy, and the Moral Conditions 
of Freedom, published by Cambridge 
University Press. Following its release, 
West gave several interviews about 
the book, including on the Federalist 
Radio Hour and National Review 
Online. He gave two presentations 
last fall. He spoke on “The Natural-
Rights and Natural-Law Basis of 
the Founders’ Policies on Sex and 
Marriage” at the American Political 
Science Association’s annual meeting 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
gave a lecture titled “The Founders’ 
Arguments Justifying Equality, 
Natural Rights, and Natural Law” at 
the Northeastern Political Science 
Association conference in Boston, 
Massachusetts.
• Assistant Professor Adam 
Carrington’s book, Liberty in Full: 
Justice Stephen Field’s Cooperative 
Constitution of Liberty, will be 
published this year by Lexington 
Books. He has two articles 
forthcoming in the Journal of Southern 
Legal History and in Presidential 
Studies Quarterly. Another article, 
“Constructed for Liberty: Justice 
Clarence Thomas’s Understanding 
of Separation of Powers,” was 
published in the Journal of American 
Political Thought. He also had articles 
published in Public Discourse and in 
The American Thinker. Carrington 
gave a Constitution Day lecture, 
“Liberty as Lodestar,” at West Florida 
University in Pensacola, Florida. On 
campus, he gave lectures for Scholars 
Weekend, the Collegiate Scholars 
Program, and the Van Andel Graduate 
School of Statesmanship Doctoral 
Humanities Seminar, and he also 
provided two lectures for the College’s 
online course on the Supreme Court. 
• Associate Professor John Grant was a 
presenter at a roundtable discussion on 
“Leo Strauss on Religion, Morality, and 
Politics” at the American Political Science 
Association meeting in September. In 
April, he spoke on “Rawlsian Liberalism 
as the Principal Cause of the Decline 
in the Constitution in Our Time” at 
the Philadelphia Society Meeting. On 
campus, he lectured for the summer 
Lifelong Learning Seminars and the 
Ladies for Liberty Camp. He presented 
“Philosophic Ethics and Biblical 
Revelation in the Thought of Moses 
Maimonides” for the Van Andel Graduate 
School Doctoral Humanities Seminar in 
January. Grant also taught a new course 
this year: Justice Among Nations.
• Kevin Slack was promoted to 
associate professor. His book, 
Benjamin Franklin, Natural Right, 
and the Art of Virtue, was published 
in June by the University of Rochester 
Press. It has received favorable reviews 
by several scholars, including Ralph 
Ketcham and Steven Forde. Last 
fall, Slack taught a new course titled 
American Colonial Thought. His 
current professional projects include 
finishing a second book on Benjamin 
Franklin, editing a book on colonial 
political writings, and completing a 
manuscript on the rise of the New Left 
in American politics in the 1960s.
Dr. Christopher Martin (far right) presented economics awards to Gregory Farison, ’18,
 Kacey Reeves, ’18, and Christopher Pudenz, ’17, at the Honors Assembly.
Professor of Politics Tom West 
participated in the Alexander Hamilton 
Society’s foreign policy debate.
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• Assistant Professor of Politics 
Matthew Mendham dedicated last 
summer to revisions and the writing 
of what should be the final new 
substantive sections of his book 
manuscript: “Can Rousseau’s Life Be 
Reconciled with His Principles?  The 
Specter of Hypocrisy and the Spirit 
of His Thought.” With the revisions 
and some deletions, at least three 
additional peer-reviewed articles 
should also be generated from the 
project. Mendham spent considerable 
time each semester on a new Rousseau 
course (graduate and undergraduate 
versions) that provided substantive 
introductions to most of the known 
figures who influenced Rousseau and 
to key successors. In service for the 
undergraduates, Mendham began his 
duties as a core advisor and designed 
and administered the first full version 
of the politics major comprehensive 
exam. For the graduate program, he 
designed and graded two rounds of 
the French reading exam, read three 
qualifying exams (with oral defenses), 
and began as the first reader for one 
dissertation. 
• Associate Professor Kevin Portteus 
presented a lecture on NFIB v. Sebelius
for the College’s online course on the 
Constitution. He presented a lecture 
to the Collegiate Scholars Program on 
the 2016 election and wrote an essay on 
that subject for the Liberty Fund’s Law 
and Liberty site. He participated in a 
Freedom Forum, a Lifelong Learning 
Seminar, and a Hoogland Center for 
Teacher Excellence program. He gave 
two talks on slavery in antebellum 
American political thought for the 
Claremont Institute’s Publius Fellows 
Program, and he participated in 
the Kirby Center’s conference on 
constitutional statesmanship. His 
essay on EpiPens and the ruling class 
appeared in Forbes, and he completed 
a paper on Abraham Lincoln’s 1852 
eulogy of Henry Clay. Portteus 
continues to teach a full load of courses, 
advise undergraduates, review master’s 
theses, and has recently began directing 
his first dissertation on the rejection of 
social compact theory in antebellum 
New England.
Psychology
• To better accommodate the 
intellectual interests and career 
goals of its students, the Psychology 
Department implemented significant 
changes to its curriculum effective 
for the 2016-2017 academic year. New 
AS A SENIOR IN HIGH SCHOOL, 
California native Keith Vrotsos first decided 
to go to Hillsdale when he met Dr. Arnn.
“He took me aside, looked me in the eye, and 
asked, ‘We get to live in such a time. Are we 
worthy of it?’” Vrotsos says. “That moment 
had a profound impact on my life.” 
As Vrotsos puts it, at that moment he 
realized that he had the potential to do 
something “greater beyond myself.” He 
believed that by going to Hillsdale to study 
the great arguments of the Western and 
American heritage and develop a passion for 
great ideas, he might be able to contribute to 
a larger cause. 
During his time here, Vrotsos was a 
resident assistant in Galloway Residence 
and a fellow in the Winston Churchill 
Fellowship Program. He also belonged to the 
Catholic Society, the Investment Club, and 
volunteered with A Few Good Men.
Vrotsos, who has a passion for defending 
free government and constitutional 
republicanism, was also involved with the 
College Republicans, the Classical Liberal 
Organization, the Young Americans for 
Freedom, and the Young Americans for 
Liberty. The professor he names as having 
the most impact on his education is 
Associate Professor of Politics Kevin Slack. 
“I had Dr. Slack for Constitution 101, and 
ever since sophomore year I have frequently 
visited his office to discuss the weighty 
subjects that pertain to the destiny of the 
nation,” Vrotsos says. “I would often spend 
upwards of two hours in his office each 
week.”
A financial management major and Latin 
minor, Vrotsos is pursuing a position with 
Vanguard mutual fund and investment 
management firm. No matter where he 
ends up, he says that one lesson Hillsdale 
has taught him that he will carry with him 
throughout his life is gratitude for the people 
who support and give money to Hillsdale 
College.
“They believe that the College stands for 
important principles and that the students 
who are educated here will be influential 
in achieving those principles amidst the 
challenges of modern politics,” he says. 
“I will never lose sight of the fact that the 
people who support our education believe 
that we have the potential to accomplish 
great things and make meaningful, 
significant contributions to the destiny of 
our nation.” 
CHARLES O. LEE, JR. AND 
LOUISE K. LEE SCHOLARSHIP IN 
FINANCE
FONTANA ,  CALIFORNIA
Keith Vrotsos, ’17 
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theoretical courses include Pillars 
of Psychology I and II, wherein 
students read seminal writings of 
important leaders in the field, as well 
as a Philosophy of Social Science 
course. Other new courses include 
Introduction to Clinical Psychology, 
Industrial/Organizational Psychology, 
Advanced Statistics, Laboratory 
Assistantship, and a Psychology 
Practicum. These changes will better 
prepare students for graduate study or 
careers in psychology.  Anyone having 
a psychology practicum or internship 
opportunity for a Hillsdale College 
psychology student may contact 
Dr. Kari McArthur at kmcarthur@
hillsdale.edu.
• The 2017 graduating psychology 
majors continued the tradition of 
posting exceptional scores on the 
national Educational Testing Service 
Major Fields Test in Psychology. 
Seniors collectively scored at the 
98th percentile as compared to 
students from 294 other institutions 
nationwide.  
• In April, the Psychology Department 
hosted the Michigan Undergraduate 
Psychology Research Conference. Over 
140 students and faculty members 
from colleges and universities within 
the state attended the event, where 
students presented oral and poster 
research presentations across the 
spectrum of psychological subfields. 
Five Hillsdale students presented 
research: junior Colby Clark (“Cultural 
Differences in Category Learning,” 
supervised by Dr. Jeri Little); junior 
Elyse Hutcheson (“Response to 
Punctuation Differences in Text-Based 
Communications as a Function of 
Recipient Self-Esteem,” supervised 
by Dr. Collin Barnes); senior Sarah 
Milback (“The Physiological and 
Behavioral Responses of Infants to 
the Prosocial and Antisocial Actions 
of Others,” supervised by Dr. Kari 
McArthur); junior Mikaela Overton 
(“The Suggestibility of Preschoolers’ 
Autobiographical Memory: The 
Effects of Misinformation from an 
Adult or Peer and the Delay of Recall,” 
supervised by Dr. Kari McArthur); and 
junior Elena Ramlow (“The Ability 
of Mnemonic Devices to Improve 
Recall in Preschool Children: The 
Mnemonic Rainbow,” supervised by 
Dr. Jeri Little). The keynote speaker 
for the event was Dr. Christopher 
Chabris of Harvard University. 
Among lay audiences, Dr. Chabris is 
best known for The Invisible Gorilla: 
How Our Intuitions Deceive Us, a New 
York Times bestseller co-written with 
Dr. Daniel Simons. Undergraduate 
psychology students know him best for 
the fascinating finding that inspired 
the book; that is, individuals’ failure 
to notice a gorilla among a group 
of people, when attending to other 
information in the same scene.
• Continuing his exploration 
of the history and philosophy of 
psychology, Assistant Professor Collin 
Barnes extensively revised his social 
psychology course in the fall to include 
readings and lectures addressing the 
earliest and generally forgotten texts 
of the field. He also expanded his 
philosophy of social science class, and 
over the course of the year taught two 
seminars on seminal works in 20th 
century psychology. Barnes published 
an essay in October with the social 
science blog Heterodox Academy that 
considers why the wonder experienced 
by astronomers investigating the 
cosmos might be unknown to social 
psychologists in their research. During 
the summer, Barnes taught a seminar 
on the post-critical philosophy of 
Student participants in the Small Business Seminar learned 
how to prepare a business development plan.
Professor of the Year Collin Barnes
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Michael Polanyi while supervising 
LAUREATES-sponsored research 
with junior psychology major Jessica 
Kopmeyer. Finally, Barnes is preparing 
a full course on psychological theories 
of personality for this fall, and was 
named Hillsdale College’s Professor of 
the Year by the graduating class of 2017.
• During the fall term, Assistant 
Professor Jeri Little presented two 
research projects at the Annual 
Meeting of the Psychonomic Society: 
one with former Hillsdale psychology 
major Erin Graham, ’16, titled 
“Altering features of interspersed 
items influences learning strategy and 
knowledge representation,” and one 
with colleagues Chris Wahlheim at 
the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro and Mark McDaniel at 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
titled “Category learning strategies 
in younger and older adults: Rule-
abstraction and memorization.” Little 
was also invited to speak at Kalamazoo 
College about “Optimizing multiple-
choice tests for learning.” In the 
spring, Little was a presenter at the 
Midwestern Psychology Association 
conference titled “Rule Abstraction 
or memorization? Implications for 
learning.” She also co-authored a 
chapter in Cambridge Handbook 
on Cognition and Education titled 
“Multiple-choice and short-answer 
quizzing on equal footing in the 
classroom: Potential indirect effects of 
testing,” which is due to be published 
soon. Finally, Little is supervising 
three psychology majors (rising seniors 
Mary Blendermann, Colby Clark, 
and Giannina Imperial) through 
the LAUREATES/Summer Research 
program. 
• Department Chairwoman and 
Associate Professor Kari McArthur 
spoke to the College community on the 
topic of depression during Lighthouse’s 
(the College’s student mental health 
advocacy group) popular “Behind 
the Stigma” series. McArthur led a 
group of students to the Midwestern 
Psychological Association’s annual 
convention in Chicago, and supervised 
the Psi Chi psychology honorary in 
completing a number of community 
events, including a book drive for 
the local Head Start program and 
Christmas gifts for families residing in 
the local shelter who are dealing with 
domestic abuse. Finally, this summer, 
McArthur is working with psychology 
major Mikaela Overton, ’18, a 
LAUREATES recipient, investigating 
“Preferential Looking Time and Heart 
Rate of Infants when Exposed to a 
Social Evaluation Vignette.”
WATERFORD,  PENNSYLVANIA
Casey Inks, ’17 
SENIOR CASEY INKS KNEW when 
she came to Hillsdale that she wanted to 
compete on the College’s varsity shotgun 
team. “Honestly, that’s the reason I’m at 
Hillsdale,” she says. 
Inks was about five years old when she 
began shooting, and at about eleven she 
started seriously pursuing it as a sport. At 
the College, she spent time practicing at the 
shooting range nearly every day. The team 
worked together three days each week for 
two hours—plus time on the weekends—and 
did strength training on the other days. 
“It is actually a team and not just a club,” 
Inks says, “so it takes a lot of time and 
dedication.”
The team competes five or six times each 
year, but the most important event is 
nationals, held in San Antonio each spring. 
“Every time we go down to nationals, we 
have this moment when the team comes 
together and we compete really well, and 
it’s just a great week,” Inks says. Compared 
to the teams from most schools, Hillsdale’s 
shotgun team is remarkably small, with 
just 10 members. Yet Hillsdale always 
competes well, having won ACUI National 
Championships in four consecutive years.
“It’s really crazy what we can do and what we 
can push ourselves to achieve,” Inks says. She 
herself earned the third-place trophy among 
women shooters in American trap at the 
2016 SCTP Regional Fall Collegiate National 
Championship last October.
Apart from her involvement on the team, 
Inks also took part in the Humane Society 
Project on campus, as well as the Lighthouse 
Club and the Phi Alpha Theta history 
honorary. In the fall of her junior year, she 
participated in the Washington-Hillsdale 
Internship Program (WHIP), interning 
at the Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History. “WHIP was probably the 
best choice I made at Hillsdale,” she says.
Inks graduated with a history major and a 
Spanish minor. She plans to return to her 
home state of Pennsylvania, get married, 
and work in a development position at the 
Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh.
LADIES FOR LIBERTY SHOOTING 
SCHOLARSHIP
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American Studies
• Under the directorship of Associate Professor of Politics 
Kevin Portteus, who holds the Lawrence Fertig Chair in 
Politics, three students graduated in 2017 with a degree 
in American Studies: Evyn Melanson, Mallory Mills, and 
Ben Wallace. Their theses examined, respectively, the 
1924 Democratic National Convention, the rise of the 
neoconservative movement, and manifest destiny.
• The Delta Pi Nu American Studies honorary installed 
new officers, led by president Cassidy Syftestad, ’18, and 
Vice President Michael Lucchese, ’18. They hope to expand 
membership and programming in the 2017-2018 year, 
resuming the Last Lecture and Mecosta visit programs, and 
are looking for new programming opportunities.
Dow Program in American 
Journalism
John J. Miller, Maria Servold, and Scot Bertram are pleased 
to report several successes for the 2016-2017 school year:
• The Collegian published a record 27 times and more 
than 60 students wrote for it at least once. Its writers broke 
national news with coverage of the consideration of President 
Larry Arnn for secretary of education and led local news 
with its reports on a local boy who went missing as well as a 
murder in Hillsdale County. 
• Journalism scholarships will support 35 students in 2017-
2018, including eight scholarships in radio.
• Twelve students graduated in 2017 with a minor in 
journalism. Nine of these graduates have taken jobs in the 
professional media: Tom Novelly at the Louisville Courier-
Journal; Evan Carter at the Mackinac Center’s Capitol 
Confidential; Sarah Chavey at the St. Paul Pioneer Press; 
Phil DeVoe at National Review; Andrew Egger at the Weekly 
Standard; Anders Hagstrom at the Daily Caller; Kate Patrick 
at Industry Dive, a business news website; Timmy Pearce 
at the Daily Caller; and Ramona Tausz at First Things. 
Graduates with jobs outside of journalism include Jessie 
Fox at Open the Books and Nathanael Meadowcroft at an 
actuarial firm; and Kat Torres will work for the College’s 
Sports Information Department. 
• WRFH 101.7 FM (Radio Free Hillsdale) finished its first 
full school year on the air, with programming that featured 
the syndicated shows of Hugh Hewitt and Dennis Prager as 
well as original student content. By April, 35 students were 
working consistently at the station, taking part in 15 weekly 
shows and eight weekly features. Student content made 
up six to seven hours of every broadcast day. Uploaded to 
Soundcloud and distributed via iTunes and Stitcher, their 
programs have been played more than 11,000 times since 
January. Students also provided updated news and weather 
forecasts throughout the day and took part in behind-
the-scenes editing and production. Students attended the 
Hillsdale/Talkers Presidential Talk Radio Debate at the 
Kirby Center in October, the Michigan Association of 
Broadcasters conference in March, and the Talkers 2017 
conference in New York City in June. 
• Journalism students have secured summer internships at 
the Detroit News (two students), The Tennessean, The Street, 
New York Post, Washington Business Journal, The Federalist, 
Washington Times, Catholic News Service, Humanities, Red 
Alert Politics, Seal Beach Sun, The Washington Free Beacon, 
Independent Journal Review, Our American Stories, Bold 
Gold Media, and Radio America.
• Many journalism students freelanced during the 
school year, writing professionally for the Detroit News, 
The Federalist, Verily, Daily Caller, Acculturated, Liberty 
Headlines, and The College Fix.
• In January, The Collegian received 20 awards from the 
Michigan Press Association for the 2015-2016 school year. 
• Miller taught two semesters of Advanced Writing, 
an intensive writing workshop. He also taught Political 
Journalism in the fall and Sportswriting in the spring. 
Servold taught Introduction to Journalism in the fall and 
spring. Bertram taught Radio Programming and Production 
in the fall and Radio News in the spring.
• The program hosted Lee Habeeb of Salem Radio Network 
and Our American Stories as a Pulliam Fellow in the fall and 
David Goldman of Asia Times as a Pulliam Fellow in the 
spring. Other guests of the program included Mindy Belz of 
World; Kayla Blakeslee of WOWO (Fort Wayne, Indiana); 
Stew Cohen of WZSR (Chicago); Steve Gruber of Michigan 
Talk Radio Network; Paul Loeffler of Fresno State athletics 
and “Hometown Heroes” (radio show); Kathryn Lopez of 
National Review; Joy Pullmann of The Federalist; author 
Interdisciplinary 
Studies
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• As it concludes its fifth year of operation, the Van Andel 
Graduate School of Statesmanship has graduated a total of 
49 students with master’s degrees in Politics: 26 degrees to 
terminal master’s students and 23 to continuing doctoral 
students. 
• Several initiatives are under way to prepare students 
for their careers once they graduate: The Teacher-Scholar 
Apprenticeship and the Classical School Administrator 
Apprenticeship both continue to be popular among students 
interested in careers in academia. The former partners 
individual doctoral students with a member of the graduate 
faculty with a focus on gaining insight and mentoring 
associated with positions at a college level. The latter allows 
both master’s and doctoral students to gain insights into 
both the principles and the practical matters involved in 
operating a classical school. The Barney Charter School 
Initiative continues to work with graduate students who 
are interested in teaching and administrative positions in 
charter schools. Based on student feedback, the Graduate 
School began setting up opportunities for students and local 
alumni to network with and ask questions of managing 
editors, copy editors, and journalism professionals in small 
group sessions. 
• For the 2016-2017 school year, the School of Statesmanship 
brought in seven new master’s students and three new Ph.D. 
students. At commencement, ten master’s degrees were 
awarded; four were terminal degrees and six were awarded to 
continuing Ph.D. students. For the 2017-2018 school year, the 
School of Statesmanship will have nine incoming master’s 
students and four incoming doctoral students along with one 
current M.A. student accepted for transfer to the doctoral 
program. Overall numbers are projected to be 17 M.A. 
students and 32 Ph.D. students for a total of 49 graduate 
students. The first Ph.D. graduates are projected to walk the 
commencement stage in 2018. The exact number will depend 
on the timing of dissertation completions. 
• Among the 2017 M.A. graduates, Kyle Murnen, a 
continuing doctoral student, received the Judith Finn 
Memorial Exemplary Master’s Graduate Award. Following 
graduation, John Brooks began working as a staff writer 
for Institutional Advancement where he had worked part 
time while a master’s student. Andrew Heim began working 
at the Kirby Center as an executive assistant and program 
coordinator. Thomas Cloud is pursuing doctoral studies in 
politics at Louisiana State University.
• In the fall, Ph.D. students Alyssa Bornhorst, Nathan Gill, 
and Thomas Tacoma presented papers and took part in the 
American Political Science Association’s annual meeting. 
Also in the fall, Ph.D. students Colin Brown, Juan Davalos, 
Jessica Higa, Clifford Humphrey, and William Zeiser and 
M.A. student Zachary Rogers attended the Philadelphia 
Society meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. During 
the spring, Ph.D. students William Zeiser and Peter Cross 
and M.A. student Annalyssa Lee attended the Philadelphia 
Society meeting in Dallas, Texas. In addition, Ph.D. student 
Moritz Muecke traveled to Boston, Massachusetts, to present 
a paper at the Northeast Political Science Association’s 
annual meeting, and Ph.D. student Clifford Humphrey 
traveled to Savannah, Georgia, to present a paper at the 
Georgia Political Science Association’s annual meeting. 
As well, Ph.D. students Jonathan Ashbach, Juan Davalos, 
Lynette Grundvig, Jessica Higa, Kevin Lotruglio, Sarah 
Onken, and Thomas Tacoma attended the Association of 
Core Texts and Courses annual conference in Dallas, Texas, 
in April. The students had the opportunity to serve on panels 
and present academic papers.
• Ph.D. students Alyssa Bornhorst, Nathan Gill, Michael 
Kelsey, Veronica Lyter, and Kathleen Thompson passed 
their doctoral comprehensive exams in the fall and became 
the second group of students in the program to achieve 
“Ph.D. candidate” status. All are now working on their 
dissertations.
Sam Quinones; cartoonist Michael Ramirez; Ken Rogulski of 
WJR (Detroit); and Ben Yount of Illinois Radio Network and 
WRPW (Bloomington-Normal, Illinois).
• The program’s staff kept busy outside of the classroom. 
Miller wrote articles and recorded podcasts for National 
Review, where he remains on staff as national correspondent. 
He also contributed to the Wall Street Journal. He continues 
to oversee the Student Free Press Association, best known for 
its higher-education news website, The College Fix. Servold 
wrote for The Federalist and the Daily Signal. Bertram guest 
hosted for Michael Koolidge, syndicated on radio throughout 
Illinois as well as for Steve Gruber on the Michigan Talk 
Radio Network and Ben Yount on WRPW (Bloomington-
Normal, Illinois). He also wrote and recorded original stories 
for the Illinois Radio Network and Illinois News Network.
Van Andel 
Graduate School 
of Statesmanship
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Admissions
• The Admissions Office completed another successful 
year. Much of the work contributing to this success occurred 
during last summer’s intensive planning period, when the 
staff reviewed the previous year’s processes, strategies, and 
tactics to form new one- and three-year goals. The team 
emerged with a strategic plan and then laid the groundwork 
for that plan. After welcoming the incoming class of students 
in August, work began in earnest for building the next 
class. The Field Recruitment team, composed of 11 total 
traveling staff, spent 8-10 weeks in the fall visiting high 
schools, attending college fairs, holding regional admissions 
receptions, and interviewing a total of 546 prospective 
students, a 42 percent increase over last year. In the spring, 
admissions counselors focused on meeting admitted 
students in the process of making their college decision 
and current high school juniors just beginning their college 
search. For the first time, the office traveled internationally 
to recruit students with a two-week trip to Asia. On 
campus, the Admissions Office hosted over 2,000 visitors, 
increasing the total from last year by about 30 percent. These 
programs included visit days for prospective students in the 
fall; scholarship competitions for admitted students; and 
specialty programs for high school guidance counselors, 
high school juniors, and homeschooling families. 
• As part of its marketing effort, the office completed its 
work on creating new brochures with a Chicago-based 
marketing firm, Lipman Hearne, resulting in beautiful 
new informational literature. The team also executed its 
yearlong communication plan, which included a segmented, 
multi-media strategy to reach students across the country. 
This resulted in an increase in inquiries to the Admissions 
Office by nearly 25 percent. The office also successfully 
implemented and utilized a new recruiting software called 
Slate, which increased efficiencies and the staff ’s ability 
to execute daily operations. All of these successes worked 
together to build one of the strongest incoming classes in the 
College’s history. The College received 2,384 applications for 
admission, a 13 percent increase over last year and a record 
high for the College in a single year. The office expects 
to enroll approximately 390 students in August, coming 
from 40 different states. Seventy-one percent of the class 
hails from outside of Michigan. The average ACT for the 
incoming class is 30 for the second straight year, with much 
help again from the Athletic Department, whose recruits 
have an ACT average of over 29. Incoming students were 
actively involved in their schools and communities, serving 
as captains of sports teams, volunteers in their communities, 
and leaders in student government and other clubs and 
organizations. As usual, students choosing Hillsdale also 
consider Ivy League and other top-tier schools across 
the country. The Admissions team is creating next year’s 
recruitment plan and is excited to continue new strategies in 
attracting and enrolling qualified students.
Business Improvements
• Business Improvements (BI) was created in Fall 
2015 under Vice President of Admissions and Business 
Improvements Doug Banbury. Project Manager Angela 
Lashaway joined Business Improvements in April 2016. 
The office works in collaboration across departments in 
the planning, implementation, and direction of projects as 
well as operational reviews and process improvements. It 
helps departments develop projects by defining the scope, 
determining resources, and outlining objectives; as well as 
monitoring, measuring, and evaluating current and ongoing 
projects for vision alignment and success.
• In 2016-2017, Business Improvements was involved in over 
ten major projects, including:
• Define project management methodology and select 
supported project management software (Teamwork 
Project, Trello, and dapulse) for the College. 
• Build out and launch the new Contact Center (opened 
September 2016).
• Consolidate student employment under the umbrella of 
Career Services.
• Implement dashboards in five areas and define standard 
operating procedures for on-boarding and auditing key 
Division of the 
Provost
Freshman Samuel Musser with his Orientation 
guide, sophomore Alex Miller. 
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performance indicators—with 
the goal of taking dashboards 
campus-wide.
• Evaluate business processes at 
Hillsdale College by conducting 
six campus-wide surveys 
and building a metrics and 
information binder that provided 
a historical snapshot of the College 
since 2000; this work culminated 
with a strategic planning session 
with senior leadership in January 
to help outline clear tactical items 
and radiate strategies moving 
forward.
• Launch Phase I Prototype of a 
digital platform and technological 
ecosystem in December in close 
collaboration with Marketing and 
Information Technology Services.
• There are several projects currently 
going through a discovery and research 
phase that includes interviews, 
meetings, and process mapping:
• Internal communications 
improvements—E-mails, 
master calendar, and master 
organizational chart.
• Community relations and local 
outreach.
• Constituent data auditing, 
consolidation, tracking, and 
enhancement.
• Moving forward, Business 
Improvements expects to be a part 
of 6-10 new projects during 2017-
2018 and will also be partnering with 
Information Technology Services and 
Marketing on projects including web 
development and customer record 
management. Additionally, the BI 
office will work to:
• Address standardizing 
interactions for both on-campus 
and off-campus constituents.
• Promote training programs.
• Develop an inventory of current 
practices and procedures, 
standardize documentation to 
avoid repetition, and create a 
knowledge management program.
• Encourage open collaboration 
and communication across 
departments and on all projects.
Contact Center
• The Contact Center enjoyed a 
successful year, through which it 
grew from empty infrastructure 
to a fully functional, multi-media 
communications hub for campus. 
Since opening its doors on September 
7, 2016, the Center has processed 
over 44,600 inbound phone calls, and 
made 177,157 outbound calls soliciting 
prospective students, thanking 
donors, and building relationships 
with constituents. As well, the Center 
has assisted by processing 15,000+ 
online course support tickets. For the 
first time, callers reaching out to the 
Imprimis 1-800 number were greeted 
by a friendly student rather than a 
recording—an endeavor toward which 
16,784 live calls have been handled.  
• The Center identifies itself as a 
“learning center” and has developed 
a curriculum for student workers that 
teaches basic and advanced customer 
service skills. Students are employed 
across management levels, where they 
gain entrepreneurial experience and 
manage a portion of the enterprise. 
This model has been successful, 
attracting over 60 student employees 
in 2016-2017, and retaining 92 percent 
over the course of the year.
• The Center introduced multiple 
successful campaigns through 
the year, including a program to 
reach prospective students, another 
to thank Hillsdale donors for 
their gifts, and a slew of inbound 
services to assist undergraduate and 
graduate admissions, Institutional 
Advancement, and Marketing. 
The Center plans to arrive at full 
implementation over a year early with 
the addition of phonathons and Donor 
Services this fall.
Mossey Library
• Mossey Library bid farewell to 
eight senior student workers: Noah 
Diekemper, Andrew Egger, Katherine 
Herron, Grace Link, Amelia Stieren, 
Madison van der Harst, Kaitlin Wallis, 
and Jonathan Wolff. As they begin the 
next phase of their lives, these seniors 
will be sorely missed at the Mossey 
Library.
• Through the efforts of Institutional 
Advancement Associate Matthew 
Johnson, the gift collection of the 
Richard P. Gates First Editions and 
Limited Editions was received at the 
A staff tour of the College’s Contact Center in Kendall Hall, 
which opened for business in September 2016.
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Mossey Library on October 5, 2016. 
Many of the first editions were in 
excellent condition with book jackets 
intact and covered with a protective 
vinyl cover. The College’s professors 
of English had been notified ahead of 
time that the collection was arriving 
and enthusiastically welcomed this 
gift. They especially hailed the works 
of Cormac McCarthy, Rick Bass, 
Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, 
Edward Abbey, P.G. Wodehouse, 
Louise Erdich, and Larry McMurtry, to 
name a few.
• The crown jewel of the Gates 
Collection is Ernest Hemingway’s Three 
Stories and Ten Poems, 1923, appraised 
at $53,000 by James W. Beattie of 
BooksAppraised.com. Mark Maier, 
assistant to the provost and lecturer in 
English, noted that this copy of Three 
Stories and Ten Poems was originally 
sold at Shakespeare and Company 
bookseller in Paris, France, a bookstore 
frequented by Hemingway himself. The 
majority of the collection will be housed 
in the Dow Special Collections Room 
on the east side of the library’s first 
level. The Franklin and Easton Press 
books that are unsigned and appraised 
for less than $500 each are shelved 
on the Library Heritage Room’s open 
shelves for all users to enjoy. The most 
valuable titles appraised at $500 and up 
will be shelved in the Library Heritage 
Room as well within locked book 
shelves in order to secure these highly 
prized titles.
• A profound thank you to Mr. Richard 
Gates for donating his incredible 
collection, to the professors of English 
for their involvement in this process, 
to the library faculty and staff for 
their first-rate work in processing the 
collection, and to Matthew Johnson for 
his exceptional work in coordinating 
the acquisition of this remarkable 
collection.
• Mr. Edward Carus of Hawaii, 
executor of the Alwin C. Carus 
estate, and his nephew Seth Carus of 
Washington, D.C., came to Hillsdale 
on May 15-17, 2017, for the annual 
Carus Coin Collection Committee 
meeting. Both were quite pleased with 
the meeting and with the library’s 
progress on the collection. 
• Madison Kearney, ’16, was hired 
in August 2016 to replace Veronica 
Ranieri as part-time Carus Coin 
Collection Coordinator. Ranieri, who 
has her master of science in library 
science from Clarion University, 
Pennsylvania, took a librarian 
position at the Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C. Kearney worked 
in Mossey Library for four years as a 
student and majored in English. She 
will leave this August for graduate 
school at the Franciscan University of 
Steubenville in Ohio.
• The Library moved into its 16th 
year of hosting its program titled 
“Our Faculty, After Hours” in which 
faculty members give presentations 
on their hobbies and activities outside 
of the classroom. Held in the Library 
Heritage Room, this year’s programs 
were given by Assistant Professor 
of German Stephen Naumann and 
Associate Professor of History Lucy 
Moye. Naumann’s presentation 
was titled “From the Journals of a 
Germanist in Poland: My Experience 
with Polish Language, Culture, Travel, 
and Life,” and Moye presented “Rescue 
without Borders: Saving Dogs’ Lives 
One Mile at a Time,” in which she 
described her work rescuing dogs 
from disease and euthanasia and 
finding them permanent homes. Both 
presentations were well attended and 
enjoyed by all.
• The Mossey Library continued 
hosting its other lecture series titled 
“Our Faculty’s Ongoing Research” 
(OFOR) to highlight for Hillsdale 
College students the current research 
being conducted and written about by 
Hillsdale College faculty. This year’s 
Mossey Library’s senior student workers: Andrew Egger, Grace Link, Katie Wallis, 
Kat Herron, Amelia Stieren, Maddie van der Harst, and Jonathan Wolff.
Assistant Professor of German 
Stephen Naumann spoke in Mossey 
Library on his experiences in Poland.
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programs were given by Assistant 
Professor of English Benedict Whalen, 
who spoke on his Shakespearean 
research titled “‘Civil Blood Makes 
Civil Hands Unclean’: Friar Laurence, 
Confession, and the Ancient Grudge 
in Romeo and Juliet.” Professor of 
Music Melissa Knecht presented 
“Cows, Chess, and Musical Expertise,” 
in which she described the process by 
which one learns music. Her research 
on learning was applicable to many 
other disciplines as well as music. 
• Mossey Library hosted two book 
discussions during the academic year. 
The first book talk was the classic 
science fiction, dystopian novel A 
Canticle for Leibowitz by Walter 
M. Miller, Jr. held in November. 
The second book discussion was a 
celebration of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s 
150th birthday on February 7, 2017, 
focusing on Wilder’s Little House in the 
Big Woods. Both book discussions were 
organized and led by Brenna Wade and 
enjoyed by all who attended.
• At the request of Collegiate 
Scholars Program Director Dr. Eric 
Hutchinson, the library hosted all of 
the senior Honors students’ theses 
presentations in the Mossey Library 
Heritage Room in April. Eighteen 
student presentations were given 
throughout the two-week period.
• The Mossey Library faculty and staff 
visited and toured the Albion College 
Library in Albion, Michigan, in May. 
Albion College is a four-year liberal 
arts college comparable in size to 
Hillsdale College.
• Technical Services Librarian Dr. 
Maurine McCourry continued to 
teach an online library science course 
at Dominican University’s Graduate 
School of Library and Information 
Science in Chicago. She served as 
the Convener for the Association of 
College and Research Libraries (ACRL) 
Technical Services Interest Group. 
She attended the American Library 
Association’s (ALA) two national 
meetings to meet with and lead the 
group. McCourry also agreed to chair 
the ALA’s Association for Library 
Collections and Technical Services 
Cataloging and Metadata Management 
Section Competencies and Education 
for a Career in Cataloging Interest 
Group, working on a document of 
competencies for library catalogers.
• At the December meeting of the 
Michigan ALA, McCourry and a 
colleague librarian from Wayne State 
University gave a presentation to 
the group titled “Let’s Get Together: 
Planning a Topic-Based Conference 
for MiALA Interest Groups” in which 
they discussed all aspects of planning 
a conference including the selection 
of presentations, space considerations, 
and financial decisions. In March, 
she taught a webinar titled “Setting 
Priorities in Copy Cataloging” for the 
Southwest Florida Library Network. 
McCourry was featured in an online 
video produced by OCLC, a global 
library cooperative, titled “Sharing 
holdings to improve discovery” in 
which she spoke of the benefits to 
library users of Mossey Library/
OCLC cooperation. Finally, while at 
the summer 2016 ALA meeting in 
Orlando, Florida, McCourry presented 
a paper titled “OCLC Records for 
Electronic Holdings: Why and How 
We Use the OCLC Knowledge Base.”
• As information resources 
become more complex, library 
instruction continues to be even 
more multifaceted and essential. 
Public Services Librarians Linda 
Moore and Brenna Wade, ’08, offered 
library instruction presentations to 
31 Hillsdale College and local high 
school classes.
• Although her major responsibilities 
are in reference and circulation, 
Linda Moore also serves as the 
College Archivist and continues her 
work organizing photos, papers, and 
scanning items for a digital archive. To 
view samples of the Hillsdale College 
Archives Digital Collection, go to 
the Archives section of the Mossey 
Library homepage: 
http://lib.hillsdale.edu/ 
• McCourry, Moore, and Wade 
attended the Association of College 
and Research Libraries biennial 
meeting in Baltimore, Maryland, in 
March.
• Technical Services Librarian LeAnne 
Rumler assumed the mantle of chair 
of the Michigan Academic Libraries 
Association (MI-ALA) Technical 
Services Interest Group in May. 
She and Brenna Wade attended the 
MI-ALA annual conference in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, in May. Rumler 
continued to enhance the Library’s 
collection of online databases, making 
relevant faculty aware when new 
databases became available. She and 
Moore represented the Mossey Library 
faculty at the annual meeting of the 
Innovative Interfaces Inc. (III) Users 
Group at National Harbor, Maryland. 
III is the vendor providing Mossey 
Library’s automated system.
• Along with its participation in 
MelCat (Michigan Electronic Library 
Catalog), the inter-Michigan library 
cooperative, the Interlibrary Loan 
service continues to be an asset to 
the library and an immense help to 
students and faculty when they require 
resources from outside of the College’s 
library.  The Mossey Library has 
access to over 361,000,000 items from 
thousands of participating libraries in 
over 100 countries within the OCLC 
global library cooperative of which 
Mossey Library is a part.  The ILL 
department continues to receive high 
praise from students and faculty for 
its outstanding service thanks to the 
competent work of library assistant 
Pam Ryan.
• 2016-2017 Library statistics:
• Print volumes: 268,001
• AV volumes: 21,801
• Microforms: 56,805
• Periodical subscriptions: 570
• Database subscriptions: 235
45
• E-Books: 1,584,278
• E-Journals: 86,771
• E-Resources: 87,252
• Print circulation: 71,941
• Highest daily gate count: 2,042 on 
Monday, May 1, 2017
• Average daily academic year gate 
count: 1,238
• Inter-library loan 
• Items loaned: 1,185
• Items borrowed: 773
Information 
Technology 
Services
• Modernizing the technology that 
supports Hillsdale College’s academic 
mission and helps to improve 
operational efficiency was one of the 
key objectives of the Information 
Technology Services (ITS) team’s work 
during the past year. The team has 
already successfully completed over 50 
projects as part of the modernization 
effort with another 102 new projects in 
the queue.  
• Classroom Upgrades—Students 
learning the art of digital design and 
photography benefited from a complete 
refresh of the Sage Center’s Graphics 
Lab, which included all new state-of-
the-art Mac Pro computers that allow 
students to complete more work in 
less time. In the Howard Music Hall, 
numerous technological improvements, 
such as in-wall touchpanel controls and 
updated software, have provided much-
needed updates to aging equipment.
• Online Courses Technology 
Improvements—Together with 
Institutional Advancement and the 
Marketing Department, the ITS team is 
working to improve the experience for 
the millions of people who learn from 
the Hillsdale College online courses. 
The courses will soon be mobile 
friendly, will load more quickly, and 
will be easier for students to navigate.
• Contact Center Launch—The ITS 
team was instrumental in creating new 
technology to help launch Hillsdale 
College’s new Contact Center, which 
employs students and professionals 
to ensure that communication with 
donors, parents, alumni, students, and 
other friends of Hillsdale College is 
handled efficiently. The Contact Center 
also features a cutting-edge digital 
conferencing space that has allowed 
students to receive instruction from 
special off-site guest lecturers.
• Parking App Goes Mobile—Thanks 
to the ITS software development team, 
students returning to Hillsdale College 
last fall were able to avoid long lines 
at the Security Office and instead 
could simply use their smartphone or 
computer to request parking permits. 
ITS’s Chris Miller and Joel Fuller 
worked together with the Security 
team to create the mobile-friendly web 
app that students said was a welcomed 
improvement to this process.
• Commencement eTicketing System—
The ITS software development team 
combined efforts with the Student 
Affairs team to create a website that 
made it possible for students to order 
tickets online for friends and family 
that attended the College’s 2017 
Commencement. ITS’s Chris Miller 
and Joel Fuller led the design and 
development effort. 
• Phone System Upgrade 
Lowers Costs—To help reduce 
telecommunication costs, the College 
is taking advantage of its high-speed 
fiber optic Internet service to upgrade 
to a voice-over Internet protocol 
(VoIP) phone system. The ITS team 
is deploying the new system in stages 
over the next year throughout the 
College, including the Dow Hotel and 
Conference Center and Rockwell Lake 
Lodge. The College also negotiated 
a new Internet service contract that 
nearly doubles its connection speed to 
1.5Gbps while simultaneously reducing 
costs by nearly half.
• Learning Management System 
Review—ITS began working with 
the faculty-led Academic Technology 
Committee to review the learning 
management system software 
(currently Blackboard) the College uses 
to organize and deliver instructional 
content to students. This multi-year 
project kicked off with a faculty survey 
and is involving faculty and students 
with the goal of improving current 
learning management system processes.
• Cybersecurity Initiative—One of 
the key ITS initiatives started this year 
is to increase cybersecurity awareness 
throughout the College to ensure 
that all of the College’s digital assets 
remain protected from modern digital 
threats. Efforts include specialized 
online cybersecurity training for 
faculty, staff, and students, as well 
as extensive training for ITS staff 
involved in network management, 
systems administration, and software 
development. The College is also 
making investments into new hardware 
and software for increased threat 
detection and prevention with a special 
focus on computing infrastructure and 
data protection.
Hillsdale 
Academy
• In February, at the midpoint of the 
academic year at Hillsdale Academy, 
the school set aside a moment to 
celebrate the 101st birthday of Mrs. 
Irina Pabst. An important founder 
of the school, Mrs. Pabst has helped 
to establish, shepherd, and support 
Hillsdale Academy through its 27 years 
of good, hard work. Her donations to 
the school’s library, in particular, have 
been immensely generous. On February 
27, Academy Headmaster Ken Calvert 
and Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement John Cervini joined Mrs. 
Pabst and her son, Mr. Robert Pabst, 
for lunch and an afternoon of birthday 
celebration. Calvert presented Mrs. 
Pabst with beautiful cards designed and 
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signed by Academy students as well as 
an audio greeting from the entire Lower 
School. In addition to singing “God 
Bless America” and “Happy Birthday,” 
the elementary students gave individual 
and classroom recitations in honor 
of our friend. The gratitude that the 
Hillsdale Academy community owes to 
Mrs. Irina Pabst is enormous.  
• Encompassing this central event 
in the school year were activities that 
honored the mission of Hillsdale 
Academy. In September, staff and 
students remembered Dr. Michael 
Hurst of St. Johns College, Oxford 
University, who had paid many happy 
visits to the school and who passed 
away earlier that month. Calvert was 
honored to give the eulogy at the 
funeral of Professor Hurst. At the 
Academy Annual Fund Dinner in 
October, Hillsdale County Prosecutor 
and Academy parent, Mr. Neal Brady, 
along with alumna and Academy 
teacher, Miss Heather Lantis, ’11, and 
alumnus, Mr. Chip Blood, ’13, gave 
encouragement to friends and families 
in their continued financial support 
of the school’s good work. Also in 
October, the Academy welcomed 135 
grandparents into the classrooms and 
in November, along with 23 veterans, 
observed its annual Veterans Day 
commemoration to honor all who have 
served to keep our nation free.  
• Academic activities outside of the 
classroom added depth to students’ 
studies. Dr. Victor Davis Hanson of the 
Hoover Institute at Stanford University 
paid his annual visit to the Academy’s 
Upper School, providing insights into 
the history of presidential elections. 
These students also participated in 
two “Shakespeare Days” led by Dr. 
Stephen Smith of the Hillsdale College 
English Department and a mini-
seminar on “20th Century American 
History” led by Dr. Brad Birzer, Dr. 
David Raney, and Emeritus Professor 
Dr. John Willson, all members of the 
Hillsdale College History Department. 
In addition to these events, Mr. Lucas 
Wegmann, a long-time Academy friend, 
arranged for an all-school concert 
by the world-renown American Boy 
Choir of Hopewell, New Jersey. From 
among the Academy community, Mrs. 
Karen Somerville directed the annual 
National Geographic Geography Bee 
in the Lower School, the champion of 
which was Damion Scharer (6th grade).  
Music teacher Mr. Ross Bonjernoor 
and his aid in the Drama Club, Mrs. 
Kathryn Wales, directed an autumn 
production of South Pacific and a spring 
showing of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream while various faculty members, 
such as Dr. Ellen Condict, Miss 
Deanna Ducher, and Dr. Ken Calvert, 
gave monthly community lectures on 
various aspects of classical education. 
In March, 46 juniors and seniors toured 
Greece and Italy with 32 parents and 
staff members. This biennial trip serves 
as a capstone upon the studies of the 
ancient, medieval, and Renaissance 
cultures that are the foundation of the 
Hillsdale Academy curricula.
• Hillsdale Academy students 
continued to shine within the school’s 
classrooms as evidenced by the senior 
class accomplishments. Senior Faith 
Van Havel was offered admission to 
both the Military Academy at West 
Point as well as the Air Force Academy. 
Faith will follow her father’s lead by 
attending the Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs. Also at the head 
of their class, Jonah Harman and 
Susan Hoffman were named National 
Merit Scholars, placing them in the 
top one percent of all high school 
seniors in the nation. These students 
continue the strong, annual record 
of National Merit competitors that 
has provided consistent evidence of 
the school’s academic strengths.  In 
the coming year, five seniors of the 
Class of 2018 will compete in this 
prestigious competition. Also among 
the seniors, Megan Poole gave the 
annual commencement Latin address 
in the form of a prayer for her fellow 
graduates, while Jonah Harman 
incorporated Japanese (his third 
language, after English and Latin) 
in his salutatory address, and Susan 
Hoffman drew upon her readings 
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of St. Augustine, Dante, and Holy 
Scripture in her valedictory address. 
Notable from beyond the senior class 
accomplishments was the recitation by 
James Rahe (3rd grade) of the entire 
poem, “Paul Revere’s Ride,” by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow in front of the 
Lower School during spring recitations 
and, on the last day of classes, to the 
entire Academy community. That 
Hillsdale Academy continues to rank 
among the top five high schools (of 
800) in the State of Michigan on 
standardized testing is a further witness 
to the strength of the school’s teachers 
and curricula.
• The Hillsdale Academy athletic 
program also maintained its tradition 
of success over the course of the year. 
The girls’ varsity cross-country team, 
led by Coach Michael Nikkila, won the 
Southern Central Athletic Association 
(SCAA) Conference Championship, 
Regional Championship, and finished 
fifth at the state finals. Seniors Andrea 
Jagielski and Megan Poole earned 
All-State honors. The girls’ basketball 
team won the District Championship 
for the sixth year in a row and made it 
to the regional finals. The girls’ track 
and field team finished runner-up 
in the SCAA and regional meets and 
finished the regular season ranked 
fourth in the state, sending several 
girls to the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association (MHSAA) state 
finals. The 3200-meter relay team of 
seniors Andrea Jagielski, Taylor Doty, 
Megan Poole, and Makenna Banbury 
(8th grade), won the 4x800-meter 
relay. Jagielski also finished All-State 
in the 1600-meter run to complete 
an outstanding Academy career. She 
will continue to run at Michigan State 
University. Senior Noah Heckenlively 
led the boys’ cross-country team to a 
second-place finish in the SCAA. He 
earned All-State honors and established 
himself as one of the top runners in 
the region. Noah will continue to 
run at the Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology. The boys’ soccer team 
under Head Coach Neal Brady won the 
ISL Championship and also retained 
the Hillsdale County Soccer Cup for 
the seventh year in a row.  Senior Sam 
Brady and Junior Spencer Moeggenberg 
earned All-State recognition. The 
varsity boys’ basketball team under 
Head Coach Tim Wells won the 
District Championship. The boys’ 
track team under Head Coach Mike 
Roberts had an outstanding season as 
they won the SCAA East Division and 
were Regional Champions. The team 
finished a strong fifth at the MHSAA 
state finals including a first-place 
finish in the 4x800-meter relay with 
the team of seniors Greg Whalen and 
Noah Heckenlively as well as juniors 
Nick Rush and Connor Oakley. Also at 
the state meet, Heckenlively finished 
second in the 1600-meter run, and 
juniors Peter Kalthoff (high jump) 
and Nolan Sullivan (discus) were All-
State. The 4x400-meter relay team of 
Whalen, Brady, Kalthoff, and Oakley 
finished All-State. Finally, the boys’ 
golf team won the SCAA and Regional 
Championships under the direction 
of Coach Charlie Blood. Senior Jonah 
Harman won the individual title at 
the SCAA and finished runner-up at 
the Regional. All told, the students’ 
athletic prowess gave life to the school’s 
unofficial motto that Academy kids 
“Work hard and play hard.”
• Finally, at the end of Hillsdale 
Academy’s school year, the students, 
alumni, parents, faculty, and staff bid 
farewell to Mrs. Pam Steiner who had 
served as the school’s Kindergarten and 
2nd grade reading teacher since 1992. 
Mrs. Steiner was presented with a quilt, 
created by Academy parent Mrs. Mary 
Welden, which had been signed by 
members of the Academy community. 
A brick was laid in her honor beside the 
school’s flagpole, and a commemorative 
plaque was placed in the school’s 
Kindergarten room. In these gestures 
and in all of the work that Hillsdale 
Academy accomplished in the year, the 
students and staff dedicated themselves 
to those principles repeated in the 
commencement speech given by Dr. 
Brad Birzer: to honor God, to preserve 
the Republic, and to serve one another.
Hillsdale Academy students observed Veterans Day with 23 veterans in attendance. The first day of school.
48
C H A RG E R
ATHLETICS
49
Athletic Hall of Fame 
Class of 2017 
• On March 25, 2017, Hillsdale College inducted four 
individuals into its Athletic Hall of Fame:
• JEANIE ADAMS—One of the longest-tenured employees 
in the history of Hillsdale College, Adams worked in the 
Chargers’ Athletic Department from 1970 to 2014. She 
worked for two years in the College’s Admissions Office 
before transferring to the Athletic Department. She served 
as executive assistant to five athletic directors, fulfilling 
innumerable tasks that kept the department functioning on 
a day-to-day basis. 
• JAMES DRAWBRIDGE, ’66—The founder of the 
College’s varsity hockey club, Drawbridge was an active 
and passionate advocate for the program for more than a 
decade. As a freshman in 1963, he was the first to organize 
an on-campus hockey club, and later lobbied successfully 
for the sport to attain varsity status. While coaching the 
team, Drawbridge served as the College’s director of alumni 
relations and job placement. He departed Hillsdale in 1974, 
and Hockey Hall of Famer Ted Lindsey took over coaching 
the program for its final four years of existence.
• THOMAS KANKA, ’84—A big presence on and off the 
field, Kanka has dedicated much of his life to Charger football. 
An NAIA All-American at defensive line, he helped lead the 
Chargers to an undefeated regular season in 1982. After his 
playing days, Kanka founded the Gridiron Club and has been 
a driving force in the fundraising organization for more than 
a decade. His support of the program, whether it comes in the 
form of endless phone calls over the summer or cheering from 
the sidelines, has been invaluable over the years.
• JAMES MCHUGH, ’94—One of the greatest field-event 
athletes in Charger track and field history, McHugh was an 
NAIA national champion in the high jump in 1993 and 1994. 
He cleared 7 feet, 1 inch in the high jump, a school record 
that still stands today. After winning the NAIA high jump 
championship, McHugh was among the first to compete at 
the NCAA Division II track championships, tying for third 
place by clearing 6 feet, 10 inches. McHugh goes down as 
one of Hillsdale’s first NAIA and NCAA individual All-
American men’s track athletes.
Football
• Sporting a very young lineup on both sides of the ball, 
the Charger football team finished 5-5 during the 2016 
season. The team started off the season strong, with a win 
over nationally ranked Indianapolis in the season opener, 
followed by a 28-10 win over Walsh in the first-ever meeting 
between the schools. Hillsdale then celebrated Homecoming 
with a 51-24 win over Michigan Tech to improve to 3-1. But 
the Chargers encountered injuries and a very tough heart 
of the schedule, losing three straight to open the month of 
October. The Chargers ended the year, and their tenure in 
the GLIAC, with a 42-10 home win over Lake Erie College.
• Sophomore quarterback Chance Stewart led the GLIAC in 
average passing yards per game (292) and enjoyed a breakout 
season, throwing 19 touchdown passes compared to just 
two interceptions. Sophomore wide receiver Trey Brock was 
named First-Team All-GLIAC, First-Team All-Region, and 
honorable mention All-American, catching 77 passes for 
1,322 yards and 12 touchdowns. He set a school record with 
eight straight 100-yard receiving games. Senior offensive 
lineman Danny Drummond earned Second-Team All-
GLIAC honors, and was also named the Hillsdale College 
Outstanding Senior Man.
• Hopes are high for the 2017 season. A total of 19 starters 
return as Hillsdale enters its 125th year of competition by 
joining the Great Midwest Athletic Conference. The team’s 
home opener will be on September 9 versus Michigan Tech, 
and the Homecoming game and G-MAC opener will be 
against Kentucky Wesleyan on September 30.
Charger
ATHLETICS
Quarterback Chance Stewart led the GLIAC 
in average passing yards per game.
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Volleyball
• It was a season of ups and downs for 
the Hillsdale College volleyball team, 
which finished with a winning record 
(16-12) but did not qualify for the 
GLIAC Tournament.
• The Chargers opened the season 
strong, winning 12 of their first 14 
matches while playing a lineup that 
often had three sophomores and two 
freshmen on the floor. But the team 
had a rocky month of October, and was 
unable to recover in time to qualify for 
the conference postseason tournament. 
However, Hillsdale finished its season 
on a high note, defeating longtime 
rival Grand Valley State on the road 
on the final day of the regular season, 
completing a season sweep of the Lakers.
• Senior middle hitter Erin Holsinger 
was named First-Team All-GLIAC 
and sophomore right-side hitter Paige 
VanderWall was a Second-Team All-
GLIAC selection. VanderWall recovered 
from a severe knee injury to enjoy a 
fantastic season, and sophomore Kara 
Vyletel’s 365 kills were fourth-most in a 
season in school history.
• Senior Kyra Rodi was named the 
Outstanding Senior Woman, an 
honor that recognized her academic 
achievement and respect she gained 
among her peers and professors 
throughout her four years at the College.
Women’s Tennis
• The Charger women’s tennis team 
competed in its final season in the 
GLIAC in 2016, finishing with a 6-10 
overall record.
• Hillsdale started the season winning 
three of its first four matches, but 
ran into a tough conference schedule 
through October. The team did qualify 
for the GLIAC Tournament, wrapping 
up postseason play with a 5-1 seventh-
place match win over Michigan Tech, 
avenging a loss it suffered to the 
Huskies earlier in the season.
• Sophomore Halle Hyman earned 
First-Team All-GLIAC honors for 
the second year in a row, becoming 
the first player in modern women’s 
tennis history to earn that distinction 
in her freshman and sophomore 
seasons. Freshman Katie Bell moved 
to Hillsdale from her native England 
and had a terrific season, being named 
Second-Team All-GLIAC, while senior 
Dana Grace Buck closed out her career 
with honorable mention All-GLIAC 
recognition.
Women’s Cross-
Country
• Once again, the Hillsdale College 
women’s cross-country team ranked 
among the nation’s best in 2016. 
The Chargers competed as a team 
at the 2016 NCAA Division II 
Championships in November and 
finished 17th overall.
• Senior Molly Oren and junior 
Hannah McIntyre were each named 
All-American thanks to their top-30 
finishes at the national meet. It was 
the third year in a row each of them 
earned the honor.
• McIntyre was the GLIAC individual 
runner-up at the conference 
championship meet, while Oren took 
fourth overall at the same event. 
Combined, they helped Hillsdale to 
a third-place team finish at its final 
GLIAC Cross-Country Championship 
meet. This was the third year in a row 
the Chargers finished in the top three 
at the conference meet.
• The team was named a Scholar All-
American team by the USTFCCCA, 
the sport’s governing body. Five 
individuals were also named Scholar 
All-American: senior Meredith Didier, 
junior Amanda Reagle, freshman 
Addison Rausch, McIntyre, and Oren.
Men’s Cross-Country
• The Hillsdale College men’s cross-
country team turned in one of its best 
seasons in recent memory in 2016, 
with a winning mix of experience and 
youth to finish among the best teams 
in the nation.
• The Chargers finished third at the 
GLIAC championships in October, tied 
for its highest conference finish in the 
past 12 years. Freshman Joseph Humes 
was named the GLIAC Freshman of 
the Year, the first Charger to earn 
that honor in eight years. The team 
went on to place fourth at regionals, 
qualifying as a team for the NCAA 
Championships. This was the first 
time since 2004 that both Charger 
men’s and women’s teams qualified for 
the national championships.
• Hillsdale took 14th place at the 
NCAA Championship meet, led 
by junior Anthony Wondaal, who 
was named All-American for his 
performance. 
• The team was named a Scholar All-
American team by the USTFCCCA, 
the sport’s governing body. Three 
individuals were also named Scholar 
All-American: seniors Luke Daigneault 
and Caleb Gatchell, and Humes.
Women’s 
Swimming
• The Hillsdale College women’s 
swimming team finished in sixth 
place at its final GLIAC championship 
meet in February. Like many of the 
Charger teams this year, the team got 
significant contributions from many of 
its youngest members.
• Freshmen Danielle LeBleu and 
Victoria Addis made big impacts 
throughout the season, and Catherine 
Voisin and Taylor Steyer steadily 
improved, making the freshman class 
one of the deepest in recent memory.
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• Sophomore Anika Ellingson 
qualified for the 2017 NCAA 
Championships in the breaststroke, 
and although she didn’t place at 
nationals, her participation at that level 
was a first for the Charger program in 
two years. With the second half of her 
career ahead of her, more achievements 
are likely in her future.
• Sophomore Suzane DeTar had the 
best individual day of any Charger 
through the season, winning three 
individual events on January 22, the 
first time any Charger swimmer has 
done that in several years.
• As a team, Hillsdale continued a 
tradition under Head Coach Kurt 
Kirner, being named Scholar All-
American by the College Swimming 
Coaches Association of America. 
• At the season’s midpoint, former 
Charger swimming standout Zoe 
Hopkins, ’16, was hired by the College 
in the dual role of assistant swimming 
coach and assistant sports information 
director. Hopkins figures to make a big 
impact on the program on all fronts, 
particularly in recruiting and in its 
offseason workout program.
Men’s Basketball
• In its final season in the GLIAC, 
the Charger men’s basketball team 
finished with a 15-12 record and 
qualified for the conference postseason 
tournament. Hillsdale entered the 
playoffs as the conference’s No. 8 
seed, but gave top-seed Ferris State 
everything it had before falling at the 
last second, 87-84. Hillsdale was one of 
the conference’s youngest teams, with 
just two seniors on the roster. 
• Two players earned all-conference 
honors. Junior Guard Stedman Lowry 
was named Second-Team All-GLIAC 
after lighting up the league from 
three-point territory all season. He 
had two games of nine made three-
point field goals, a first in school 
history. Sophomore guard Nate 
Neveau emerged into a leadership role 
and was named to the GLIAC All-
Defense Team. 
• Head Coach John Tharp finished 
the season with 171 coaching victories. 
With just two more, he will become 
Hillsdale’s all-time leader in coaching 
wins, surpassing Ron Halstad.
Women’s 
Basketball
• The 2016-2017 season was one of 
great change around the Hillsdale 
College women’s basketball team. The 
Chargers compiled a winning record, 
going 14-13, improving by four wins 
over the previous year. Sophomore 
guard Allie Dewire emerged as a 
big-time player at point guard for 
the Chargers, being named Second-
Team All-GLIAC while coming close 
to recording triple doubles on two 
different occasions through the season.
• A highlight of the campaign was 
the team’s 54-47 home win over 
16th-ranked Grand Valley State in the 
final GLIAC meeting between the two 
longtime rivals.
• At the end of the season, a coaching 
change was made with the program, 
and in April, Matt Fritsche was hired to 
lead the team into its first season in the 
Great Midwest Athletic Conference in 
2017-2018. Fritsche comes to Hillsdale 
after a successful four-year stint as 
an assistant at Division I Creighton 
in Nebraska. Fritsche will have an 
experienced team to work with in 
2017-2018, with four starters and eight 
of the top nine players in the rotation 
returning. Local standout Jaycie Burger 
also joins the cast after compiling 
a record of 103-2 in four seasons at 
nearby Pittsford High School.
Women’s Track
• It was another year of trophies and 
accomplishments for the Hillsdale 
College women’s track team, who again 
spent plenty of time in the national 
Top 25 rankings in both the indoor 
and outdoor seasons.
• Senior Molly Oren capped an 
amazing career with three more All-
American honors, bringing her total to 
eight between cross-country and track. 
She was the GLIAC champion in the 
3000-meter run during indoor season 
and the steeplechase during outdoor 
season. She achieved All-American 
status in both events, going down in 
school history as one of Hillsdale’s 
finest distance runners.
• Not far behind her in terms of legacy 
is junior Hannah McIntyre, who was 
the GLIAC indoor champion in the 
5000-meter run during indoor season. 
Entering her senior season of 2017-
2018, McIntyre has been named All-
American seven times.
• Senior Alexandra Whitford was the 
GLIAC runner-up in the pole vault 
during indoor season, but came away as 
the conference champion in that event 
during outdoor season. She also earned 
her first career All-American honor 
during indoor season, and she’ll be back 
Nate Neveau was named to the 
GLIAC All-Defense Team.
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for one last outdoor season in 2018.
• As a team, Hillsdale finished second 
at the GLIAC indoor championships 
and third during the outdoor 
championships.
Men’s Track
• The Charger men made a strong 
account of themselves during their 
final year in the GLIAC in 2016-2017.
• During the outdoor season, senior 
Caleb Gatchell completed a terrific 
career by finishing fifth at the NCAA 
championships in the 1500-meter run. 
It was the fourth All-American honor 
of his career.
• Freshman Joseph Humes duplicated 
an award he won during cross-country 
when he was named the GLIAC Indoor 
Track Freshman of the Year. He beat 
Gatchell for the 2017 conference 
championship in the 1500. Gatchell 
and Humes also went 1-2 during 
indoor season, as the Chargers’ talent 
both present and future was on display.
• Sophomore Tanner Schwannecke 
enjoyed an outstanding season, winning 
the GLIAC 800-meter championship 
during both indoor and outdoor 
seasons, a rare double-champion in the 
same event. He was also a big part of the 
GLIAC championship distance medley 
relay team. Sophomore Jared Schipper 
earned GLIAC champion honors in the 
pole vault during indoor season as well.
• As a team, Hillsdale placed fourth at 
both the GLIAC indoor and outdoor 
track championships.
Golf
• One of the highlights of the entire 
2016-2017 athletic year for Hillsdale 
College was the performance of 
sophomore Joel Pietila at the 2017 
GLIAC golf championships.
• Pietila earned the school’s first-
ever individual championship in the 
sport. He shot three rounds of 72, 76, 
and 72 to win the GLIAC title in the 
program’s last-ever GLIAC event. He 
went on to qualify for super regionals, 
where he shot nine under par, but 
was unable to qualify for the national 
championships.
• As a team, Hillsdale took seventh at 
the spring GLIAC championships with 
a team score of 928.
Men’s Tennis
• In just its second year of 
competition, the Charger men’s tennis 
team enjoyed a breakout campaign, 
defeating four regionally ranked 
teams during the regular season and 
finishing 10th in the final Midwest 
Regional rankings itself.
• Four players earned all-conference 
honors, led by Second-Teamers Justin 
Hyman, ’19, Charlie Adams, ’20, and 
Milan Mirkovic, ’19. Junior Dugan 
Delp was an honorable mention All-
GLIAC selection, making the Chargers 
one of the most well-represented teams 
on the postseason all-conference list.
Baseball
• If the 2016 season was one of 
magical success, the 2017 season was 
one of gritty determination for the 
Hillsdale College baseball team.
• After losing 11 players due to 
graduation, the Chargers were facing 
a reset entering their final year in 
the GLIAC. But that didn’t stop the 
team from winning 25 games and 
qualifying for the GLIAC Tournament 
for an unprecedented second year in 
a row. At the tournament, Hillsdale 
Sophomore Corinne Prost. Alexandra Whitford won the 
Conference Championship in the 
outdoor season pole vault.
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lost to eventual conference champion 
Northwood, defeated Wayne State, 
then lost an 8-6 heartbreaker to Grand 
Valley State in the semifinals.
• A total of seven players earned 
All-GLIAC honors: Colin Boerst, 
’19, Ethan Wiskur, ’17, Will Kruse, 
’18, Steven Ring, ’19, Colin Hites, 
’19, Kolton Rominski, ’20, and Ryan 
O’Hearn, ’18. 
• Ring set the school’s single-season 
home runs and RBI records, with 17 
and 63 respectively. As a result, he was 
named First-Team All-Region and 
honorable mention All-American. 
Joining Ring with those honors was 
senior Ethan Wiskur, one of the 
best power hitters of his generation. 
Wiskur recently signed a professional 
baseball contract with the Westside 
Woolly Mammoths of the United 
Shore Professional Baseball League in 
metro Detroit.
• Hillsdale has had four different 
Division II All-American players over 
the past two seasons, after the program 
had none from 1990-2015.
Softball
• For the fourth consecutive season, 
the Hillsdale College softball program 
won more than 20 games, the first time 
the program has achieved such a streak 
in two decades. But getting there was a 
challenge for the players and coaches.
• The Chargers lost 100 percent of 
its pitching from the 2016 season, 
meaning coach Joe Abraham had 
to navigate the rough waters of the 
GLIAC with an all-freshman pitching 
staff. Despite this, Hillsdale still put 
together a 25-23 season and qualified 
for the GLIAC Tournament for the 
third consecutive year.
• Senior Bekah Kastning wrote her 
name into the history books multiple 
times, finishing her career ranked 
in the top four in six major offensive 
categories. Her 234 career hits are 
second-most in school history, and 
her 13 career triples were the most in 
school history. She was just the second 
player in program history to be named 
NCAA Division II First-Team All-
Region, and her 79 hits in 2017 were a 
single-season school record.
• Sophomore Katie Kish was also 
named First-Team All-GLIAC and 
saw a significant jump in her numbers 
across the board. Freshmen Sydney 
San Juan and Dana Weidinger were 
each named Second-Team All-
GLIAC, while freshman Sam Catron 
and senior Cassie Asselta earned 
honorable mention All-GLIAC 
recognition. Three all-conference 
freshmen is a first for the Charger 
softball team, and another exciting 
indication of success to come in the 
Great Midwest Athletic Conference.
Shooting Sports
• For the fifth time, the Hillsdale 
College Shotgun Team won the ACUI 
Division III Collegiate Clay Target 
Championship in San Antonio, Texas, 
in April. This victory marks the fourth 
consecutive division championship 
for the team. Hillsdale’s ten-member 
team earned scores competitive with 
Division I schools that boast over 40 
members. Below are the highlights 
from the competition:
• Won the Division III national 
championship title for the fifth 
time in six years with a score of 
2,244, defeating all Division II 
teams and all but one Division 
I team.
• Junior Drew Lieske won the 
individual shooter High Over 
All (HOA) title among all 
shooters and divisions with a 
national record-setting score of 
531 out of 550.
• Four Hillsdale shooters 
finished in the individual 
shooter HOA top ten, defeating 
nearly 800 shooters from 80 
teams among all divisions.
• Senior Jordan Hintz finished 
first overall in the combined 
trap events.
• Won the Division III five-stand 
sporting clays event with a 
total score of 236 out of 250, 
second only to the Division I 
championship team.
• Finished second place in 
Division III international skeet 
with a score of 268 out of 300.
• Finished second place in 
Division III American skeet 
with a score of 489 out of 500.
• Won the Division III sporting 
clays event with a score of 458 
out of 500.
• Won the Division III 
international trap event with 
a score of 297 out of 300, 
behind only the Division I 
championship team with a 
score of 299.
• Won the Division III American 
trap event with a score of 
496 out of 500, tied with the 
Division I championship team.
• Additionally, the team had success 
earlier in the season, finishing in 
second place overall at the Michigan 
Trapshooting Association Annual Fall 
Team Shoot and the ACUI Central 
Midwest Conference Championship. 
The team won the Division III 
regional championship title in each 
of four disciplines at the 2016 SCTP 
Regional Fall Collegiate National 
Championship. 
For the fifth time, 
the Hillsdale College 
Shotgun Team won 
the ACUI Division III 
Collegiate Clay Target 
Championship.
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Career Services
The Career Services office focused on three areas: Assessment, 
Collaboration, and Communication.
Assessment
• Career Interest Inventories—In the spring, Career Services 
surveyed students to learn more about their career interests. 
About one-third of the student body completed the form. 
The top five areas of interest to emerge were government, law 
and politics; education; non-profit; arts, entertainment, and 
recreation; and media and marketing. 
• Summer Experience Survey—The office identified 120 
valuable internship opportunities using student feedback on 
the 2016 summer experience survey. During the fall, Career 
Services connected with the supervisors of internships secured 
by students independent of its office and added them to its 
employer-relations network. 
• 2016 Graduate Placement Survey—Handshake, an 
employment recruiting platform, increased the efficiency 
of Career Services’ graduate survey process. Out of the 340 
graduates of 2016, 99 percent responded to the survey (65 
percent is the industry minimum). According to this survey, 
75.2 percent are currently employed and 22.7 percent are 
attending graduate school. The office worked with External 
Affairs to redesign the 2016 graduate placement brochure to 
present the data in a more accessible and visually appealing 
format. 
• 2017 Graduate Placement Outlook—Career Services 
released the 2017 graduate placement questionnaire to the 
Class of 2017 by e-mail ten days prior to Senior Send-Off with 
the intention of tracking graduate placement at graduation, 
three months post-graduation, and six months post-
graduation. Members of the 2017 senior class have accepted 
jobs with Facebook, General Motors, the Acton Institute, 
Steelcase, and the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, among 
others. Other students will be continuing their education 
at Harvard Law School, University of Virginia Law School, 
University of Colorado–Denver Medical School, and the 
University of Southern California dental school.
Collaboration
• Job Fairs—In 2016-2017, Career Services organized its 
first On-Campus Job Expo as well as a Law School Fair. 
Additionally, the office coordinated the annual Classical 
School Job Fair and partnered with the Michigan Collegiate 
Alliance to execute the annual Job Pursuit interview fair.
• The Career Connection Outreach—In partnership with 
the Alumni Association, Gift Processing, Parent Relations, 
and Institutional Advancement, the office launched a new 
Career Connections form that provides an efficient means 
of collecting information about the volunteer potential of 
alumni, parents, and friends of the College. 
• Curriculum—Each semester, Career Services partners 
with various organizations to bring students an array of 
career exploration and internship opportunities. Through 
the Living and Working program, Career Services 
coordinates with the Alumni Office to provide students 
an opportunity to experience living, working, networking 
and traveling in Detroit, Chicago, and Washington, D.C. 
Participating companies include Google, UBS, CNN, Charles 
Koch Institute, Quicken Loans, AEI, Valassis, and GM. 
In partnership with West Michigan Project Management 
Institute (WMPMI), Career Services offers The Project, a 
three-credit project management course in which students 
develop and ultimately present projects in the annual 
WMPMI competition. Through Employer Pipeline Programs 
(EPPs), the office works with employers to launch unique 
professional programs enabling them to connect with 
students as potential employees. Career Services partners 
with Automated Logistic Systems (ALS) in Jackson, Michigan, 
along with Contact Center Director John Papciak, Vice 
President for Administration Rich Péwé, and the Information 
Technology Services Department to provide year-round, 
in-class opportunities for students to gain industry-relevant 
experience while still on campus. The office also collaborates 
Student Affairs
Career Services hosted its first On-Campus Job Expo.
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with Professor of Education Daniel 
Coupland and the staff of the Mystic 
Valley Regional Charter Schools to offer 
students the opportunity to spend time 
in charter schools and gain practical 
teaching experience. This year, Chris 
Sumnar, vice president of the Sumnar-
Scholl Insurance Agency, also reached 
out to Career Services to launch a new 
internship based on the ALS model. 
Communication
• Virtual Technology—We utilized 
Lifesize communication technology in 
its first virtual alumni panel entitled 
“Don’t Be a Starving Artist.” Seventeen 
students attended a discussion with four 
alumni panelists in the Smart Room of 
Kendall Hall. The program was highly 
successful, and we look forward to 
hosting more virtual alumni events in 
2017-2018.
• Weekly Newsletter—Redesigning 
the content and format of Career 
Services’ weekly e-mail increased the 
effectiveness with which the office 
informs students of career-related 
events and resources. In 2016-2017, 
we published 27 newsletters, with an 
average open rate of 37.4 percent and 
an average click rate of 4.73 percent. 
Respectively, these rates are 2.5 and 2.8 
times higher than the industry averages.
• Handshake Implementation—In 
2016, Career Services began taking full 
advantage of all the resources offered 
by Handshake, including schedule 
streamlining and data tracking for 
appointments, event attendance, 
student applications to jobs and 
internships, and employer engagement. 
Increasing numbers of student workers 
as well as employers on and off campus 
are now benefiting from this platform.  
• Social Media—In 2016-2017, Career 
Services overhauled its social media 
systems for greater efficiency, targeting 
Facebook and Instagram, since these 
are the preferred social media platforms 
among Hillsdale students. Social media 
is run by the Student Affairs Mentors 
Marketing team under the supervision 
of a staff member. 
• Student Affair Mentor Teams 
(SAMs)—SAMs teams currently 
include Marketing, Employer Relations, 
Alumni Connections, and Career 
Curriculum. Each team is overseen 
by a Career Services staff member. 
SAMs engage with students in one-
on-one appointments and career-
related programs. In 2016-2017, 
they participated in 19 programs 
and met with over 240 students. 
Monthly meetings hosted by the 
executive director provided additional 
professional development opportunities 
for SAMs. In Fall 2017, the office 
plans to add a Public Relations team, 
which will promote all career services 
available to students and free up the 
Marketing team to focus on advertising 
specific events.
• Please contact Executive Director 
of Career Services Ken Koopmans 
at kkoopmans@hillsdale.edu if you 
have employment or internship 
opportunities available for Hillsdale 
students.
Student Activities
• During 2016-2017 academic year, 
the Student Activities Office (SAO) 
delivered on new and improved forms 
of extracurricular activity for campus. 
The office as a whole aimed to highlight 
the unique characteristics of campus 
by appealing to a wide variety of 
interests, while still keeping activities 
engaging, organic, and enjoyable. 
“Transcending the common” remained 
a theme throughout the year as the 
team pushed the creative envelope to 
fulfill key components of the liberal 
arts education. The SAO believes that 
which is learned in the classroom can 
be realized through activity. 
• Intellectual activities like pub trivia 
The student volunteer group A Few Good Men provides services to local residents. Student Activities Director 
Ashlyn Landherr, ’16.
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and “finish the lyrics” acted as ideal 
study breaks for those looking for a 
midweek reset with friends. Recre-
ational activities such as skiing, archery, 
and free rounds of golf worked to satisfy 
those with an athletic mindset. Artistic 
activities like Toasted Canvas allowed 
SAO to support the community and 
provide students with unique forms of 
art expression. Community-centered 
events like The Source highlighted the 
importance of connecting students with 
greater Hillsdale County. Performance-
based activities including lip-sync and 
Battle of the Bands gave students a 
chance to showcase their musical tal-
ents in front of hundreds of their peers. 
Socially focused activities like Presi-
dent’s Ball and Centralhallapalooza 
emphasized friendship and camarade-
rie, encouraging students to use activity 
to make memories that last far beyond 
college. 
• Other notable highlights from 
the year included a full update 
on all official campus clubs and 
organizations, updated activities 
pages on the College website, a pilot 
professional development program for 
Student Activities Board employees, 
and an emphasis on smaller, weekly 
engagement opportunities in which 
students could partake. 
• Satisfaction remains at high levels as 
students provide genuine feedback from 
activities that SAO uses to improve 
future opportunities. In a recent student 
satisfaction survey, 86 percent of stu-
dents agree that the services provided 
by Student Activities create community 
and help foster the growth of friend-
ships on campus. Additionally, 94 
percent of students surveyed agree that 
the activities hosted by SAO are fun, 
safe, and provide engaging social envi-
ronments. Finally, when asking those 
surveyed if there are many ways to get 
involved in extracurricular activities, 96 
percent agreed. 
• The Student Activities Office under-
went staff changes at the end of the 
spring semester. Director of Strategic 
Projects Anthony Manno, ’14, left to 
join his father in business at Manno 
Clothing and Tailoring. Ashlyn Land-
herr, ’16, assumed full responsibility 
of the Student Activities Office and 
Grewcock Student Union. Henry 
“Hank” Prim, ’17, will fulfill the role of 
Assistant Director of Student Activities. 
The duo will work together to advise 
the Student Activities Board, Student 
Federation, and Residence Life teams.
THE VAN ANDEL Graduate School of 
Statesmanship aims to educate its students 
in the first principles of American politics. 
Moritz Muecke, a student in the doctoral 
program, came to Hillsdale from Germany, 
eager to learn and understand more about 
a country that has intrigued him from his 
youth.
“I always did well in English at school,” 
Muecke recalls, “and so I enjoyed studying 
American history, culture, literature, 
and politics.” Those interests led him to 
pursue a degree in American Studies at the 
Goethe-University of Frankfurt that also 
included a semester as an exchange student 
at the University of Wisconsin–Stevens 
Point. While perusing Hillsdale’s graduate 
program’s website, Muecke realized that the 
program combined his interests in America 
and the Great Books. He applied, was 
accepted, and began his studies at Hillsdale 
in the fall of 2014.
Muecke appreciates the friendships he has 
developed studying in a small academic 
environment, as well as the knowledge he 
has gained. He points to “learning how 
to read the Great Books properly” as one 
of the most profound experiences of his 
Hillsdale studies. He also values the graduate 
program’s emphasis on statesmanship. 
“Some may think that the structural effects 
are what matter in history, but history is 
written by the actions of individuals,” he 
says. 
Last fall, Muecke presented a paper on the 
idea of progress in political thought before 
the Civil War at the annual conference of the 
Northeastern Political Science Association. 
This research will form the basis of his 
dissertation, which he hopes to complete by 
2019. Upon earning his doctorate, he hopes 
to pursue a career in academia, most likely 
in the United States, although he is open 
to wherever such a career may take him. 
“What’s important to me is that I can serve 
as a multiplier of ideas that are true, good, 
and beautiful,” he says.
GALBRAITH GRADUATE 
SCHOLARSHIP
FR ANKFURT,  GER MANY
Moritz Muecke, Ph.D., ’19 
86 percent of students 
agree that the services 
provided by Student 
Activities create 
community and help 
foster the growth of 
friendships on campus.
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Center for Constructive 
Alternatives (CCA)
• During the 2016-2017 academic year, over 770 off-campus 
guests attended four CCA programs, and more than 440 
Hillsdale College students enrolled for academic credit.
CCA I—Democrats and Republicans, October 2-5, 2016
• James Ceaser, University of Virginia
• P.J. O’Rourke, author 
• Alonzo L. Hamby, Ohio University
• Pat Caddell, FOX News Contributor
• Charles R. Kesler, Claremont McKenna College
• Larry P. Arnn, President, Hillsdale College
CCA II—Mises, Hayek, and the Austrian School, November 
13-16, 2016
• Israel Kirzner, New York University 
• Nicholas Wapshott, author, Keynes/Hayek: The Clash 
That Defined Modern Economics
• Eugen-Maria Schulak, co-author, The Austrian School 
of Economics: A History of Its Ideas, Ambassadors, and 
Institutions
• Lawrence H. White, George Mason University
• Robert P. Murphy, Texas Tech University
• Peter Boettke, George Mason University
CCA III—The American West, January 29-February 1, 2017
• Wilfred M. McClay, University of Oklahoma
• Michael Wallis, author, The Real Wild West: The 101 
Ranch and the Creation of the American West
• Peter Hassrick, Buffalo Bill Center of the West
• Sourdough Slim, Last of the Vaudeville Cowboys
• S.C. Gwynne, author, Empire of the Summer Moon
• Nathaniel Philbrick, author, The Last Stand: Custer, 
Sitting Bull, and the Battle of the Little Bighorn
CCA IV—Films of Orson Welles, March 5-9, 2017
• Patrick McGilligan, author, Young Orson: The Years of 
Luck and Genius on the Path to Citizen Kane 
• Peter Bogdanovich, film historian and director
• James Naremore, author, The Magic World of Orson 
Welles
• David Thomson, film historian and author, The New 
Biographical Dictionary of Film
National Leadership 
Seminars
• During the 2016-2017 academic year, the College held two 
National Leadership Seminars, which addressed the topic, 
“Educating for National Leadership: A 35-Year Anniversary 
Seminar.” The first was held on February 14-15, 2017, at 
the J.W. Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and Spa in Phoenix, 
Arizona, and the second was held on April 19-20, 2017, at the 
Sheraton Atlanta in Atlanta, Georgia. 
• The Phoenix seminar drew over 650 participants, 
including four student ambassadors. Program speakers 
included: 
• Mark Steyn, author 
• Christopher Caldwell, Weekly Standard
• Elaine Donnelly, Center for Military Readiness
• Herbert E. Meyer, founder and president, Storm King 
Press
• The Atlanta seminar drew over 330 participants, including 
three student ambassadors. Program speakers included: 
• Daniel Hannan, European Parliament
• Michael Goodwin, columnist, New York Post
• George Gilder, author, The Scandal of Money: Why Wall 
Street Recovers but the Economy Never Does
• David McCullough, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian
Freedom Forums
Freedom Forums are intensive two-day courses taught in 
different locations in the U.S. by three Hillsdale College 
professors from the politics, economics, English, and history 
departments. Attendees are friends and supporters of the 
College, who often bring their children or grandchildren as 
potential Hillsdale students. Three Freedom Forums were 
held during the 2016-2017 academic year, organized around 
the topic, “Freedom and Western Civilization.” The Forums 
were held in Santa Clara, California; Franklin, Tennessee; 
and San Antonio, Texas, and they drew over 500 total 
attendees. 
External Affairs
Steve Forbes spoke at the Free Market Forum.
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Lifelong Learning 
Seminars (formerly 
Hostels)
• Each Lifelong Learning Seminar, 
which is attended by friends and 
supporters of the College, many of 
whom are retired, features lectures 
by Hillsdale College professors on 
various topics. Ten seminars were 
held on and off campus during the 
2016-2017 academic year. On-campus 
seminar topics were: “Freedom and 
the Liberal Arts”; “Ancient Roots of 
Western Civilization”; “Constitutional 
Issues and Controversies”; “The Great 
Conversation in Western Literature”; 
“Economic Issues and Controversies”; 
and “Islam and the West.” A family 
seminar, “Abraham Lincoln and 
the Civil War,” was also offered on 
campus. One seminar was held at 
the College’s Rockwell Lake Lodge in 
Luther, Michigan, titled “Topics in 
Modern History.” Two seminars were 
held at the College’s Allan P. Kirby, 
Jr. Center for Constitutional Studies 
and Citizenship in Washington, 
D.C.—one addressed the topic “The 
Civil War and the Constitution” 
and the other addressed the topic 
“The Federalist Papers.” Over 400 
guests attended one or more Lifelong 
Learning Seminars during the 2016-
2017 academic year.
Educational Cruise
• On July 27–August 6, 2016, Hillsdale 
College sponsored a cruise to Alaska, 
which sailed roundtrip from Vancouver, 
Canada. On-board cruise speakers 
included:
• David Goldman, columnist, Asia 
Times Online
• John Steele Gordon, historian and 
journalist
• Victor Davis Hanson, 
Distinguished Fellow, Hillsdale 
College
• Michael Walsh, screenwriter and 
author, The Devil’s Pleasure Palace: 
The Cult of Critical Theory and the 
Subversion of the West
Imprimis
• Imprimis is the national speech digest 
of Hillsdale College, and it serves as 
the College’s primary outreach vehicle, 
reaching over 3.6 million readers each 
month. Featured authors during the 
2016-2017 academic year were:
JULY/AUGUST 2016
• Scott Pruitt, administrator, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency
“The Next Supreme Court Justice”
SEPTEMBER 2016
• Frank Buckley, author, The Way 
Back: Restoring the Promise of 
America
“Restoring America’s Economic 
Mobility”
OCTOBER 2016
• Edward J. Erler, co-author, The 
Founders on Citizenship and 
Immigration
“Who We Are As a People—The 
Syrian Refugee Question”
NOVEMBER 2016
• Melanie Kirkpatrick, author, 
Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the 
Heart of the American Experience
“Thanksgiving and America”
DECEMBER 2016
• Larry P. Arnn, president, Hillsdale 
College
“A More American Conservatism”
JANUARY 2017
• Tom McClintock, U.S. House of 
Representatives
“How and Why the Senate Must 
Reform the Filibuster” 
Seven Lifelong Learning Seminars were held on campus during the summer.
Daniel Hannan of the European 
Parliament spoke at the Atlanta NLS.
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FEBRUARY 2017
• Herbert E. Meyer, founder and 
president, Storm King Press
“How Intelligence Works (When it 
Does)”
MARCH 2017
• Christopher Caldwell, senior editor, 
Weekly Standard
“How to Think About Vladimir 
Putin”
APRIL 2017
• Kimberley Strassel, author, The 
Intimidation Game: How the Left is 
Silencing Free Speech
“The Left’s War on Free Speech”
MAY/JUNE 2017
• Michael Goodwin, columnist, New 
York Post
“The 2016 Election and the Demise 
of Journalistic Standards”
Hillsdale College 
Press
• Hillsdale College Press (HCP) has 
brought back into print the official 
biography of Winston Churchill, 
which consists of eight narrative 
volumes—the first two written by 
Randolph Churchill, the final six 
by Martin Gilbert—and what will 
be 23 document volumes. In 2012, 
Martin Gilbert’s declining health 
required that he turn the project over 
to Hillsdale College President Larry P. 
Arnn, who now serves as editor of the 
work. All eight narrative volumes and 
document volumes 1-19 are available for 
purchase. Volumes may be purchased 
individually or as part of one of three 
series subscriptions: the series of eight 
narrative volumes; the series of 23 
document volumes; or the entire series 
of 31 narrative and document volumes. 
In April 2015, HCP and RosettaBooks 
partnered to release the eBook edition 
of the eight narrative volumes, which 
are available for download from 
Amazon.com.
• In November 2016, HCP published 
Money: History and Controversies, 
Volume 44 in the Champions of 
Freedom book series, an annual 
collection of presentations on 
economics delivered at the College’s 
Ludwig von Mises Lecture Series. 
Featured authors include: 
• Robert Barro, Harvard University
• Kenneth R. Calvert, associate 
professor of history, Hillsdale 
College
• John Steele Gordon, author, Empire 
of Wealth: The Epic History of 
American Economic Power
• Peter Schiff, president and CEO, 
Euro Pacific Capital
• William Walton, founder, 
Rappahannock Ventures
Free Market Forum
• The 2016 Free Market Forum 
returned to Atlanta, Georgia, on 
October 13-15, 2016. More than 170 
college professors and policy leaders 
from across North America attended, 
as well as several hundred friends of 
Hillsdale College. The audience listened 
to a wide range of talks on various 
aspects of free markets and why they 
work so well. Luncheon and dinner 
speakers included John O’Sullivan, Dr. 
Larry Arnn, and Steve Forbes.
• The Forum also featured three 
panels:
• “Free Trade or Fair Trade”
• “Income Inequality”
• “Entitlements and the Debt Crisis”
• By hosting dozens of faculty members 
from other colleges and universities, 
the Free Market Forum is having an 
impact on the teaching in hundreds of 
classrooms across the United States and 
Canada. All faculty attendees received 
videos of the sessions, which were also 
posted online.
Author Mark Steyn spoke on “Where is 
America Headed?” at the Phoenix NLS.
Israel Kirzner addressed the topic “Why 
Mises is Important” at the “Mises, 
Hayek, and the Austrian School” CCA.
FOX News contributor Pat Caddell 
discussed the Democratic party at the 
“Democrats and Republicans” CCA.
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The Charles R. 
and Kathleen K. 
Hoogland Center 
for Teacher 
Excellence
• The Charles R. and Kathleen 
K. Hoogland Center for Teacher 
Excellence (CTE) is a civic education 
program committed to instructing 
teachers in the best of the liberal arts 
tradition for the advancement of liberty.
• In 2016-2017, 104 teachers 
participated in two off-campus 
programs in Oregon and South 
Carolina. Since its launch in 2001, the 
CTE has sponsored 73 teacher seminars 
with attendance totaling more than 
3,500 individuals from 42 states. More 
than half of the CTE participants to 
date teach in public schools.
• The seminar topic for the past 
academic year was “Teaching the 
Declaration of Independence.” Four 
members of the Hillsdale College 
faculty lectured for CTE seminars:  
Emeritus Professor Will Morrisey, 
Kevin Portteus, Ronald Pestritto, and 
Kevin Slack.
The Barney 
Charter School 
Initiative
• The Barney Charter School Initiative 
(BCSI) supports the founding of 
classical K-12 charter schools. The 
establishment of these schools 
promotes a liberal and civic education 
in American public education. Sixteen 
schools operated this past school year 
with over 7,800 students enrolled, all 
schools growing in size and academic 
strength. The previous year’s family of 
13 schools increased to 16 in the fall 
of 2016 through new school openings 
in Ellettsville, Indiana; Schertz, Texas; 
and Livingston County, Michigan. 
Four schools graduated students in 
their senior class. Founders Academy 
of Las Vegas held its first graduation 
with four students on May 25, 2017. 
Estancia Valley Classical Academy 
in Moriarty, New Mexico, saw 11 
seniors cross the stage on May 26. In 
Texas, Founders Classical Academy of 
Leander held its first graduation with 
11 seniors on May 27, and Founders 
Classical Academy of Lewisville 
graduated 73 students on June 3.
• The College continues to train 
the teachers, with the three new 
schools receiving two weeks of on-site 
instruction last July and August by a 
cadre of five BCSI staff members, one 
Hillsdale College professor, and two 
adjunct instructors. At the end of 
the academic year, those new schools 
joined the other 13 in sending their 
teachers to Hillsdale College, where 
424 teachers and principals attended 
one or more of four, three-day training 
sessions taught by 23 Hillsdale College 
professors, five BCSI staff members, 
and 31 adjunct instructors in specific-
subject areas.
• An equally significant activity is 
the training and support Hillsdale 
provides to the leaders of the schools. 
The BCSI staff works well in advance 
of the time when a principal is needed 
to lead a school. The BCSI held a Boot 
Camp for Principal Candidates last 
July with eight attendees who aspire 
The first graduating class at Founders 
Classical Academy in Leander, Texas. 
Professor of Mathematics Thomas Treloar 
leads a BCSI teacher training session. 
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• to lead a school in the next few years. 
In both February and June of 2017, 
the BCSI held a one-day conference 
for the current school principals to 
discuss various issues bearing on 
school leadership.  Two individuals 
attended a New School/New Principal 
Workshop in April to prepare them for 
the immediate challenges they face in 
leading their schools.
• All the good that occurs at the 
schools begins with the formation 
of founding boards, and support 
from the College for their continued 
health. In November and in May, 
the BCSI provided training in board 
operations for a total of 42 board 
members from 15 future and operating 
boards in 10 states, equipping them 
with principles by which to govern 
their school effectively and work well 
with their school’s leader. Looking 
ahead, additional founding groups are 
forming in other states. The College 
nurtures these new groups through 
lengthy vetting and relationship 
building, both on the phone and in 
person, assisting in many steps of their 
journey, including the writing of their 
charter application.
• Finally, the BCSI provides financial 
support to the College’s annual 
Classical School Job Fair, working 
closely with the Education Department 
and Career Services to plan and 
operate the event. BCSI also funds 
scholarships for Hillsdale College’s 
Liberal Arts Teaching Apprenticeship 
and the classical education minor. 
Sixty-eight Hillsdale College graduates 
worked in teaching or administrative 
positions in schools affiliated with 
the Barney Charter School Initiative 
during the 2016-2017 school year.
• This initiative is made possible by a 
major grant from the Barney Family 
Foundation and matching gifts from 
other friends of Hillsdale College.
Online Learning
• Hillsdale College’s online learning 
program completed its sixth year. 
Building upon the successes of the 
2015-2016 academic year, the College 
offered a series of courses on politics, 
history, literature, and theology. 
Course lengths varied from seven 
weeks to ten, and lessons included a 
lecture, a quiz, recommended readings, 
and a Q&A session with the professor. 
To date, nearly 1,400,000 individual 
students have registered for at least one 
course, all of which are archived and 
available at online.hillsdale.edu. There 
is no fee required at registration, but 
there is an opportunity to make 
Nearly 250 guests enjoyed Hillsdale’s educational cruise to Alaska last summer.
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• a tax-deductible donation to support 
Hillsdale’s online education and 
outreach programs. 
Publications
• The department welcomed a new 
art director, Shanna Cote, in January. 
Parent of a current Hillsdale student, 
Cote and her family moved to 
Hillsdale from Columbus, Ohio. 
• The department continues to 
prepare Hillsdale students interested 
in careers in writing and graphic 
design with in-office internships. The 
following students contributed to 
Hillsdale publications last year:
• Rachelle Ferguson, ’17—
Hillsdale Intern Leadership 
Program student writer
• Ramona Tausz, ’17—Hillsdale 
Intern Leadership Program 
student writer
• Tori Swanson, ’17—graphic 
design assistant
• Zane Miller, ’18—graphic 
design assistant
• Elena Creed, ’18—graphic 
design assistant
• Therese Burgess, ’17—graphic 
design assistant
• Sara Pezzella, ’17—graphic 
design assistant
• Under the guidance of Lecturer 
in Art Doug Coon, a number of 
student photographers cover campus 
events and provide photographs for 
College publications. Elena Creed, 
’18, Madeline Barry, ’19, Jordyn Pair, 
’19, Jennifer Lessnau, ’20, and Rachael 
Reynolds, ’18, served as student 
photographers in 2016-2017.
The Allan P. Kirby, 
Jr. Center for 
Constitutional 
Studies and 
Citizenship
• The Allan P. Kirby, Jr. Center for 
Constitutional Studies and Citizenship 
continues to strengthen the presence 
and expand the teaching mission of 
Hillsdale College in Washington, 
D.C. The Kirby Center enhanced its 
f lagship internship program, provided 
targeted education for policymakers, 
and increased its lectures and 
resources for citizens. Growth in 
programs is strong and interest is 
high.
• Offering additional class options 
and providing more internship 
opportunities continues to strengthen 
WHIP (Washington-Hillsdale 
Internship Program). Forty-three 
students participated in WHIP in the 
fall and spring semesters, working 
in a wide array of internships and 
participating in educational trips to 
Gettysburg and Mount Vernon as 
well as other events, such as meeting 
with Supreme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas or attending the presidential 
inauguration. There are roughly 
30 students in Washington for the 
summer, five of whom are working in 
the White House, two of whom are 
traveling with the vice president. After 
a large group of students the previous 
year, Fall 2017 WHIP semester 
participation will see a decline in 
numbers; projections for Spring 2018 
suggest another large class. 
• Hundreds of Hillsdale 
undergraduates pass through the 
Kirby Center while traveling to 
Washington for a number of events, 
such as CPAC and the March for 
Life. The Center works with Career 
Services to assist alumni in their post-
graduation work. Fifteen graduates 
from the Class of 2016 have secured 
jobs or are pursuing advanced degrees 
in the nation’s capital. 
WHIP students Noah Weinrich, ’17, Claire Hughes, ’17, Morgan 
Brownfield, ’18, and Victoria Watson, ’18, at the U.S. Capital.  
WHIP students Zachary Pastorius, ’18, Sloan McDonagh, ’18, 
Karl Keyzer-Andre, ’17, and Micaiah Rogers, ’18, at the 
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum.
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• The George Washington Fellows 
Program is active on campus 
and sends students regularly to 
Washington, and several graduate 
students of the Van Andel School of 
Statesmanship conduct research at 
the Kirby Center. This summer, the 
Center will once again host a weeklong 
conference for prospective students 
of Hillsdale’s graduate program. The 
dual goals of the conference are to 
introduce prospective students to 
Hillsdale’s graduate program and 
educate aspiring political scholars in 
the principles of American politics.
• After the election last year, the 
Kirby Center hosted seven presidential 
transition team listening sessions on 
various topics and an open house on 
Inauguration Day.  In conjunction 
with the President’s Office, the 
Center has worked to advance various 
Hillsdale students and alumni into 
positions with the White House and 
throughout the new administration. As 
of this writing, there are 13 Hillsdale 
graduates in full-time positions. Their 
placements range from the Offices of 
the President and the Vice President 
to the Departments of Justice and 
Education. 
• Hillsdale’s James Madison 
Fellowship program continues to teach 
congressional staff about politics and 
constitutional government; seven 
Madison Fellows have moved recently 
to White House and administration 
positions. The Center launched a new 
program specifically for Congressional 
staffers called Coffee with the Classics. 
Held in the Capitol building every 
other week, the program seeks to 
draw in young professionals working 
for Congress to engage in informal 
discussions over breakfast about the 
great works of the Western liberal arts 
tradition. Kirby continues to work 
alongside congressional groups such as 
the Republican Study Committee and 
Republican Conference to host various 
private workshops and dinners at the 
Kirby Center.   
• The AWC Family Foundation 
Lecture Series continues to be a 
successful public teaching program. 
Over the past year, six of the speeches 
given at the Center—including 
Congressman Tom McClintock on 
filibuster reform, Kimberly Strassel 
of the Wall Street Journal on free 
speech, and Governor (now EPA 
Administrator) Scott Pruitt on the next 
Supreme Court justice—have been 
featured in Imprimis. 
• In addition to this monthly 
lecture series, the Center continues 
to expand its outreach programs 
to young professionals throughout 
the Washington, D.C., area. In the 
last year, the Center has begun 
opening its educational outings to 
historical battlefields and sites to these 
audiences. It continues to host a series 
of Saturday Seminars on topics such 
as Seneca’s Epistles, Homer’s Odyssey, 
and John Dewey’s liberalism. In the 
fall, the Center hosted an intellectual 
property mini-conference with 
scholars from across the country and 
various Congressional staff members 
to discuss how the Founders’ views 
on intellectual property might inform 
current policy questions. Shortly 
before the election, the Kirby Center 
held a Hillsdale Talker’s Forum on the 
“Presidential Election 2016,” featuring 
talk show hosts such as Hugh Hewitt 
and Michael Harrison. 
• Recently, the radio studio hosted 
Sean Hannity and his team for their 
daily radio hour. The radio studio 
continues to host Hugh Hewitt and 
The Federalist podcast hour regularly 
and has seen various smaller market 
talk show hosts broadcast from the 
Kirby Center.   
Spring 2017 WHIP participants.
Jackson Ventrella, ’18, Nainoa Johsens, 
’18, Peter Flynn, ’18, and Mark 
Bewley, ’17, at the Supreme Court.
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• In 2016-2017, the Marketing Department continued its 
work to radiate the activity of the College, as expressed in its 
mission statement, to audiences across the country through 
traditional and digital marketing channels. The goal is 
to bring the College to life through strategic and creative 
content that inspires action—which can be anything from a 
prospective student inquiring about a visit, to a donor making 
a gift, to an online student signing up for a free course. 
Admissions Marketing
• The College is in the top echelon of national liberal 
arts colleges and competes nationwide for a select group 
of prospective students. The Marketing Department, in 
partnership with Admissions, developed a new suite of 
admissions brochures and catalogs for prospective students 
and their families. These materials were fully implemented 
this year, and the feedback has been positive. More 
importantly, the number of applications hit an all-time 
high, thanks to the diligent efforts of the Admissions team 
supported by the use of these new pieces.
Online Courses
• Online courses enjoyed a remarkably successful year, 
with new students and enrollments surpassing previous 
benchmarks. In terms of promoting online courses, the 
Marketing Department, in partnership with External 
Affairs, successfully launched and marketed four online 
courses: The Supreme Court, Athens and Sparta, American 
Heritage, and Theology 101: Western Theological Tradition. 
• The department also produced a new “seminar style” 
online course, “Introduction to the Constitution,” featuring 
Dr. Larry Arnn interacting with Hillsdale College students 
and teaching them the principles of the Declaration and how 
those principles underlie the Constitution. With shorter 
lectures and a faster-paced, multi-camera production, 
“Introduction to the Constitution” represents the energy 
and excitement that happens in a Hillsdale classroom. Initial 
student feedback from the course was positive, and future 
courses in this new format are planned for next year.  Visit 
online.hillsdale.edu to enroll or learn more about Hillsdale’s 
free online courses.
Direct Response
• Direct response continues to be an effective way to 
introduce new audiences nationwide to Hillsdale and its 
mission, and seek their support. Last year, the College 
generated hundreds of thousands of new donations and 
added many new Imprimis subscribers through these efforts. 
The College continues to see growth in this marketing 
channel, particularly in digital direct response marketing. 
Digital Marketing
• Besides digital direct response marketing, the department 
continues to invest in other forms of digital marketing, 
including social media, websites, and online video. Total 
connections to the College’s 12 main social media properties 
crossed over one million for the first time. With regard to 
new websites, the College continues to see increases in traffic 
and sessions on its newly developed pages, www.hillsdale.edu 
among them. Finally, people have watched Hillsdale videos, 
which include livestreams of lectures, creative videos that 
highlight an aspect of Hillsdale student life or outreach, or 
music videos featuring the Hillsdale College Choir, for more 
than four million minutes.
Television
• The College added a significant new form of advertising 
to its media mix last year—television advertising. Hillsdale’s 
“Freedom” TV spot, which highlights the moral character 
necessary to maintain a free society, aired nationally on Fox 
and Fox Business as well as more heavily within the state of 
Michigan. The department boosted the impact of the new 
spot with digital marketing on social media and in search. 
Overall, the TV spot generated 160 million impressions and 
helped position the College as a unique and independent 
institution of higher education. The spot and supporting 
materials can be viewed at www.hillsdale.edu/freedom.
Staff
• The Marketing Department, led by Vice President of 
Marketing Matt Schlientz, employs many Hillsdale alumni, 
and added two new alumni to its ranks this year: Gianna 
Marchese, ’17, was hired as social media coordinator, and 
Paul Snyder, ’16, was hired as digital direct marketing 
coordinator. Hillsdale is a unique and complex place, 
and having Hillsdale alumni comprise two-thirds of 
the department staff helps the College promote and 
communicate this mission more effectively. The department 
also employs many student workers on its social media, 
website, and public relations teams, helping them gain real-
world experience while serving their alma mater.  
Marketing
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• Institutional Advancement serves the four purposes of 
Hillsdale College—high learning, moral character, freedom, 
and faith—by securing private funding and cultivating 
relationships with friends of the College. The Rebirth of 
Liberty and Learning Campaign, launched in 2012, has capital 
and endowment goals totaling $498.7 million in support of 
Hillsdale’s independence, academics, and outreach.
•  From July 1, 2016, through June 30, 2017, 212,108 
individuals made gifts and binding pledges in support of 
Hillsdale College. Among these individuals were alumni, 
current students, parents and grandparents, friends, of the 
College, Hillsdale faculty and staff, trustees, and Women 
Commissioners. Additionally, over 398 private foundations 
and 2,383 corporate foundations and businesses made gifts 
to the College. Some 78,500 donors (37 percent) supported 
the College for the first time. Those who made leadership 
gifts, grants, and bequests are recognized in a special section 
of this report (see pages 75-77). In sum, the College received 
343,575 gifts in cash, binding pledges, and irrevocable trusts, 
totaling $167,968,181: $125,968,897 in cash; $10,074,346 in 
binding pledges; and $31,924,938 in irrevocable trusts.
• In 2016-2017, several capital goals of the Rebirth of Liberty 
and Learning Campaign were met, including funding to 
begin construction for the $28.5 million Christ Chapel. This 
year, 2,648 gifts totaling $7,452,653 and 50 new President’s 
Club pledges were designated to Christ Chapel. The 
groundbreaking ceremony took place on April 6, 2017, and 
the College anticipates that it will complete the project by 
May 2019. Funds toward the campaign goal of $13 million 
for residence hall renovations enabled beautiful upgrades to 
Mauck Hall that were completed in January 2017. Housing 
upperclassman women, it is the College’s oldest residence 
hall. The extensive work preserved Mauck’s historic features 
while adding several modern amenities, including a new full 
kitchen on the main floor, kitchenettes with dining nooks on 
residence floors, and a basement fitness area. Renovations 
also continued in the Dow Hotel and Conference Center. All 
hotel rooms are expected to be remodeled this year. 
• As the campaign approaches its conclusion in 2018, the 
College is advancing its work on several other capital goals. 
Among them is the renovation of the existing auditorium 
to complement the new Searle Center. The $5.5 million 
project will increase seating from 300 to 700. In concert with 
this work, the campaign seeks funding for the renovation 
of the old student center to create new offices for Career 
Services and Academic Services, building a professional 
development center with state-of-the-art conference 
technology, interview rooms, and studios for the campus 
radio station, Radio Free Hillsdale 101.7 FM. At the John 
Anthony Halter Shooting Sports Education Center, the 
College will construct an indoor-outdoor range, comprising 
a 50-meter covered outdoor range for rifle and pistol and a 
25-meter indoor range for Olympic air pistol, air rifle, and 
archery. Anticipated residence hall improvements in 2017-
2018 include the renovation of Whitley Residence and the 
construction of a new dormitory for upperclassman women 
on Union Street.
• Building the endowment for Hillsdale’s academic and 
outreach programs is another important purpose of the 
Rebirth of Liberty and Learning Campaign. The highest 
goal, $151.3 million, is dedicated to endowing undergraduate 
scholarships that defend Hillsdale’s independence and 
cultivate excellence among its students. In 2016-2017, 
$17,370,444 was received for student financial aid, including 
$428,121 toward the general scholarship fund; $10,767,661 
for endowed scholarships, grants, and Hillsdale Tradition 
Awards; and $6,089,724 for annually donated scholarships, 
grants, and Hillsdale Tradition Awards. These gifts 
supported Hillsdale’s Student Independence Grant and 
Loan Fund, which this year replaced $7.1 million in federal 
and State of Michigan need-based grants and loans for 587 
undergraduates. Other goals include endowments for the 
Van Andel Graduate School of Statesmanship and graduate 
student scholarships; the Allan P. Kirby, Jr. Center for 
Constitutional Studies and Citizenship in Washington, D.C.; 
educational programs at the John Anthony Halter Shooting 
Sports Education Center; and faculty chairs to sustain the 
College’s newly expanded core curriculum.
Institutional 
Advancement
Construction on Christ Chapel began in 
March and is slated to take two years.
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• Hillsdale College’s outreach 
programs continue to draw large 
audiences and are a critical component 
of the College’s educational mission. 
The need for endowment funding is 
therefore significant and pressing. 
Over $5 million was received toward 
the Barney Charter School Initiative 
endowment in 2016-2017. Gifts 
totaling $219,267 were designated 
toward scholarships, conferences, and 
a faculty chair for Hillsdale’s Churchill 
Project, as well as the ongoing effort 
to publish Winston Churchill’s official 
biography. The College received 1,104 
gifts totaling $338,059 in support of 
its online courses, which now boast 
over 1.4 million registered students. 
Imprimis readership has grown to 
3.6 million, and donors made gifts 
totaling $1,360,340 in support of the 
publication. Hillsdale’s fundraising 
efforts for 2016-2017 were aided 
by several challenge grants, which 
support the College with generous 
gifts while offering matching gift 
incentives to other donors. Among 
them were three anonymous 
challenges for the Barney Charter 
School Initiative endowment. Two of 
these challenges, with goals of $1.15 
million and $500,000, respectively, 
were met in full this year. Another 
challenge for the BCSI endowment has 
a goal of $1.35 million to be raised by 
December 31, 2017; supporters have 
made gifts totaling $846,000 toward 
this goal so far. In 2016, the Adolph 
Coors Foundation posed a three-
year, $750,000 challenge grant for the 
annual operations of the Kirby Center’s 
congressional outreach programs, 
which educate elected officials and 
their staffs on constitutional principles. 
Hillsdale met the first-year $1.8 million 
endowment goal, and fundraising 
continues for the year-two installment, 
due November 1, 2017. In total, the 
College must raise $5.1 million for 
the endowment by November 1, 2018, 
to receive the three annual grants for 
congressional outreach programs. 
• Supporting the day-to-day 
operations of the College is critical. In 
2017, over $67.8 million was raised for 
restricted and unrestricted operations, 
including $314,000 for Hillsdale 
Academy.
Special Events
• To extend Hillsdale’s educational 
mission to a national audience, the 
College’s Special Events team, under 
the direction of Mrs. Jackie Linebrink, 
coordinated 59 events in 23 states from 
July 2016 through June 2017, hosting 
over 15,000 guests. The College’s 
recurrent programs are growing and 
include the Center for Constructive 
Alternatives (CCA) campus seminars, 
the National Leadership Seminars, 
the Free Market Forum, the Pulliam 
Distinguished Fellows Lectures, and 
the Ludwig von Mises Lecture Series, 
as well as events at the Kirby Center 
in Washington, D.C. Numerous 
luncheons and evening receptions 
gave guests across the country the 
opportunity to hear from President 
Larry Arnn. In addition to these 
established gatherings, the Special 
Events Office coordinated for the 
first time an on-campus, day-long 
Churchill Conference in February, 
with over 600 guests in attendance.
• To learn more about Hillsdale 
events, please e-mail special.events@
hillsdale.edu.
Planned Giving 
Programs and 
Services
• Hillsdale’s alumni and friends 
who wish to explore ways to support 
the College through planned gifts 
are assisted by the professional staff 
in the Gift and Estate Planning 
Office. In addition to meeting with 
individuals throughout the year, office 
staff conducted 31 regional seminars 
Over 15,000 people attended a Hillsdale College event this year.Renovations to Mauck Hall, the oldest dormitory 
on campus, were completed in January.
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in 2016-2017, explaining the tax-
saving, income-enhancing benefits 
provided by a variety of philanthropic 
and estate planning options. The 
office published two issues of its 
newsletter, Commitment, for its 
40,000 subscribers, provided its free 
estate planning guide in both print 
and electronic versions to over 1,000 
friends of the College, and produced 
over 350 personalized examples of 
planned gifts to interested parties.
• Since Congress made the IRA tax-
free charitable rollover provision 
permanent in 2015, people age 70½ 
and older have been allowed to transfer 
any amount up to $100,000 from an 
individual retirement account (IRA) 
directly from an IRA custodian to 
any qualified charitable organization. 
This type of distribution could fulfill 
some or all of any required minimum 
distribution in the year of the transfer 
and is not included in taxable income. 
Some 700 friends of Hillsdale College 
took advantage of this tax-wise 
planned gift this year.
• Hillsdale College, through its 
relationship with the National Gift 
Annuity Foundation, is now able to 
offer charitable gift annuities in five 
additional states—California, New 
Jersey, North Dakota, Arkansas, and 
Alabama—making a total of 44 states 
where the College offers charitable gift 
annuities. These planned gifts offer 
a fixed, guaranteed, lifetime income 
stream for one or two individuals 
(a portion of which is tax-free), an 
immediate charitable contribution 
deduction, capital gain tax savings for 
gifts of appreciated assets, and estate 
tax savings, as well as a gift to Hillsdale 
College. The annuity payout rate is 
based on the ages of the annuitants, 
with older annuitants receiving a 
higher payout.
• The Trusts and Investments Office 
concluded the 2017 fiscal year with 
1,725 charitable gift annuities and 
with a reserve fund valued at $53.92 
million. This office also administered 
284 charitable trusts valued at $106.96 
million, and served as trustee at no 
administrative cost to the donors.
• To discuss gift options, seminars, or 
publications, supporters may call (800) 
334-8904, e-mail estateplanning@
hillsdale.edu, or visit hillsdalelegacy.
org.
The President’s 
Club and 
Independence 
Club
• The President’s Club honors alumni, 
parents, grandparents, friends, 
businesses, and foundations who make 
BIOLOGY MAJOR IMOGEN KANE 
came to Hillsdale from Portland, Oregon, 
following in the footsteps of her older sister 
Isabel, ’15. 
“After one visit,” she says, “I felt confident 
that Hillsdale would be an excellent fit and 
completed an early decision application.” 
At Hillsdale, Kane was a member of the 
Collegiate Scholars Program, Kappa Kappa 
Gamma sorority, and the Pre-Professional 
Society. She has also worked as an 
accompanist for voice students in the Music 
Department and volunteered with the High 
Rise GOAL program and the Renaissance 
School Project. She also volunteered at the 
emergency room at the Hillsdale Hospital, 
as she plans to pursue medical school in the 
future. 
Within her major, Kane says Professor of 
Chemistry Lee Baron has had the most 
impact on her time here.  
“Her passion for what she taught, coupled 
with constant encouragement and support, 
helped me through the very challenging 
Organic Chemistry class, and fostered what 
I know will be a lifelong passion as I pursue 
medical school,” Kane says. “Lessons learned 
from her, both in and beyond the classroom, 
will be ones that I remember long beyond 
Hillsdale.” 
Kane plans to take a gap year to apply to 
medical school and study for the MCAT in 
August. After taking the test, she plans to 
work as a medical scribe and also do some 
job shadowing. 
She says one lesson she will take with her 
from Hillsdale into post-grad life is the value 
of hard work—how to stick diligently with 
something for long amounts of time, even 
when the initial payoff isn’t clear, and how 
being faithful at work is worthwhile for its 
own sake. 
“The community here reminds you 
constantly that while having a commitment 
to work is valuable and very worthwhile,” she 
says, “taking the time to spend with those 
whom you truly care about is never time that 
is wasted.” 
BILL AND NANCY BLOUNT 
OREGON SCHOLARSHIP
PORTL AND,  OREGON
Imogen Kane, ’17 
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an exemplary commitment to support 
Hillsdale’s independent, traditional 
liberal arts education with their 
gifts. The President’s Club currently 
boasts 3,592 memberships, with a 
total of 5,854 individual members. 
In the course of the past fiscal year, 
from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, 
The President’s Club gained almost 
300 new memberships starting at the 
Traditional Level of $15,000 given 
over ten years. Eighty-nine current 
members elected to upgrade their 
completed initial pledge to a higher 
level of giving. A special Traditional 
Young Alumni Level allows recent 
alumni to join The President’s Club at 
an initial lower commitment.
• President’s Club members may 
designate their pledge to any area of 
the College’s operations they choose. 
Hillsdale received over $35 million 
in cash gifts toward President’s Club 
memberships this year, and new 
pledges for the fiscal year totaled 
$6.5 million. All President’s Club 
pledges are established in ten-year 
terms. To help Hillsdale College reach 
its goal to break ground for Christ 
Chapel this spring, several members 
with outstanding pledges for Christ 
Chapel chose to accelerate their giving 
and complete their pledges by 2020.
• Through the Independence Club, 
Hillsdale’s friends, parents, and 
alumni protect Hillsdale College’s 
independence each year as it advances 
the causes of liberty and learning. 
The 926 annual members of the 
Independence Club made 1,608 gifts 
totaling $2,070,831 to Hillsdale’s 
Independence Fund for the College’s 
general operations and the Student 
Independence Grant and Loan Fund.
• For more information about The 
President’s Club and the annual 
Independence Club, please contact 
Director Mary Ewers at mewers@
hillsdale.edu.
Parent Relations
• Each year, the Parents Association 
Steering Committee (PASC) sets a high 
goal that will directly benefit Hillsdale 
students. Through annual fundraising 
efforts, the Parents Association 
exceeded its 2016-2017 goal of 
$450,000 for Christ Chapel and the 
College’s general operations, raising 
over $1.2 million in gifts and pledges. 
Support came from current parents 
and grandparents, as well as parents 
and grandparents of alumni. The 
Parents Association will once again 
dedicate its fundraising efforts toward 
general operations and Christ Chapel 
for the coming fiscal year, helping 
Hillsdale College ensure the timely 
completion of this historic project.
• Parents Weekend is a beloved 
tradition, fundamental to Hillsdale’s 
understanding of the important role 
parents play in their children’s college 
education. The PASC welcomed 
hundreds of parents and grandparents 
for these fall and spring events. As 
usual, the most popular event was 
the College’s unique parent-faculty 
conferences, with 883 parents 
attending in the fall and 572 in the 
spring. The Saturday luncheon with 
Dr. Arnn drew a crowd of 757 in 
October and 499 in March. Several 
hundred in both semesters enjoyed 
the chance to meet fellow parents 
and their own students’ friends at the 
Friday night mixer. President and Mrs. 
Arnn opened their home, Broadlawn, 
to parent members of The President’s 
Club for an exclusive reception during 
these weekends, welcoming 153 
members in the fall semester and 112 
in the spring.
• Before each Parents Weekend, parent 
volunteers gather for the Parents 
Phonathon, a crucial component in the 
PASC’s annual fundraising. This year, 
current parent Ellen Beley served as 
the chairwoman for both events. With 
19 parents calling in the fall and 17 in 
the spring, the Phonathons together 
brought in $745,950 in 523 gifts and 
Food for Thought speaker 
Kirk Cordill, ’92 
Food for Thought speaker Mark Hamlin
Food for Thought speaker Kelly Robinson
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pledges for the Parents Fund and the 
PASC’s Christ Chapel goal—a more 
than $100,000 increase from last year’s 
Phonathon income. Twenty-four new 
President’s Club memberships were 
inaugurated through the Phonathons 
as well. For the first time, parent 
callers made use of the facilities in the 
College’s new Contact Center, located 
on the lower level of Kendall Hall.
• The ninth annual Cruise Raffle 
helped the PASC reach its fundraising 
goals as well, with a net $63,486 raised. 
All 300 tickets were sold at $300 
each for a chance to win a stateroom 
for two on Hillsdale’s summer 2017 
cruise, which traveled aboard the 
Crystal Symphony from Copenhagen 
to Oslo via St. Petersburg and featured 
speakers Christopher Caldwell, Frank 
Buckley, and Dr. Larry Arnn, among 
others. Since the cruise raffles began 
in 2009, they have generated $554,784 
toward Parent Association goals.
• Parents and grandparents also 
supported the Parents Association 
through their gifts of time and service. 
In 2016-2017, 27 Hillsdale families 
were represented among the leadership 
of the PASC. They served on the 
Admissions, Career Opportunities, 
Events, Freshman/New Parent, 
Fundraising, and Prayer Partners 
subcommittees, the last of which 
includes 178 parents and grandparents 
who commit to pray for Hillsdale’s 
students, families, faculty, and 
outreach, and for our nation. Several 
current parents volunteered their time 
and opened their homes for summer 
send-off parties. These gatherings offer 
incoming freshman parents the chance 
to meet upperclassman parents in their 
area. The students are invited too, but 
primarily these events allow parents to 
meet one another and to learn about 
the many subcommittees in which 
they can participate throughout their 
student’s tenure. Parents hosted 23 
send-off parties nationwide in the 
summer of 2016, with a total of 350 
students and parents in attendance.
• To learn more about the Parents 
Association, PASC subcommittees, and 
events for parents, please contact Mary 
Ewers, director of Parent Relations, at 
mewers@hillsdale.edu.
Corporate 
Relations
• More than 2,300 businesses, 
corporations, and corporate 
foundations supported Hillsdale 
College in 2016-2017, with gifts 
totaling $3,012,806. Corporate 
matching gift programs provide a 
significant source of gift revenue each 
year. Of these gifts, 632 were matching 
gifts totaling $460,646.
• Under the direction of Grigor 
Hasted, ’74, the Corporate Relations 
Office sponsored six “Food for 
Thought: Lunch and Lessons in 
Leadership” programs, where students 
heard from business leaders and had 
the opportunity to network with them. 
Approximately 90 students attended 
each presentation. This year’s speakers 
included Geoffrey Rappaport, founder 
of the hair salon chain SuperCuts; 
Edward Neff, CEO of Systems, 
Machines, Automation Components 
Corporation, a fine-motored robotics 
company; Kirk Cordill, ’92, a financial 
officer for BMW for almost two 
decades; Hannah Akin, ’13, a recent 
graduate and corporate strategy 
analyst for Steelcase Corporation; Kelly 
Robinson, former software designer 
for Apple; and Mark Hamlin, president 
and founder of The Reserve Group, a 
management company for industrial 
manufacturing companies. 
• Corporate Relations partnered with 
Hillsdale’s Career Services to offer 
three “Living and Working” programs 
in the 2016-2017 academic year. The 
programs, held in Chicago, Detroit, 
and New York, brought students to 
these cities to tour offices, engage in 
job interviews, and meet alumni living 
in the area. Students benefit from 
career networking opportunities and 
gain insight into life after graduation. 
The Corporate Relations Office also 
arranged career mentoring on campus 
between current students and alumni 
and friends of the College.
Hillsdale College 
Associates
• The Hillsdale College Associates 
volunteer their time and energy in 
support of the College’s mission by 
promoting the College’s programs, 
introducing new readers to Imprimis, 
and building the national network 
of Hillsdale friends, alumni, and 
potential students. In 2016-2017, the 
Hillsdale College Associates gained 20 
new members, for a total roster of 483 
Associates.
• Hillsdale College Associates 
strengthen the College’s work through 
their leadership. For example, they 
have collectively added 30,316 new 
subscribers to the Imprimis readership 
over the past 36 years. They hail from 
42 states and thus advance Hillsdale’s 
work across the country. They also 
contribute their gifts to the College’s 
mission, and 267 Associates are proud 
members of The President’s Club.
Since the cruise 
raffles began in 2009, 
they have generated 
$554,784 toward 
Parent Association 
goals.
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GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
Estate of John E. Alspach 
Estate of Hazel Hare 
Estate of Marjorie W. Herrick 
ENDOWED AND ANNUALLY 
FUNDED FACULTY CHAIRS AND 
PROFESSORSHIPS
Dr. Allan P. Kirby Jr. (H ’10)
Charles O. Lee Jr. and Louise K. Lee 
Charitable Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Sohn
OTHER SPECIAL ENDOWMENTS
Estate of John P. Cowden Jr. 
Estate of Cortlandt S. (H ’96) and Martha 
S. Dietler 
REMITTED AND ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIPS AND STUDENT 
INDEPENDENCE GRANT AND LOAN 
FUND
Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Alley
Mr. John D. Barkham
Mr. David E. ’63 and Mrs. Paula M. Berry
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Burnett 
Mr. and Mrs. Dino C. Casali
Estate of Daniel S. Chillemi
Mrs. Julia Chu 
The Clemens Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. E. Danforth Crosby
Mrs. Charlotte Colby Danly
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald P. Davis
Deitrich Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Brady W. Dougan and Dr. Laura 
Niklason
Mr. James R. Fencil
Dr. Walter H. Folger
Dr. Arlan K. (H ’94) and Mrs. Gudrun 
Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Brice L. Holland 
Mr. David R. and Mrs. Bonnie Mandy ’84 
Hough 
Mr. and Mrs. Bertram C. Izant 
Estate of James F. Jamieson
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Jorgensen Sr. 
Mr. William B. Kaefer and Ms. Mary C. 
Hearn
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Kachlein III 
Mr. Peter Kamysz
Mr. Scott D. Kelling
Estate of Margaret S. Kemper
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Kenneth Kirn 
Mr. and Mrs. V. Erik Konsen
Estate of Ann Krebes
Estate of Carl E. Lagg
Charles O. Lee Jr. and Louise K. Lee 
Charitable Foundation 
Anonymous  
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. McGinnis
Harold & Helen McMaster Foundation
Estate of Edward W. Miltenburg 
Estate of Barbara Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Dan M. Morgan 
Ms. Fredericka Z. Paine
Mr. and Mrs. Edward V. Pepin
Mr. Charles E. Peruchini
Estate of Richard P. Reece
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Ronayne
Estate of Joseph N. Rumble
Estate of Richard R. Schier
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd H. Schildknecht Jr.
Colonel John D. Shoup, USMC, Ret.
Stephanie H. and David A. Spina Family 
Foundation
Mr. Clifford R. Stark
Thomas Taylor and Charlotte V. Taylor 
Educational Foundation
Estate of Agnes F. Washington 
Estate of Richard N. Willett
Bill and Dee Wright
ANNUAL OPERATIONS, RESTRICTED 
AND UNRESTRICTED
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen 
Foundation
Estate of P. Thomas Beeghly
Belladonna Foundation
Lt. Colonel A. Hess Bomberger II
Anonymous 
Estate of Elbert E. Burnette
Estate of John F. Connolly
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Cote
Dr. and Mrs. T. Kyle Creson Jr.
Estate of Ms. Dale B. Dillinger 
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Galic 
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn W. Glover
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest A. Goff
Estate of Lawrence M. Green
Estate of Roy A. Gummersheimer
Mr. Ronald A. Hagaman ’55
Estate of Hazel Hare (H ’16)
Estate of Jane A. Heine
Colonel and Mrs. Michael R. Helmick, Ret.
Estate of Olive M. Hitchcock 
Estate of R. Irene Hlousek
Estate of Virginia M. Holmes
Estate of Norman A. Hyams
Mr. and Mrs. Harley F. Jones Jr.
Estate of Lyle E. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Kammerer
Lura-Lee G. & William E. Lange Foundation
Estate of Louis F. Lawrence
Estate of Maurice C. Lucky
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. MacDonald Jr.
Dr. Andrew L. Messenger Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Metz
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Miltenberger
Dr. Elizabeth S. Pankey (H ’09)
Estate of Walter E. Panse
Dr. Peter Plotkin (H ’16) and Dr. Diane K. 
McNeel-Plotkin (H ’16)
Estate of Dorothy E. Pollak
LEADERSHIP GIFTS, GRANTS, AND BEQUESTS Received in fi scal year 2017
Estate of Albert J. Promer
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel C. Regis
The Roy H. and Natalie C. Roberts Family 
Foundation
Estate of Clifford O. Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert T. Robitaille
Estate of Gertrude T. Schick
Dr. Theodore C. Smith
Estate of David P. Stiff
Estate of E. Barbara Storer
Mrs. MaryAnn Stringer
Estate of Donnavieve L. Swain
Estate of Lewis W. Torrison
Mr. and Mrs. Frank P. Tracadas
Estate of Stanley J. Williams
Estate of Marion E. G. Youngreen
Estate of Rose M. Zukas
Estate of Mary M. Schubert
Mr. and Mrs. Christian M. Schweizer
Mr. and Mrs. Fred S. Shaulis
Estate of Richard H. Steinbach
Estate of David P. Stiff
Mrs. MaryAnn Stringer
Taube Family Foundation
Estate of Paul R. Wanvig
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Wecker
Estate of Richard T. Werth
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey F. Williams
Estate of Charlotte and Harry Wynn
Estate of John S. Yuille
CHAPEL (CAPITAL UNLESS NOTED)
William S. and Ann Atherton Foundation
Dr. John F. (H ’13) and Dr. Jo (H ’13) Babbitt
Mr. Dale R. Harber
Mr. Gerald A. ’52 and Mrs. Joanne Bresson ’53 
Hein
Mr. and Mrs. Brice L. Holland 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Istvan Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Jorgensen Sr.—Organ 
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Luellen
B. D. and Jane E. McIntyre Foundation
Dr. Nena Moss (H ’06) 
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Plute 
Miss Jane L. Rectenwald
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Robson 
Edwin J. & Ruth M. Shoemaker Foundation—
Organ 
Matthew J. and Anne B. Smith Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Trzcinski
CHURCHILL PROJECT
The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Weist
SEARLE CENTER
Hoogland Family Foundation
Mr. S. Gunnar ’75 and Mrs. Louise Klarr
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Plute 
VAN ANDEL GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
STATESMANSHIP
Dr. Don (H ’13) and Dr. Lois (H ’13) Thorson
The Steve & Amy Van Andel Foundation
BARNEY CHARTER SCHOOL INITIATIVE
The Anschutz Foundation
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Burnett 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. Doherty
Herbert H. and Barbara C. Dow Foundation
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Foster S. Friess
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Grohne
Mr. and Mrs. Brice L. Holland 
Mr. Gerald F. Huffman
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Jorgensen Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald C. Nolan
The Frederick E. and Julia G. Nonneman 
Foundation
Anonymous 
Trzcinski Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Woodrow
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Woodruff
HALTER SHOOTING SPORTS 
EDUCATION CENTER AND ACUSPORT 
LODGE
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Burnett 
Mr. Thomas H. Cobb
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Dunn 
Hal and Jean Glassen Memorial Foundation
Estate of Robert L. Goetz
Mr. James C. Norman
KIRBY CENTER
Anonymous 
Andrea Waitt Carlton Family Foundation
Adolph Coors Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Eckley 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Hayden
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Lovett & Ruth Peters Foundation
Mrs. Heidi Rothberg 
Dr. Don (H ’13) and Dr. Lois (H ’13) Thorson
SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT
Robert H. Duesenberg & Lorraine F. 
Duesenberg Foundation 
Sarah Scaife Foundation, Inc. 
ONLINE COURSES
Herbert H. and Barbara C. Dow Foundation
Mr. Charles J. Hill
Trzcinski Foundation
IMPRIMIS
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Burnett
GIFT IN KIND
Ms. Darla M. Roberts
HILLSDALE ACADEMY
Anonymous 
The Frederick E. and Julia G. Nonneman 
Foundation
Mr. Reed S. Robertson
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ADMINISTRATIVE
DIVISIONS
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• Hillsdale College alumni are an extraordinary group 
that participates in the work and mission of the College 
on campus and around the country. They are in a unique 
position to tell the Hillsdale story and prove its validity in 
today’s world. Even though they are spread across the nation, 
alumni sponsored and participated in dozens of College 
events on campus and in cities from the West Coast to 
Washington, D.C., this year.
Homecoming
• Alumni celebrated “100 Years of Homecoming” the 
weekend of September 23 and 24 with events that featured 
reunions for, celebrations of, and dedications to alumni 
past and present. Three alumni and an honorary alumnus 
were honored during the 65th annual Alumni Awards 
Banquet, which was followed by reunion parties in town. 
Albert DeLapp, Class of 1914, was honored as the founder 
of Hillsdale’s Homecoming. The football team held a 
reunion and an alumni flag football game. The current and 
retired faculty were honored with a reception. The fine arts 
departments hosted the annual choir reunion, an orchestra 
concert, and an art exhibit. Greek houses hosted events 
for their alumni including meals and tailgates. Alumni 
participated in a 5K Fun Run and an alumni shooting event 
at the John Anthony Halter Shooting Sports Education 
Center. Charger football fans cheered on their team against 
Michigan Tech University. The weekend was capped off with 
a picnic dinner, a mock rock competition, and the annual 
Homecoming “un-tent” party, held for the second time in the 
Biermann Center, featuring live music from Lava Lamp.
• Homecoming 2017 is scheduled for the weekend of 
September 29–30 when the Chargers will take on Kentucky 
Wesleyan College at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 30.  
Featured events for the weekend include the Hillsdale College 
Department of Art Alumni Invitational Exhibit, reunions for 
the classes of 1977, 1987, 1997, and 2007; 1982 championship 
football team, Delta Tau Delta fraternity, and Women 
Commissioners; the Second Annual Sporting Clays Classic 
shoot; the pre-game Charger tailgate; and the post-game Tent 
Party.
Alumni Achievement Awards
• The Alumni Executive Board honored the following 
individuals at the 65th annual Alumni Awards Banquet on 
September 23, 2016.
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARDS
• Kevin Shinkle, ’87
• Beth Deer Walker, ’87
OUTSTANDING YOUNG ALUMNUS AWARD
• Hans Zeiger, ’07
HONORARY ALUMNUS AWARD
• David Hough
Alumni
Aaron Veldheer, ’01, at Career Services’ Career 
Cantina during Homecoming Weekend.
Members of Chi Omega sorority in the Homecoming Parade. Members of the Classes of 1957 and 1967 returned to 
campus in April to celebrate their 60th and 50th reunions.
78
Alumni and Career Services
• The Alumni Office co-sponsored several events with 
the Career Services Office. Alumni volunteered to speak 
to students at a “Career Cantina” event on Homecoming 
Weekend, outlining career paths for students with liberal 
arts majors. Career Services also partnered with the Alumni 
Office for “Living and Working In . . .” programs in Chicago, 
Detroit, and New York where students met alumni to learn 
about careers in those cities.  
Alumni Regional Events
• The Alumni Office sponsored alumni receptions in 24 
cities in 2016-2017.
• Receptions were held in:
• Washington, D.C. (twice)
• San Diego, California
• Cincinnati, Ohio
• Columbus, Ohio
• Kalamazoo, Michigan
• Boston, Massachusetts
• New York, New York
• Raleigh, North Carolina
• Houston, Texas
• Denver/Colorado Springs, Colorado
• Indianapolis, Indiana
• Minneapolis, Minnesota
• San Jose/South Bay area, California
• Ft. Lauderdale/Boca Raton, Florida
• Phoenix, Arizona
• Santa Barbara, California (Alumni Road Trip)
• Nashville, Tennessee (Meet the Professors)
• Austin, Texas (Meet the Professors)
• Dallas, Texas
• Atlanta, Georgia
• Portland, Oregon
• Seattle, Washington
50-Year and 
60-Year Reunions
• The classes of 1967 and 1957 met on campus for their 
50-Year and 60-Year Reunions during the week of Spring 
Convocation, April 5-7, 2017. The reunion classes enjoyed 
accommodations at the Dow Center Hotel and a three-day 
schedule tailored just for them that provided opportunities 
to tour campus and town, hear from several faculty and 
College administrators, participate in campus events, attend 
classes with students, and be recognized at Convocation. The 
classes of 1968 and 1958 are invited back to campus for their 
reunions at Spring Convocation on April 4-6, 2018.
Alumni Giving
• From July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017, 2,001 alumni gave 
$5.2 million in support of their alma mater. The most popular 
gift designations among alumni included general operations, 
the 1844 Society’s Ransom Dunn Scholarship Fund, and
the general scholarship fund. Their contributions help to
advance the College’s work through its $498.7 million Rebirth 
of Liberty and Learning Campaign. 
Hans Zeiger, ’07, received the 
Outstanding Young Alumnus Award 
at the Alumni Awards Banquet.
JJ and BJ Simmons at a reception 
for the Classes of 1957 and 1967.
Alumni Board
Homecoming Queen Elise Clines and 
Homecoming King Chris Pudenz.
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President’s Report /  • V-N
